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 President’s Update  
to the Board of Trustees 

August 2019 

 

1. The College celebrated Alamance Community College Day on August 23 with a host of community 
leaders and organizations showing their pride in the 61-year-old institution through a social media 
campaign. 

For three years now, the College has chosen one day in August to highlight how so many people in 
Alamance County have been touched by ACC.  

A special website is used to display photographs of county leaders and organizations alongside 
signage that reads “Take Pride in Alamance Community College.” In addition, yard signs were 
distributed across the county. The July segment of Triad Today TV also mentioned the annual 
event. 

2. For the fifth consecutive year, ACC partnered with the Triad Business Journal in hosting The State 
of Alamance – an annual symposium that examines issues related to economic development, 
workforce development and education. 

This year’s event on August 9 was the largest crowd to ever attend, according to the Triad 
Business Journal. 

The event kicked off with a keynote address from Allen Gant Jr., the chairman of Glen Raven Inc. 
Mr. Gant told the audience of CEOs, presidents, and directors of community agencies and 
companies about what it takes for Alamance County to be competitive not just in the next few 
years but for decades to come. 

A panel then discussed keys to preparing a talented, sustainable and innovative workforce for the 
future. The guests were Dr. Connie Book, President of Elon University; Tracey Grayzer, President 
of Impact Alamance; Traci Butler, Senior Vice President of LabCorp; and Vicki Moran, Interim 
President of Alamance Regional Medical Center. 

3. Dr. Cristy Holmes has been appointed Director of Advising, centralizing key administrative 
advising duties that the College hopes will make student advising more efficient.  

In the past, advising duties were shared by various stakeholders across the College and the 
process was not as efficient as it could be. By creating a point person for managing the process 
and providing faculty updates, ACC hopes to improve student advising and retention. 

The move is the first step toward transitioning all advising to faculty in 2020. 

4. The College held a grand opening and ribbon-cutting for the refurbished Student Activities Center 
on August 19, the first day of fall classes. ACC President Dr. Algie Gatewood had fun with students 
cutting the ribbon for the renovated space that will provide students with new seating where they 
can relax, study and socialize in style and comfort. 
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Later in the week, the Student Government Association unveiled their new mascot – a river otter 
named Haw. The otter mascot joined scores of students, faculty and staff for activities on the 
multi-sports court behind the Gee Building. 

5. In August, the College library donated 300-plus paperback books for a new reading program to 
help incarcerated individuals with their reading skills, thanks to local prison ministry activist 
Michael Graves. 

ACC’s Learning Resources Center reached out to Graves when its staff heard of the project and 
responded with the donation. Announcing the donation were Alamance Commissioner Steve 
Carter; Sheriff Terry Johnson; Dr. Dorothy Yarborough of Burlington Housing Authority; Michael 
Graves; Julie Emmons, ACC Trustee and District Director for Congressman Mark Walker; and ACC 
President Dr. Algie Gatewood. 

6. On August 7, the College hosted an emergency preparedness table-top exercise involving ACC 
leadership and about two dozen representatives from law enforcement and fire and rescue. 

The exercise was meant to evaluate communication effectiveness among the College and the 
various first responder entities. The exercise simulated an active shooter drill and it followed a 
series of simulated re-enactments over the summer at the Advanced Applied Technology Center. 

The College is working to improve its response in the event of an active shooter, tornado, 
interstate chemical spill, fire or other emergency event. 

In October, the College will host a full active shooter drill involving hundreds of emergency 
responders and College representatives. The College will test its lock-down procedure and 
internal and external communications during that active shooter simulation. 

7. The Alamance Community College Library will commemorate the life and work of Crystal Lee 
Sutton, activist, feminist, and inspiration for the Academy Award-winning film, “Norma Rae,” with 
an exhibit and several special events beginning September 9.    

The special library exhibit will be open the entire month of September. The Crystal Lee Sutton 
Collection is housed year-round in the ACC library.   

8. Save the date:  

 September 11 – ACC Foundation’s Back to the Classroom for donors 

 October 21-26 – Fall Break 

 November 2 – The Reinhartsen 5k Run 

 November 11 – Veteran’s Day Breakfast 

 December 4 - President’s Business & Elected Leaders Breakfast 

 December 21-Jan. 1 – Holiday Break 

 January 1 - ACC is a smoke-free campus 

 January 8 – Spring classes begin 

9. In August, 7 outside groups utilized facilities on the Main Campus and The Dillingham Center, 
including Toastmasters, Alamance County Emergency Services, and the Girl Scouts. Through 
August, 55 community groups have leveraged College facilities. 
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10. Alamance Community College received media attention in August that included:  

 August 1 
The Alamance News published ACC’s fall President’s and Dean’s lists students. 

The Mebane Enterprise published ACC’s fall President’s and Dean’s lists students. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported ACC hosting a Medical Bridge Camp for Minority Males, a 
Manufacturing Summer Camp for middle school students, and a Ladies in Tech Summer camp 
for middle school students. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported ACC’s Horticulture Department articulation agreement with 
N.C. State University. 

 August 8 
The Alamance News reported that Alamance County commissioners approved $1.8 million for 
the College’s advanced architectural consulting services.  

 August 9 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Elon University President Dr. Connie Book hopes to 
build a stronger transfer agreement with Alamance Community College. 

 August 10 
The Triad Business Journal reported on topics covered at the State of Alamance, hosted and 
sponsored by Alamance Community College. 

 August 11 
The Burlington Times News reported on topics covered at the State of Alamance, hosted and 
sponsored by Alamance Community College. 

 August.15 
The Alamance News reported that Carl Steinbicker and BG (retired) Blake Williams were 
reappointed to the College’s Board of Trustees.  

 August.19 
WGHP-Fox 8 reported that Alamance Community College donated hundreds of books for a 
county inmate library collection. 

 August.20 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Alamance Community College donated hundreds of 
books for a county inmate library collection. 

 August.26 
WGHP-Fox 8 reported that the College was leveraging a $100,000 grant to create a native 
prairie grass feature at the campus rear abutting the Haw River. 


