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 President’s Update  
to the Board of Trustees 

September 2019 

 
 
1. In September, the College submitted its 5-year interim report to The Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges. That progress report is an abbreviated version of 
the 10-year reaffirmation report. It represents the steps the College is taking to comply with 
SACS-COC standards. 

The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges is the regional body for 
the accreditation of degree-granting higher education institutions in the Southern states. SACS-
COC’s mission is to assure the educational quality and improve the effectiveness of its member 
institutions.   

ACC underwent a review process and won reaffirmation in 2014. It will be evaluated again in 
2024. 

2. On September 6, the College kicked off its visioning process for the Biotechnology-Life Sciences 
Center of Excellence. Both internal and external stakeholders were gathered to begin imagining 
the possibilities and opportunities that state-of-the-art facility will afford life sciences students – 
ACC students so vital to workforce training and economic development. Among those assisting in 
this ongoing process are: Don Von Hagen from LabCorp; Nancy Johnston from the N.C. Biotech 
Center; Lisa Darmo with Carolina Biological Supply Co.; John Merrill of Gateway Research Park; 
Jing Zhai of Eurofins; and Mac Williams with the Alamance Chamber of Commerce. They are just a 
few of the external stakeholders who are joining College faculty and staff in forging the future of 
the Biotechnology Center of Excellence. The large stakeholder group is expected to meet every 
quarter. Smaller break-out groups will meet more often. 
 

3. College leadership met with WUNC-TV on September 19 to discuss an in-depth, ongoing series of 
news reports focused on our College’s Biotechnology-Life Sciences Center of Excellence. That 
public television network – the third largest in the nation – wants to showcase ACC’s important 
work in workforce development and service to the growing bioscience industry across North 
Carolina. As such, the proposed programming would have a strong tie-in to the Your Hire 
Education campaign launched by the N.C. Community College System. 

WUNC-TV officials proposed leveraging such popular programming as N.C. Now, North Carolina 
Science Now and Sci-Tech Now North Carolina to tell an ongoing narrative from a variety of 
viewpoints. They propose to begin production in late January and early February and to begin 
airing segments starting in April.  

The College has agreed to explore the idea of recruiting potential sponsors for programming, 
which would allow WUNC-TV to take an even deeper reportorial dive into multiple aspects and air 
that programming series over a longer period of time. 
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4. This summer, Triad Today TV aired a segment about careers in Histotechnology and Medical 
Laboratory Technology – two programs that are part of the College’s Center of Excellence. Triad 
Today TV also aired a segment about careers in Advanced Manufacturing, focusing on Computer-
Integrated Machining. 
 

5. Dr. Gatewood was joined by a number of faculty and students to hear former Nikki Haley speak at 
a September 27 Elon University Symposium. Haley served as U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations and as the 116 governor of South Carolina. 
 

6. Dr. Gatewood and Board Chair Bill Gomory attended the President’s Academy Symposium in 
Charlotte September 11-12. Both were asked to provide feedback and comments about that 
experience and their responses were published by EdNC – an online journalism consortium 
focused on educational issues across North Carolina. 
 

7. Dr. Gatewood delivered welcoming remarks at the September 17 Mech Tech Institute at the 
Advanced Applied Technology Center. STEM-related teachers in the Alamance Burlington School 
System participate in a number of hands-on activities and workshops during the week to learn 
more about Mechatronics and fold Mechatronics principles into their teaching. The ACC program 
is meant to raise awareness of the College’s Mechatronics program and address the interest gap 
and skills gap regarding Mechatronics careers.   
 

8. On September 17, N.C. Supreme Court Senior Associate Justice Paul Newby was guest speaker for 
the College’s annual Constitution Day celebration. Newby, elected in 2004 to an eight-year term, 
was re-elected in 2012. He was the Assistant U.S. Attorney in Raleigh from 1985 to 2004. He 
received his J.D. from the University of North Carolina School of Law.  
 

9. ACC’s History Club partnered with Alamance Battleground employees to hold its first ever ACC 
Day at the Battleground. 

The Club spoke to about 130 guests and ACC recruiters were on hand to distribute marketing 
collateral. About 75 people, many of them children, completed a scavenger hunt and entered into 
drawings for door prizes. ACC History Club members learned about history in their backyard and 
how historic sites are funded. 

