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 President’s Update  
to the Board of Trustees 

January 2019 

 

1. Alamance Community College is the beneficiary of a $1 million gift from LabCorp Inc. The gift 
allows ACC to purchase state-of-the-art equipment and supplies to ensure training, service, and 
maintenance to the College’s Biotechnology, Medical Laboratory Technology (MLT), 
Histotechnology, and Agricultural-Biotechnology labs.  

The College and LabCorp celebrated the contribution and the partnership at a Jan. 28 signing 
ceremony on campus. College administrators and trustees welcomed the gift as they look to 
create a physical Biotechnology and Life Science Center of Excellence building on campus. 

Graduates from the College’s Medical Laboratory Technology program represent a major 
presence at LabCorp’s facilities in Burlington, NC.  

The partnership between LabCorp and Alamance Community College spans several decades. The 
two industry partners collaborated to launch ACC’s Biotechnology program in 1985, Medical 
Laboratory Technology in 1988, and now Histotechnology in 2018. 

Combined, those nationally recognized programs have produced nearly 700 graduates, not the 
least of which is Biotechnology, the oldest continually operating two-year program of its kind in 
the U.S.  

2. NC Governor Roy Cooper visited Alamance Community College on January 10 to conduct a 
roundtable discussion with students who have benefited from the new Finish Line Grants 
program. 

ACC was among the first community colleges to kick off its Finish Line Grants program in fall 2018. 
As of early January, 20 students have been helped and nearly $12,100 awarded. 

The Finish Line Grants program helps community college students who face unforeseen financial 
emergencies to complete their training. Bills submitted for payment may include automobile 
repairs or insurance, utility bills, unexpected medical bills, childcare expenses, and course 
materials. Each student recipient is limited to $1,000 per semester and must have completed at 
least 50% of their degree or credential program. 

The College has partnered with the Workforce Development Board and Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act staff to establish a joint process for reviewing and awarding funding requests 
from students.  

Governor Cooper was joined by Dr. Algie Gatewood, ACC President; Peter Han, NC Community 
College System President; and James Bain, Director of Regional Partnership Workforce 
Development. 
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Governor Cooper was joined in the roundtable conversation by five ACC students, three of whom 
have benefited financially from the Finish Line Grants program. The roundtable was held in the 
Computer-Integrated Machining lab inside the Advanced Applied Technology Center (AATC) on 
the college campus. 

Both Governor Cooper and NC Community College System President Peter Hans praised the 
leadership at ACC for helping students stay in school. Student retention and completion are vital 
to this College’s workforce development mission. 

3. Cynthia Winters, an appointee of NC Governor Roy Cooper, was sworn in January 14 to fill a seat 
on the Alamance Community College Board of Trustees.  

A graduate of Walter Williams High School in Burlington, Winters earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1978, and later took accounting 
courses at Elon University. She has worked since 2004 at Pinnacle Financial Partners, and 
currently holds the position of Vice President-Financial Advisor. Previous employment includes 
RBC Centura and Wachovia Bank and Trust Co. 

Winters’ community service activity includes United Way of Alamance County Board of Directors 
(since 2016); volunteering at Alamance Burlington Schools System; Burlington Recreation and 
Parks Commission, 1997-2010; Alamance Regional Medical Center Strategic Planning Committee; 
and committee participation at Jeffries Cross Baptist Church. 

4. In January, Dr. Algie Gatewood was notified that he was selected for the Phi Beta Kappa Shirley B. 
Gordon Award of Distinction. Dr. Gatewood was nominated by the College’s PTK Chapter and was 
recognized for his support of and presence at Phi Beta Kappa club events and for securing 
financial support of PTK members attending out-of-state PTK events.  
 

5. Spring semester began Jan. 7 at Alamance Community College. Spring break for students and 
faculty is March 11-16. 

 
6. Alamance Community College leaders met with the local legislative delegation in January to 

review the NC Community College System’s 2019 Legislative Agenda. Community college leaders 
are asking the General Assembly for additional investments in programs and technology that 
foster workforce development. 

