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 President’s Update  
to the Board of Trustees 

May and June 2019 

 

1. On June 7, Alamance Community College celebrated Commencement, graduating 912 students in 
curriculum, GED/HISET (high school equivalency) and AHS (Adult High School). 

Additionally, 135 Career and College Promise graduates were recognized. Career and College 
Promise (CCP) is a state program that allows qualified high school students to take community 
college courses for free, following a specific pathway that can lead to college credits, certificates, 
and the Associate in Arts and/or Associate in Science degrees that are transferable to four-year 
institutions. 

The 2019 Commencement speaker was Dr. Connie Book, President of Elon University.  

2. At a May 20 signing ceremony, University of North Carolina – Wilmington Chancellor Jose 
Sartarelli and ACC President Algie Gatewood entered into a new transfer articulation agreement 
between the two institutions.  

The Pathway to Excellence Guaranteed Admission Agreement provides a road toward full 
admission to UNC Wilmington for ACC students with an associate’s degree. 

The core values of the Pathway to Excellence Agreement are:  

 Guaranteed admission to UNCW for ACC students completing an Associate of Arts, 
Associate of Science, Associate of Engineering, Associate of Fine Arts in Visual Arts, 
Associate of Fine Arts in Music 

 Must have cumulative GPA of at least 2.5 (on 4.0 scale) in transferable, college-level 
coursework from ACC 

Other benefits for ACC students include: 

 UNCW will provide a Transfer Student Success Advisor to meet with students at ACC at 
intervals throughout each semester, working with ACC advising staff to help students 
create a path of transfer and beyond. 

 UNCW will host ACC students annually in an Open House event. UNCW will provide an 
application event each spring at ACC providing application fee waivers to students 
applying to transfer. 

In addition, ACC graduates transferring to UNCW will automatically be considered for The UNC-
W Transfer Merit Scholarship. Designed to award incoming transfer students, the minimum 
requirements are a 3.0 grade point average (GPA) and a transferable associate’s degree. 
Scholarships are one-year awards ranging $1,500 to $3,000, divided equally across fall and 
spring semesters.  
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The Pathway to Excellence Program with UNC Wilmington is the latest transfer agreement that 
ACC has partnered with other North Carolina institutions of higher learning. Other partnerships 
of recent years include those with NC State, NC Central, UNCG, Elon University, and NC A&T 
State University. 

3. Also on May 20, College President Dr. Algie Gatewood held a town hall-style session to listen and 
learn about the concerns of Alamance County citizens living in the Southern Alamance area that is 
comprised of Saxapahaw, Snow Camp, Eli Whitney, and Liberty. 

The purpose of the town hall was for the ACC president to learn how best to help residents grow 
their businesses through programs and classes the College can offer. 

Topics residents wanted to address included:  

 What ACC programs should be held in the Southern Alamance community 

 Is there a preference for Lunch & Learn programs, daylong seminars, or multi-week 
classes  

 Which topics would offer businesses the greatest advantages 

4. Alamance Community College alumni, faculty, staff, and students were honored by the College 
May 23 at the 2019 Celebrating Excellence Awards, hosted by the ACC Board of Trustees and the 
ACC Foundation Board of Directors. The annual event, held at the Alamance Country Club, honors 
those who have achieved distinction through hard work and dedication. 

Among those who spoke at the event were Dr. Algie Gatewood, ACC president; Dr. Connie Wolfe, 
Vice President of Instruction; Fairfax Reynolds, ACC Foundation President; and Carolyn Rhode, 
Vice President of Institutional Advancement and Executive Director of the ACC Foundation. 

College faculty and staff were also recognized for excellence: 

Cyra Kussman, Nursing Instructor, as Excellence in Teaching recipient 

Michael Smith, English Instructor, as Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year 

Beverly Huffines, Graphics Technician/Public Information Office, as Staff Member of the Year 

Nick Dunlap, EMS Instructor, as Workforce Development Instructor of the Year 

The 2019 Distinguished Alumna recognition went to Lori Welch Wilson, a 1989 graduate of ACC’s 
Dental Assisting program.  

5. Alamance Community College and local government officials hit local roads and highways June 4 
to promote fall enrollment at the College. 

College faculty, administrators, and county officials took advantage of the Link transit buses’ Free 
Fare Week by riding the public transportation and chatting with potential students where they 
work and live. 
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The “Get Loud for Literacy and Learning” bus rides and festival featured Continuing Education, 
Academic and Career Readiness, and Curriculum faculty riding Link Transit buses to distribute 
information along the route from Alamance Community College to North Park. 

In addition, the event demonstrated the value of Link Transit to local employers. The College 
chose June 4 as its rider date because it allowed enough time for students to enroll for fall classes 
and maximizes exposure since ridership increases by 50 percent during Free Fare Week. 

