
1 | P a g e  

 

 President’s Update  
to the Board of Trustees 

February 2019 

 

1. The College on Feb. 13 hosted an academic exploratory event for approximately 1,500 ABSS 8th-
graders. 

The event involved nearly every curriculum program on campus and included tours, activities and 
demonstrations meant to give ABSS students a look at their academic and career training options 
at Alamance Community College. 

Because of the logistical challenge of hosting so many guests, bus arrivals were staggered and 
program review opportunities were rotated and staggered as well.  

For many of those students, this was their first exposure to a college campus. Alamance 
Community College continues to make a concerted effort to reach out to students at an early age 
to encourage college-going aspirations. 

Media provided coverage, including this TV news clip from WGHP-Fox 8’s “What’s Right With Our 
Schools” segment:  

https://myfox8.com/2019/02/25/over-1500-alamance-county-students-get-to-explore-alamance-
community-college/ 

2. Alamance Community College was prominently mentioned and an ACC Dental Assisting student – 
Tukeda Douglas – was officially recognized during Gov. Roy Cooper’s Feb. 25 “State of the State” 
address. 

In discussing his educational agenda, Gov. Cooper noted how Tukeda Douglas was a recipient of a 
Finish Line Grant and how he met her and heard her story during a tour of ACC on Jan. 10. Gov. 
Cooper used that tour and a round-table discussion with students to discuss his Finish Line Grant 
program. 

The Finish Line Grants program helps community college students who face unforeseen financial 
emergencies to complete their training. Bills submitted for payment may include automobile 
repairs or insurance, utility bills, unexpected medical bills, childcare expenses, and course 
materials. Each student recipient is limited to $1,000 per semester and must have completed at 
least 50% of their degree or credential program. 

ACC was among the first community colleges to kick off its Finish Line Grants program in fall 2018. 
As of early January, 20 students have been helped and nearly $12,100 awarded. 

3. In February, myFutureNC - a statewide commission focused on educational attainment through 
bringing together North Carolina’s thought leaders in education, business, philanthropy, faith‐
based, and nonprofit communities - announced an ambitious education goal to strengthen the 
economy of North Carolina.  

https://myfox8.com/2019/02/25/over-1500-alamance-county-students-get-to-explore-alamance-community-college/
https://myfox8.com/2019/02/25/over-1500-alamance-county-students-get-to-explore-alamance-community-college/
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The goal is this: By 2030, two million 25- to 44-year-old North Carolinians will receive a high-
quality postsecondary degree or credential.  

It’s estimated that 67% of jobs require a postsecondary degree or high-quality credential, but only 
an estimated 49% of North Carolinians between the ages of 25 and 44 have completed that level 
of education. 

Governor Roy Cooper, Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger, North Carolina House Speaker Tim 
Moore, North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities President A. Hope Williams, and 
North Carolina Community College President Peter Hans announced the initiative. 

The Commission proposes four focus areas to achieve the goal: Education & Workforce 
Alignment; Access to Lifelong Educational Opportunities; Preparation for Education, Career, & 
Life; and Comprehensive Support Systems. 

More information about the focus areas can be found in the A Call to Action report. For more 
details, visit myFutureNC. 

4. Triangle Grading and Paving is partnering with Alamance Community College to launch an 
inaugural Heavy Equipment Operator certificate program on January 28, 2019.  

The introductory course is designed to provide even the most novice student a practical 
understanding of basic heavy equipment operation. Student participants will learn the essential 
skills of earth moving, digging, trenching and loading, in addition to heavy equipment safety, 
preventive maintenance, and construction site fundamentals. 

Based in Burlington, Triangle Grading and Paving provides public, federal and private construction 
services across the Southeast. The company has been in business since 1980. The company has 
donated land on Kirkpatrick Road to the College for use to provide tactical field experience, as 
well as land on Alamance Road in Burlington, which will house the classroom building to teach the 
HEO program. 

5. James Adkins, Department Head for Computer-Aided Drafting Technology at Alamance 
Community College, was named the 2018 SolidWorks User Group Leader of the Year. 

Adkins, recognized for his work with the Burlington-Alamance County SolidWorks User Group, 
received the award while attending the SolidWorks World 2019 Conference in Dallas, Texas 
February 10-13.  

SolidWorks is an industry-leading, parametric solid modeling Computer Aided Design (CAD) 3D 
software package which Adkins’ students use in the classroom lab.   

Adkins founded the Burlington-Alamance County SolidWorks User Group in March 2017. He 
teaches the SolidWorks software applications in his Computer-Aided Drafting (CAD) classes at 
Alamance Community College.  

6. The College hosted the Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership Academy on Feb. 21 and Impact 
Alamance’s Teacher Leadership Academy on Feb. 26. 

https://www.myfuturenc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/A-Call-to-Action-Final-Report_February-2019.pdf
https://www.myfuturenc.org/
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These annual visits allow the College to promote its workforce development mission to up-and-
coming leaders in business and education and provide them with a deeper appreciation of how 
ACC contributes to economic development in Alamance County.  