The system’s agenda includes $11.5 million to fund short-term workforce training programs and 
bring funding in line with curriculum programs. Additionally, the legislative agenda includes $2.8 
million to expand the Career Coach program across the state. ACC was among the first to pilot the 
project in two local high schools. 

In addition, the system office is seeking increases in staff and faculty salaries to bring them closer 
to the national average.  

7. In January, The College hosted a poster exhibit entitled Shoah, How Was It Humanly Possible? 
outside the Patterson Auditorium. The exhibit covers historical aspects of the Holocaust, 
beginning with Jewish life in pre-Holocaust Europe and ending with the liberation of Nazi 
concentration and extermination camps. The exhibit was made possible by the Yad Vashem – The 
World Holocaust Remembrance Center and the ACC Foundation.  
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8. The North Carolina Humanities Council announced that Alamance Community College was 
selected as a host site for the Water/Ways tour. The College’s proposal “Life Along the Haw River” 
was met positively by the Council’s selection committee. 

The College’s exhibit will open in 2021. 

9. Save the date:  

 Feb. 13 – ABSS 8th-grade tours 

 Feb. 26 – Impact Alamance Teacher Leadership Academy Tour 

 March 15 – Board of Trustees Annual Retreat 

 April 13 – Regional Science Olympiad 

 May 23 – ACC Celebration of Excellence 

 June 7 – Commencement 

 June 17 – NCSU Summer Engineering Camp 

 June 25 – Ladies in Technology Robotics Camp 

 July 8 – Medical Bridge Summer Camp 

10. In January, 7 outside organizations utilized College facilities on the main campus in Graham and 
the Dillingham Center in Burlington, including Girl Scouts, Toastmasters and Pathways. 
 

11. Alamance Community College received media attention in January that included the following:  

 Jan 2 
The Times-News reported that ACC hosted the “Girl’s Take Tech” event at the Advanced 
Applied Technology Center. The event showcases high-tech programs and tries to raise 
awareness and interest among female middle schoolers.  

 Jan. 9 
The Burlington Times-News featured an ACC student who wrote a memoir about his personal 
battle with cancer.  

 Jan. 10 
The Alamance News reported that the first phase of the College’s bond projects will be a 
parking deck and the Biotechnology Center of Excellence.  

WFMY2, WGHP8, WXII12, SpectrumTV News, WBTV, and the Burlington Times-News reported 
on Gov. Roy Cooper’s visit to ACC to discuss his Finish Line Grants program and ACC’s role in 
making it a success.  

 Jan. 12 
The Greensboro News & Record featured ACC student Kolby Hunter – a UNC-Chapel Hill 
transfer student via C-Step. 
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 Jan. 13 
The Burlington Times-News editorial gave the College a thumbs up for bringing Gov. Roy 
Cooper to campus. 

 Jan. 16 
The Burlington Times-News reported on how ACC plans to phase in the projects outlined in 
the successful bond referendum.  

The Burlington Times-News reported that Cynthia Winters is the College’s newest board 
trustee. 

 Jan. 17 
The Alamance News reported on how ACC plans to phase in the projects outlined in the 
successful bond referendum.  

The Alamance News reported that Cynthia Winters is the College’s newest board trustee. 

The Alamance News reported that Gov. Roy Cooper visited Alamance Community College to 
discuss his Finish Line Grants program.  

The Alamance News reported that ACC will offer training seminars to encourage more local 
minority-owned businesses to participate in the bid process for the College’s capital projects. 

 Jan. 23 
The American Association of Community College’s Community College Daily online publication 
reported on ACC’s strategy and activities to win a $39.6 million bond referendum. 

 Jan. 24 
The Alamance News reported that ACC is moving forward with $2.5 million in energy 
upgrades. 

The Alamance News reported on new additions to ACC’s Foundation. 

 Jan. 28 
WGHP-Fox8 reported that ACC received a $1 million gift from LabCorp.  

 Jan. 29 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC received a $1 million gift from LabCorp.  

 