ACC President Algie Gatewood kicked off the event when he joined numerous other ACC 
personnel, along with Julie Rakestraw of Cone Health, by hopping aboard a special Link Transit 
bus at the College at 11:30 a.m. 

During the event, ACC distributed free books and Fun Pops provided by local company Alamance 
Foods at the Link Transit Hub at 254 S. Worth St. in Burlington.  

6. Alamance Community College is introducing a revamped Industrial Systems Technology degree 
program for the fall 2019 semester. 

The Industrial Systems Technology curriculum was phased out a few years ago on the heels of the 
debut of Mechatronics Engineering Technology, a program whose enrollment numbers have 
grown over the past few years. Consequently, College administrators decided now was the time 
to bring back a revamped Industrial Systems Technology to provide a program for those wishing 
to pursue an alternative career pathway. More recently, the College also received feedback from 
local industry who had a strong interest in hiring Industrial Systems Technology graduates. 

The new Industrial Systems Technology curriculum trains graduates to service, maintain, repair, or 
install equipment for a wide range of industries. Students learn technical skills in blueprint 
reading, electricity, hydraulics/pneumatics, machining, welding, mechatronics and various 
maintenance procedures.  

7. Beginning May 16, the College began hosting eight Emergency Preparedness exercises for first 
responders through August. 

Persons passing nearby during the exercises were notified that they would see police, fire, 
ambulances and emergency personnel. While the exercise was a realistic role-play, passersby 
were told there was no cause for alarm. Road signage was posted in the immediate area and near 
the interstate, reminding passersby of this exercise. 

The training exercises allow Alamance Community College to align its Emergency Management 
Plan with first responders so that agencies can test how well they respond to emergencies within 
a campus community. The training exercises are evaluated by EnviroSafe of Burlington, the 
company that developed the College’s Emergency Operation Plan.  

8. On May 1, Dr. Algie Gatewood held an all-hands meeting with faculty and staff to discuss current 
and future budgets, to introduce the Strategic Budget Efficiency Task Force, and to solicit ideas 
and suggestions for identifying cost-savings and strategic investments with excellent ROI. 

Faculty and staff suggestions were recorded and additional feedback was encouraged. 
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9. A Governor’s Medallion Award for Volunteer Service was presented to Elon Buddies, a 
partnership between Alamance Community College’s Career College and Elon University’s Service 
Learning Program.  

The awards ceremony was held at the State Capitol in Raleigh on May 6. North Carolina First Lady 
Kristin Cooper presided over the awards presentation. 

Elon Buddies, now in its seventh year, is an opportunity for ACC’s Career College students to pair 
with Elon University student volunteers in group and individual activities and special events on 
Elon’s campus twice a month. The outings focus on career development and socialization.  

ACC’s Career College is a two-year integrative certificate program for adults with intellectual or 
developmental and physical disabilities that provides a foundation for transitioning into a career. 
The students develop reading, math, and computer skills along with participation in a hands-on 
practicum experience such as automotive assistant, greenhouse assistant, or health and public 
services assistant. 

10. Savinna Mangalindan of Hillsborough is the latest student at Alamance Community College (ACC) 
to prove that acceptance to a prestigious higher education school can be a reality for those who 
first attend a two-year institution. 

Savinna, a native of the Philippines, moved to North Carolina at age 16. Now 20 years old, she was 
accepted to the University of North Carolina’s Kenan-Flagler Business School and will begin this 
fall to pursue her MBA degree. She follows in the recent footsteps of fellow ACC students 
Christian Williams, who was accepted to M.I.T. in Massachusetts last year, and Jachin Friday, who 
will enroll at Duke University this fall. 

When Savinna transfers to UNC’s Kenan-Flagler Business School, she will study in what is 
consistently ranked as one of the world’s best business schools. 

While at ACC, Savinna was a C-STEP student. C-STEP, or Carolina Student Transfer Excellence 
Program, guarantees admission to UNC Chapel Hill for qualified community college students, with 
the stipulation that they participate in required activities and events both at ACC and at UNC. 
These events include cultural events, social activities, professional development workshops, and 
campus service activities. 

Savinna served as SGA President and student representative to the College’s Board of Trustees. 

11. Alamance Community College was named a 2019 Military Spouse Friendly® School for the 
college’s role in commitment, effort and success in creating sustainable and meaningful benefit 
for the military spouse community. 

Military Friendly® is a trademarked program that benchmarks and rates colleges and companies 
nationwide, helping veterans and military families make well-informed decisions about education 
and career opportunities. 