7. In February, Alamance Community College began planning for a March 12th workshop for 
Historically Underutilized Businesses (HUB).  

The workshop is meant to help minority and women-owned businesses better understand the 
bidding and vendor selection process by local and state government entities. The City of 
Burlington, the Alamance Chamber of Commerce, and ABSS will also participate in a roundtable 
discussion entitled How to Do Business with Governmental Agencies within Alamance County. 

Participants can learn more about the Minority and Women-owned Business Enterprise (MWBE), 
a state program designed to advocate and facilitate business growth and provide opportunities 
for the historically underutilized businesses.  

8. Three high-achieving students are Alamance Community College’s nominees for state awards 
sponsored by the NC Community College System.  

2019 Academic Excellence Award Recipient 
Lazarus Limo is a native of Kenya, where he learned English beginning in elementary school while 
spending time helping his mother on their small-scale farm. Limo harbored ambitions of becoming 
an engineer and he credits his mother for encouraging him to work hard to change his future. In 
February 2017, he immigrated to the U.S. to join his father. Enrolling at ACC, he proved a very 
good student except in one crucial area: he had never used a desktop computer. He was directed 
to a tutor in the campus skills lab where he learned basic computer skills through practical 
projects. As a result of that assistance, Limo went from a failing grade in his Computer-Aided 
Drafting Technology class to an “A” at semester’s end. Now with a GPA of 4.0, Limo is working 
toward a fall 2019 degree in Mechatronics Engineering Technology.  

The Academic Excellence Award is sponsored by the NC Community College System (NCCCS). One 
student is selected from each community college for the award. 

2019 Dallas Herring Achievement Award 
Josh Hannaford enrolled at Alamance Community College following a disappointing stint at NC 
State University, where his dreams of working in the computer industry began to dim after failing 
to earn a bachelor’s degree. But when he enrolled in ACC’s Information Technology program, he 
found his true calling in mobile application development. Following an instructor’s advice, he 
applied for a unique apprenticeship opportunity through IBM’s partnership with ACC. After a 
rigorous interview process, Hannaford was selected as one of only a handful of students across 
North Carolina to enter the apprenticeship. Once at IBM’s Research Triangle facility, Hannaford 
gained invaluable hands-on experience and learned from professionals already employed in the 
field. After less than two years of apprenticeship, Josh Hannaford now works fulltime at IBM as a 
Software Developer. “I use what I learned at ACC every single day in my job at IBM,” the 22-year-
old said. 

The Dallas Herring Achievement Award was established by the North Carolina Community College 
System. 
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2019 Governor Robert W. Scott Student Leadership Award 
Jamila Tate is a student in the Alamance-Burlington Early College where she has a weighted GPA 
of 4.66. As a student in ACC’s Honors Program, she takes rigorous college credit classes and is a 
member of Phi Theta Kappa. She has completed three month-long residential summers at Elon 
Academy at Elon University, and served as a Leadership Team Member there for the past two 
summers. Her leadership activities have included Elon Academy Ambassador, in which she 
promoted college education to local elementary and middle school students. For the past two 
years she has helped spearhead volunteer efforts with the Burlington Youth Council and her 
school’s National Honors Society.  

The Governor Robert W. Scott Student Leadership Award was established by the North Carolina 
Community College System and honors a student active in campus activities and who possesses 
traits that will help them become leaders in their communities. 

9. Save the date 

 March 15 – Board of Trustees Annual Retreat 

 April 13 – Regional Science Olympiad 

 May 23 – ACC Celebration of Excellence 

 June 7 – Commencement 

 June 17 – NCSU Summer Engineering Camp 

 June 25 – Ladies in Technology Robotics Camp 

 July 8 – Medical Bridge Summer Camp 

10. In February, 12 outside organizations utilized College facilities on the main campus in Graham and 
the Dillingham Center in Burlington. Those groups included: Impact Alamance, the Alamance 
Chamber of Commerce, the United Way, and the Girl Scouts. 

So far this year, 19 organizations have utilized ACC campuses. The College encourages – and 
measures – such utilization as part of a larger effort to promote the campus and its programs to 
the community. 

11. Alamance Community College received media attention in February that included the following: 

 Feb. 6 
The Burlington Times-News reported that the Alamance County Board of Commissioners 
approved the community college’s estimated additional $829,502 annual cost of operating six 
new facilities it plans to build with much of its $39.6 million bond voters approved for ACC in 
November. 

 February 13 
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The Burlington Times-News reported that Alamance Community College is offering Basic Law 
Enforcement Training classes at night to better accommodate residents with full-time jobs. It 
is holding an Open House Feb. 23.  

 February 21 
EdNC reported on ACC students who are currently employed in their fields of study while they 
are continuing their college academics. 

 February 25 
WGHP-Fox8 featured ACC’s Feb. 13 hosting event of 1,500 ABSS 8th-graders as part of the 
station’s “What’s Right With Our Schools” segment. 

 February 27 
The Mebane Enterprise reported ACC’s hosting 1,500 ABSS 8th-graders on Feb. 13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