The club is trying to build a stronger connection to Alamance Battleground, which has partnered 
with the College on such events as Constitution Day. Alamance Battleground has already agreed 
to participate in a Smithsonian Institute exhibit on campus in early 2021.  

10. In September, the College’s library staff held a special celebration of the life of Crystal Lee Sutton, 
the inspiration for the Oscar-winning film “Norma Rae.” A series of events was scheduled 
September 9-1, marking the 10th anniversary of her death September 11, 2009. At 33 years old, 
Sutton was working at the J.P. Stevens textiles plant, making $2.65 an hour folding towels. Due to 
the poor working conditions, Lee and her fellow employees joined forces in an attempt to 
unionize the J.P. Stevens employees. The Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union 
(ACTWU) later won the rights to represent the workers and Crystal Lee Sutton became an 
organizer for the union. ACC’s library houses a permanent exhibit about Sutton. 
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11. The ACC Foundation on September 11 held its annual Back to the Classroom event for donors, 
featuring EMT, Nursing and the Biotechnology programs. The event is meant to give benefactors a 
taste of College instruction through a snap-shot immersion process. 
 

12. ACC’s Alumni Council met September 10 and discussed ACC Day and promoting the College at the 
Southern vs Western high school football game. The alumni agreed the day was another success 
and they will reprise the event in 2020. They also agreed that promoting the College at a high 
school football game was more effective than their presence at the Burlington Royals Stadium.  
 

13. Save the date:  

 Oct. 16 – ACC Foundation Donor/Recipient Reception 

 Oct. 21-26 – Fall Break 

 Nov. 2 – The Reinhartsen 5k Run 

 Nov. 11 – Veteran’s Day Breakfast 

 Dec. 4 – Public Officials and Business/Industry Leaders Breakfast 

 Dec. 21-Jan. 1 – Holiday Break 

 Jan. 1 – ACC is a smoke-free campus 

 June 5 – Commencement 

14. In September, six outside groups utilized facilities on the Main Campus and The Dillingham 
Center, including Toastmasters, Alamance County Emergency Services, and the Girl Scouts. 
Through September, 61 community groups have leveraged College facilities. 
 

15. The College received media coverage in September that included the following:  

 September 8 
The Burlington Times-News reported that the College is celebrating the life and legacy of 
Crystal Lee Sutton in a special exhibit. Actress Sally Fields portrayed Sutton in the movie 
Norma Rae. 

 September 11 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that the College is celebrating the life and legacy of 
Crystal Lee Sutton in a special exhibit. Actress Sally Fields portrayed Sutton in the movie 
Norma Rae. 

The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC was hosting N.C. Supreme Court Senior 
Associate Justice Paul Newby as part of the College’s Constitution Day celebration.  

The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC was hosting N.C. Supreme Court Senior Associate 
Justice Paul Newby as part of the College’s Constitution Day celebration.  

 September 15 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Gov. Roy Cooper appointed Pete Glidewell III an at-
large trustee for Alamance Community College. 
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The Lexington Dispatch reported that ACC is introducing a new exhibit – “Back to the Future” 
– through the Scott Family Collection. 

 September 17 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that ACC was hosting N.C. Supreme Court Senior 
Associate Justice Paul Newby as part of the College’s Constitution Day celebration. 

 September 18 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Students in an Alamance Community College 
videography class taught at Hillsborough’s Cedar Ridge High School have produced a video 
that will be screened this month at the United Nations.  

 September 19 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Alamance Community College was a popular 
touring venue with visitors in the Sister City program from Mexico. 

 September 21 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that Alamance Community College was a popular 
touring venue with visitors in the Sister City program from Mexico. 

The Richmond County Daily Journal reported that Alamance Community College participates 
in the UNC-Chapel Hill C-Step program. 

 September 24 
Spectrum News14 reported that ACC would provide training to employees of a new industry 
coming to Alamance County: Flex-Aust. 

 September 25 
The Burlington Times News reported that ACC would provide training to employees of a new 
industry coming to Alamance County: Flex-Aust. 

 September 25 
The Triad Business Journal reported that ACC would provide training to employees of a new 
industry coming to Alamance County: Flex-Aust. 

 September 26 
The Alamance News reported on the status of the parking deck and Biotechnology Center of 
Excellence planning process. 

 September 27 
The Burlington Times-News reported that the County Bond Oversight Committee has begun 
work.  

 


