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 President’s Update  
to the Board of Trustees 

April 2019 

 

1. Initial discussions began April 24 regarding a transfer articulation agreement between Alamance 
Community College and Western Governor’s University. Under such an agreement, ACC 
graduates, staff, and faculty would have an opportunity to earn advanced degrees in such areas as 
business, health care, Information Technology and teaching. 

The agreement would be the first time ACC has partnered with a private, non-profit online 
university. Western Governor’s University – based in Salt Lake City, Utah - is the brainchild of 19 
governors in western states seeking to open educational access. The North Carolina General 
Assembly joined a consortium of other participating states in 2017. 

The agreement would allow ACC graduates to pursue advanced degrees at their own pace and 
from home or office. Tuition costs are generally lower than most university programs in and near 
North Carolina. In addition, ACC students, faculty and staff will also receive a 5 percent tuition 
discount for up to four academic terms. 

ACC is also working with UNC-Wilmington on a transfer agreement that would provide $1,500-
$3,000 scholarship assistance to ACC graduates wanting to become a Seahawk. UNC-W would 
also provide advisors who would work out of the ACC main campus. A signing ceremony is 
expected sometime in late May.   

ACC has long participated in a statewide articulation pact with all 16 universities in the UNC 
System. In recent years, ACC has sought to streamline transfer to specific colleges or programs. 
These include UNC-G Spartan Passage, N.C. Central Eagle ACCess, and NCSU-C3. Additionally, ACC 
in recent years has forged stronger ties with Guilford College and N.C. A &T State University.    

2. Alamance Community College for the first time ever hosted “Made in Alamance” – an event to 
forge closer ties between the Industrial Technology Division by showcasing products created by 
companies in Alamance County.  

Demonstrations and booths at Holly Hill Mall & Business Center on April 30 provided citizens a 
glimpse at the breadth and depth of Alamance products that very few people know about. 

Justin Snyder, Dean of Industrial Technologies, leveraged the event to demonstrate the role ACC 
provides in supporting our local economy through workforce development. ACC training is a vital 
link between the Alamance-Burlington Schools and employers. 

ACC partnered with the Alamance Chamber of Commerce and the Career Accelerated Program 
(CAP) to coordinate the Made in Alamance showcase. More than 30 local companies participated, 
including Fairystone Fabrics, Atlas American Lighting, USA Dutch, Chisholm Service, Sandvik 
Coromant, GKN Driveline, Glen Raven, and Syntech. 
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3. The College is offering its first Histotechnology course to nearly a dozen students starting this 
summer. The two-year-program was approved by state and accrediting agencies. Histotechnology 
is a relatively new program for ACC and is part of the Biotechnology and Life Sciences Center of 
Excellence.  

4. Alamance Community College students excelled at this spring’s SkillsUSA North Carolina 
Conference competitions, with students in Welding Technology, Cosmetology, and Information 
Technology winning awards.  

The 54th annual conference was held April 9-11 at the Greensboro Coliseum and Koury 
Convention Center. Alamance Community College brought dozens of competitors to its campus in 
Haw River by hosting the Welding competition in the College’s Advanced Applied Technology 
Center (AATC). 

The conference is the largest showcase of Career and Technical Education in North Carolina with 
more than 2,500 outstanding career and technical education students competing in more than 
120 hands-on trade, technical and leadership contests. These contests span more than 95 trade 
areas from construction, automotive, and welding to drafting, public safety, culinary, and 
cosmetology. 

ACC was recognized at the awards ceremony as one of the top 10 schools for membership growth 
this year. 

SkillsUSA is a national partnership of students, teachers and industry, working together to ensure 
America has a skilled workforce by providing students with the opportunities to gain personal 
skills, workplace skills, and technical skills grounded in academics.   

5. Alamance Community College hosted a free Life Sciences networking event on April 24. A 
recruiting and information session provided information about life science programs at ACC, such 
as Biotechnology, Agricultural Biotechnology, Histotechnology and Medical Laboratory 
Technology.  

