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 President’s Update  
to the Board of Trustees 

October 2018 

 

 

1. A $100,000 Economic Development Award (EDA) from the North Carolina Biotechnology Center 
will boost bioscience industry growth in Burlington and Alamance County. 

The grant, in partnership with the City of Burlington, will be used to help Alamance Community 
College prepare local talent for new jobs created by LabCorp, the Burlington-based global life 
sciences company that offers comprehensive clinical laboratory and end-to-end drug 
development services. The grant is tied to LabCorp’s commitment to create and maintain at least 
20 new life science-related jobs in Alamance County over the next four years and will be 
administered by the City of Burlington. 

The EDA program provides performance-based grants to help communities attract life science 
jobs and economic development by supporting a defined company expansion or relocation 
project. Burlington’s EDA will be used to develop the job-training capacity at Alamance 
Community College, tailored to the needs of LabCorp but relevant to other life science employers 
as well. 

The partnership will provide ACC’s Biotechnology Department with a new DNA sequencer for 
hands-on genetics and cell culture education for the benefit of the school’s Biotechnology and 
Medical Laboratory Technology students. 

The life sciences are a large and growing industry in Burlington, Alamance County and the greater 
Piedmont Triad region. A dozen bioscience companies operate in the county, employing 
about 3,700 people there. Another 28 companies in the county provide supporting products and 
services to the industry. 

Burlington/Alamance County is No. 1 in the nation for small metropolitan statistical areas in 
research, testing and medical labs. 

2. Alamance Community College is one of 35 colleges across the state that learned in October it 
would be receiving funding from Gov. Roy Cooper’s Finish Line Grants. 

The program provides aid to community college students who find themselves facing financial 
emergencies such as pricey car repairs or medical expenses. 

More than $1.8 million will be distributed to community colleges. ACC will learn soon the specific 
amount it will receive. 

The Finish Line grant money can fund up to $1,000 per student. Students have to be three-
quarters of the way through their academic career and in good academic standing. The funds are 
paid directly to vendors (such as mechanics or utilities companies), and students are notified. 
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Grants for gas, groceries or other items that students need to purchase will be distributed as gift 
cards. 

3. On October 3, the College celebrated National Disabilities Month and hosted “Transitions Through 
Community Connections” – a 2.5-hour program that highlighted services and programs that serve 
the disabled population. 

Speakers included Julie Scott Emmons, District Director for U.S. Congressman Mark Walker; Dr. 
Trudie Hughest, Associate Director of Disabilities Services and Professional Development; 
Margaret Samuels, CEO of OE Enterprises; and Dr. Algie Gatewood. 

4. Dr. Algie Gatewood presented at the N.C. Executive Roundtable on Oct. 5 in Cary, explaining to 
business leaders the strategy behind the College’s Biotechnology Center of Excellence. 

In addition, he covered highlights and significant milestones at ACC over the past year and 
discussed the College’s role in workforce training and economic development. The Roundtable’s 
speakers have included U.S. Senator Thom Tillis and N.C. State Treasurer Dale Folwell. 

5. The College’s Medical Assisting program celebrated its 20th anniversary on Oct. 17 at a special 
program attended by faculty, staff and students. In addition, previous department heads and 
alumni of that program were also in attendance. 
 

6. In October, the College continued planning for a special program celebrating the 30th anniversary 
of its Medical Laboratory Technology program. 

The Medical Laboratory Technology (MLT) department has been an integral part of ACC’s science 
curriculum since 1988. The program prepares students to perform clinical laboratory procedures 
that are used in the maintenance of health, diagnosis and treatment of disease. The College has 
partnered for many years with LabCorp, Inc. of Burlington, where MLT students spend much of 
their clinical time learning laboratory skills. 

The College is planning a celebratory event for alumni and clinical affiliates Nov. 4 on the main 
Carrington-Scott Campus. 

7. More than 300 guests and students attended the annual Donor-Recipient reception at the College 
on Oct. 24. The event gives ACC Foundation scholarship students the opportunity to meet and 
chat with donors who make those scholarships possible. 
 