12. The College hosted an Open House for its upcoming Medical Bridge Summer Camp on June 3. 
There are more than 70 middle and high school students enrolled in that summer enrichment 
program which will be held for the third consecutive year beginning July 8. 
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Interest remains strong among families and the College now has a wait list. The Medical Bridge 
Summer Camp is meant to increase awareness of and interest in medical careers – especially 
dentistry and medicine – among young males of color, in particular African-American males. That 
population is under-represented across the nation in medicine, dentistry and pharmacy. 

13. ACC hosted 18 rising 3rd-5th graders for the inaugural Alamance Engineering Camp, June 17-21. 
The camp is a partnership of ACC, Alamance-Burlington Schools (ABSS) and North Carolina State 
University. 

The purpose of the week-long day camp was to make STEM education more available to students 
in the Alamance County area. STEM is an acronym for science, technology, engineering, and math. 

Students learned about the engineering design process through a series of hands-on science 
activities. The Alamance Engineering Camp staff was composed of certified public school teachers 
trained by The Engineering Place, students at Alamance Community College, and local high school 
students.  

Alamance Engineering Camp is an outreach partner of The Engineering Place, the K-20 outreach 
organization for the College of Engineering at NC State University. 

14. ACC again hosted the BioAcademy for local high school students June 24-27. 

The academy included field trips and hands-on activities in the classrooms and labs. Students 
were equipped with supplies, lab coats, gloves and goggles. There was no expense for the 
participants. The program was funded by an NSF grant. 

The BioAcademy was taught by William H. Woodruff, Professor Emeritus and an adjunct 
instructor in the Biotechnology program. 

15. The Scott Family Collection on June 17 hosted a lecture and book signing chronicling the history of 
the Scott family. 

Rob Christensen, a noted journalist from the Raleigh News & Observer, has written a book 
entitled “The Rise and Fall of the Branch Head Boys: North Carolina’s Scott Family and the Era of 
Progressive Politics. It was published by UNC Press. 

Christensen discussed his research of the Scott family and signed copies of his book. 

16. Save the date: 

 July 8 – Medical Bridge Summer Camp 

 July 22 – Last day of Summer Semester  

 Staff/faculty summer hours end August 9 

 Fall semester begins August 19   

17. Ten outside groups or organizations leveraged the main campus or Dillingham Center for 
activities. Groups included Eastern Alamance High School students, Alamance Community Council 
members, the Sierra Club, Toastmasters, Pathways and the Girl Scouts.  
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Through June, the College has hosted 42 groups. 

18. The College received media attention in May and June that included:   

 May 1 
The Mebane Enterprise reported on Eastern High School students participating in the Career 
Accelerator Program, an apprenticeship program coordinated among ACC, ABSS, the local 
chamber and area manufacturing companies. 

 May 9 
The Alamance News reported that ACC would be conducting emergency response drills 
throughout the summer in conjunction with local law enforcement, fire and rescue. 

 May 11-12 
WXLV45 and WMYV48 reported on the ACC Foundation’s contribution to student success.  

 May 20 
The Burlington Times News reported that the College held a “listening session” in Saxapahaw 
to hear suggestions and concerns from citizens in southern Alamance County. 

 May 22 
The Burlington Times-News published a photo package showcasing the ABSS-ACC Early 
College graduation.  

 May 24 
The Burlington Times News reported that US Careers Online recently completed a 
promotional video highlighting the College’s Information Technology program. That vendor 
has launched a series of videos linking community college programs to rewarding, stable 
careers in North Carolina.  

 June 8-9 
WXLV45 and WMYV48 reported on several new programs the College intends to launch, 
including Food Sciences and Agricultural Biotechnology.  

 June 9 
The Burlington Times-News reported that the College graduated more than 900 students at 
the 2019 Commencement on June 7. 

 June 10 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC was hosting a lecture and book signing 
chronicling the history of the Scott family. 

 June 13 
The Alamance News reported that the College may be forced to sell acreage to Mountain 
Valley Pipeline. 

 June 13 
The Alamance News reported that a healthy local economy impacts community college 
enrollment.  
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 June 19 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Alamance County Commissioners approved a 
budget that accommodates the College’s $39.6 million bond project work.  

The Mebane Enterprise reported on faculty and students recognized at the College’s annual 
Celebration of Excellence.  

 June 20 
The Alamance News reported that Alamance County Commissioners approved a budget that 
accommodates the College’s $39.6 million bond project work.  

The Alamance News reported that the College was hosting a biotechnology summer camp for 
high school students. 

 June 26 
The Mebane Enterprise reported on ACC’s June commencement, including profiles of 
honored students. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC was re-introducing the Industrial Systems 
Technology program. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that the College was hosting a biotechnology summer camp 
for high school students. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that the College was offering an Engineering summer camp 
for area middle-school students.  

The Mebane Enterprise reported that the College was hosting a Biotechnology Academy for 
area high school students. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that Alamance Community College was named a 2019 
Military Spouse Friendly® School. 