An industry panel followed with representatives from Sobran, United Therapeutics, Eurofins and 
LabCorp. This Life Sciences networking and information event was geared toward rising high 
school juniors and seniors, ACC students, non-traditional students and ACC alumni.  

6. April has been a busy month on campus.  

About 600 children and family members came to ACC for its 2nd Annual Community Easter Egg 
Hunt on April 6.  

About 700 competitors and their families were on campus for the April 13 N.C. Elementary School 
Regional Science Olympiad. 

Both events are meant to introduce grade-school children – and their families – to the College and 
its many curriculum programs. 

In addition, two different video crews were on campus April 22 to provide the College’s Marketing 
Department with promotional support. 
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CareerUSA filmed a segment exclusively on the Information Technology/Cyber Security program. 
The other vendor – SeeBoundless Productions – filmed across campus to craft a 360-degree 
virtual tour of the campus.  

Both video projects were free to the College. 

7. Alamance Community College President Dr. Algie Gatewood was honored this month with an 
award from Phi Theta Kappa (PTK), the honor society for community college students.  

Dr. Gatewood was among 18 community college presidents to receive the Shirley B. Gordon 
Award from Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) at the honor society’s international convention held in 
Orlando, Florida, April 4-6. 

The Shirley B. Gordon Awards are given to college presidents who have shown strong support of 
student success on their campus by recognizing academic achievement, leadership, and service 
among high-achieving students at their colleges. The Shirley B. Gordon Award is Phi Theta Kappa’s 
most prestigious award for community college presidents. 

8. The 2019 ACC Foundation Employee Giving Campaign kicked off Tuesday, April 2. Faculty and staff 
are encouraged to donate generously in support of our students. Historically, about 92 percent of 
all ACC employees donate to the Foundation. 

9. On April 2, BSA Architects provided to faculty and staff an overview of the “back fill” project – the 
renovation and expansion work that resulted from moving five technology-based programs to the 
Advanced Applied Technology Center.  

The overview, shared with stakeholders, focused on phased construction, timetables and 
rationale. The review process is meant to solicit feedback and ideas for optimizing space and 
renovations. 

10. Save the date 

 May 13 – Start of summer hours 

 May 23 – ACC Celebration of Excellence; Summer Semester begins 

 June 7 – Commencement 

 June 17 – NCSU Summer Engineering Camp 

 June 25 – Ladies in Technology Robotics Camp 

 July 8 – Medical Bridge Summer Camp 

 July 22 – Last day of Summer Semester   
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11. In April, six outside organizations utilized College facilities on the main campus in Graham and the 
Dillingham Center in Burlington. Those groups included: Get Smart Retirement Group, 
Toastmasters and the Girl Scouts.  

So far this year, 32 organizations have utilized ACC campuses. The College encourages – and 
measures – such utilization as part of a larger effort to promote the campus and its programs to 
the community. 

12. Alamance Community College received media attention in April that included the following: 

 April 1 

The Burlington Times-News reported on the newest exhibit at the College’s Scott Family 
Collection. 

 April 2 

The Burlington Times-News reported on the College’s $4.7 million request to the Alamance 
Board of County Commissioners. 

 April 4 

The Alamance News reported on ACC’s Celebration of Excellence winners. 

The Alamance News reported on the College’s upcoming Community Easter Egg Hunt. 

 April 6-7 

WXLV45 and WMYV48 reported on the College’s Basic Skills Plus and our Career College 
programs.  

 April 11 

The Alamance News reported that College trustees approved using $94,000 in bookstore 
funds to update the student center.  

The Alamance News reported that College trustees approved using $350,000 in county funds 
to cover shortfalls in the current budget due to aging equipment. 

The Alamance News reported on ACC horticulture students successfully competing in the 
National Landscape Competition in Colorado. 

 April 24 

The Mebane Enterprise reported a round-up of recent events and activities at ACC, including 
a 7-week Information Technology certificate program, Phi Theta Kappa awards, the April Life 
Sciences networking event, and ACC leaders meeting with the local General Assembly 
delegation to discuss issues of interest to community colleges.  


