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March 2019 

 

 

1. For the sixteenth straight year, ACC students competed at the National Collegiate Landscape 
Competition at Colorado State University. This 43rd annual event that brought horticulture 
students and landscaping professionals from across the U.S. was hosted by Alamance Community 
College a year ago. 

In competitive events against hundreds of other students in March, Alamance Community College 
finished 16th place overall out of 64 colleges and universities.  

Dillon Terwilliger, a second year ACC Horticulture Technology student, placed fourth in the nation 
among all 788 participating students, based on his total competition points. 

Among ACC’s 23 student participants, 21 are enrolled in Horticulture Technology, one studies 
Computer-Aided Drafting Technology, and one is in Medical Office Administration.  

The weeklong event provided all students an opportunity to participate in workshops, a career 
fair, and 29 different competitive events that directly pertain to the horticulture industry. 

2. For the first time ever, Alamance Community College hosted more than 300 young competitors at 
the Central Piedmont Regional History Day Competition on March 23. 

Middle school and high school students in 20 counties from Guilford to Wake competed with 

history projects addressing the theme of “Triumph and Tragedy.” Students competed in five 

categories: Performance, Documentaries, Websites, Exhibits and Papers. 

Finalists from the March 23 regional event moved on to the state competition.  

In addition to the competition, the College offered several interactive activities for the families 

and siblings of competitors: Scott Family Collection tour, Historic Game Room, Smithsonian 

Traveling Poster Exhibit of the 100th Anniversary of World War I and Hall of Historical Selfies. 

The event was sponsored by the NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources and Alamance 

Community College. 

3. Alamance Community College trustees held their annual retreat on March 15. Most of the review 
and discussion focused on a timetable to implement $39.6 million in capital projects arising from 
ACC’s successful bond referendum last November. In addition, the board reviewed various 
strategies to monitor and manage the construction projects in that bond package.   
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4. On March 27, Alamance Community College hosted “Draft Day” – an outgrowth of “listening 
sessions” organized by the Industrial Technology Division earlier this year. 

Draft Day is aimed at building stronger connections with local industry while providing ACC 
students a comfortable venue to learn more about businesses and employment opportunities 
there. The career fair-like event allowed local businesses to tour classrooms and labs at the 
Advanced Applied Technology Center and interview students as they worked on classroom 
projects. 

Businesses included: Chapel Hill Tire, Pure Flow Inc., West Rock, Happy Home Heating & Cooling, 
National Restaurant Designers Division, Burlington Tire Service and Michael Jordan Collision. 

5. In March, Alamance Community College announced its 2018-19 recipients for Faculty Member, 
Adjunct Instructor, and Staff Member of the Year.  

The full-time teaching honoree serves as ACC’s nominee for the state’s Excellence in Teaching 
Award and the Alamance County area Gold Star awards later this year. Here are those who will be 
honored at the May Celebration of Excellence Awards Ceremony: 

W. Ronald McCarter Excellence in Teaching Award: Cyra Kussman, Nursing Instructor  

Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year: Michael Smith, English Instructor 

Staff Member of the Year: Beverly Huffines, Graphics Technician 

6. On March 12, the College hosted a seminar for minority- and women-owned businesses entitled 
"Navigating HUB Certification and How to Do Business with Government Agencies within 
Alamance County." 

HUB is an acronym for Historically Underutilized Businesses. The seminar – which included 
representatives from the City of Burlington, Alamance County, Alamance Chamber of Commerce 
and the ACC Small Business Center – drew about 40 participants eager to learn more about 
competing for contractual projects among state and local government entities. 

Participants represented a wide range of businesses including contractors, architects, consultants, 
grounds management firms, equipment suppliers, and carpet/flooring businesses. 

Participants learned how to register and become certified as a HUB vendor and how this 
certification can open up new business opportunities for their companies. Dr. Algie Gatewood and 
Senator Tony Foriest attended and shared thoughts about the upcoming capital projects tied to 
two recent bond referenda. 

While the week was spring break for students and faculty, March 12 was a busy day in other 
respects. The College again hosted the Burlington Times-News Current Events Challenge and 
Horticulture Technology hosted an appreciation lunch for last year’s volunteers at the national 
landscape competition on ACC’s campus. 
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7. In March, the College learned that it had been awarded a $97,500 Duke Energy Water Resources 
grant. That grant funding will be used to improve water quality on a 3-acre stretch along the Haw 
River. 

The project improves water quality by restoring a currently mown 3-acres in the flood plain to 
native prairie riparian buffer.  This reduces the expense of mowing. That prairie grass will provide 
an enhanced habitat for migratory birds, butterflies, bees and other wildlife.  This will allow 
students in Horticulture Technology and other sciences classes to incorporate wildlife into the 
curricula.   

In addition, the College plans to expand public access to the river by funding a concrete/steel 
staircase for boaters. The College is looking to promote community access to campus facilities.  

Partners on this project include Alamance County Parks, the Haw River Trail and the Piedmont 
Conservation Council, Inc. 

The College also learned in March that it had won a $100,000 grant from the Cannon Foundation 
Inc. for Americans with Disabilities compliance. 

The funding will go toward ensuring ADA compliance across numerous renovation projects 
related to the College’s back-fill initiative. The College’s back-fill initiative is focused on more 
efficient utilization of lab and classroom facilities after five Industrial Technology programs 
vacated space in the move to the Advanced Applied Technology Center. 

8. Save the date 

 April 13 – Regional Science Olympiad 

 May 23 – ACC Celebration of Excellence 

 June 7 – Commencement 

 June 17 – NCSU Summer Engineering Camp 

 June 25 – Ladies in Technology Robotics Camp 

 July 8 – Medical Bridge Summer Camp 

9. In March, seven outside organizations utilized College facilities on the main campus in Graham 
and the Dillingham Center in Burlington. Those groups included: The Sierra Club, Burlington 
Times-News, Toastmasters and the Girl Scouts.  

So far this year, 26 organizations have utilized ACC campuses. The College encourages – and 
measures – such utilization as part of a larger effort to promote the campus and its programs to 
the community. 
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10. Alamance Community College received media attention in March that included the following: 

 March 7 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Alamance County commissioners discussed the 
timing and payment structure to fund ACC’s bond request. 

The Alamance News featured a profile of ACC’s new Basic Law Enforcement Training 
coordinator, Chris Verdeck, a retired Burlington Police Department officer. 

 March 21 
The Alamance News reported on the financing and timeline of the College’s $39.6 million 
bond projects. 

 March 20 
WUNC-TV’s report on the skills gap in North Carolina prominently featured Alamance 
Community College.  