8. Little Diversified Architectural Consulting received the following awards from the American 
Institute for Architects for their design work of the Advanced Applied Technology Center at 
Alamance Community College: AIA Triangle - Merit Award; AIA North Carolina – Merit Award; NC 
Structural Engineering Excellence Award; Outstanding Design. A fifth award will be announced 
later this year in Charlotte.  

The $16 million state-of-the-art facility opened in the fall of 2017 and hosts five industrial 
programs.  
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9. Save the date: 

Nov. 3 – Reinhartsen Run 

Nov. 13 – Press conference and special announcement for a significant in-kind donation from 
industry.  

Nov. 28 – The Dallas Herring Lecture and Dr. I.E. Ready Distinguished Leader Award ceremony 

Dec. 5 – Public Officials and Business Leaders Breakfast 

Jan. 7 – Spring semester begins  

10. In October, 12 outside organizations utilized College facilities on the main campus in Graham and 
the Dillingham Center in Burlington, including the Alamance Board of Elections, N.C. Department 
of Public Instruction, Piedmont Triad Human Resources Professionals, Toastmasters, Girl Scouts, 
and Pathways. 

A total of 91 groups have leveraged college facilities so far this year. 

Opening the campus to outside organizations and their activities was a strategic move to raise 
awareness of the College and expose more of the community to ACC. 

11. In October, the College received media attention that included the following: 

 Oct. 2 
The Times-News reported that Burlington City Council discussed passing a resolution in 
support of the ACC and ABSS bond measures. 

 Oct. 3 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Graham City Council adopted a resolution in 
support of the ACC and ABSS bond measures. 

 Oct. 4 
SpectrumNews reported that ACC’s bond referendum was on the Nov. 6 ballot. 

 Oct. 6 
ABC-45 WXLV aired a segment in which Dr. Algie Gatewood promoted the ACC bond 
referendum and outlined the College’s future needs.  

 Oct. 7 
My48 WMYV aired a segment in which Dr. Algie Gatewood promoted the ACC bond 
referendum and outlined the College’s future needs.  

 Oct. 14 
The Burlington Times-News published an op-ed column from Dr. Algie Gatewood, promoting 
the Vote 3 bond referendum campaign and outlining ACC’s future needs.  

 Oct. 16 
WGHP-Fox 8 aired a Newsmaker Profile of Algie Gatewood which promoted the ACC bond 
referendum to address future College needs.  
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 Oct. 17  
The Triad Business Journal reported the N.C. Biotechnology Center, through a partnership 
with the city of Burlington, LabCorp, Alamance Community College and Illumnia, has given a 
$100,000 economic development grant to foster training and industry growth in 
biotechnology and life science. 

 Oct. 18 
The Triad Business Journal published an op-ed column from Dr. Algie Gatewood, promoting 
the Vote 3 bond referendum campaign and outlining ACC’s future needs.  

The Alamance News reported that Burlington City Council adopted a resolution in support of 
the ACC and ABSS bond packages. 

The Alamance News published a list of ACC’s summer honor roll students. 

 Oct. 19 
The Asheboro Courier-Tribune reported Northeastern Randolph Middle School collaborated 
this summer with Alamance Community College’s Horticulture department on a garden 
project at that school. 

 Oct 21 
The Burlington Times-News published an extensive report of all the components in the ACC 
bond referendum.  

 Oct. 25 
The Alamance News reported that ACC exceeded excellence levels in three categories and 
exceeded state baseline levels in the other four categories in the 2016-17 N.C. Community 
College System Annual Performance Measures for Student Success. The College exceeded 
excellence levels in English, Math, and First Year Student Progression. 

 Oct. 27 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC is among the community college recipients for 
a Finish Line grant, aimed at ensuring students complete their academic journeys on time. 

 Oct. 28 
The Burlington Times-News editorial board again endorsed the ACC and ABSS bonds, noting 
support from a number of Republican elected leaders.  

 


