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1. Alamance Community College’s $39.6 million bond package passed overwhelmingly on the Nov. 6 
ballot.  

Voters supported the College’s request by a 2-to-1 margin and the bond passed in every precinct 
in the county, including in rural areas that begrudged the College in previous bond referendums.  
In that regard, the victory was historic and unprecedented.  

Bond campaign consultants for both the ACC and ABSS bond packages predicted that 22,000-plus 
votes would be needed to secure passage in Alamance County. On Nov. 6, the College received 
35,236 votes. 

Alamance County leaders will now discuss funding options and work with the Local Government 
Commission to develop a plan to finance ACC’s package and ABSS’s $150 million bond package. 

Alamance Community College’s bond request included funding for a $9.1 million Biotechnology 
Center of Excellence, a $10.4 million Public Safety Training Center, a $6.2 million Student Services 
and Development Center, about $5.5 million in facility upgrades and satellite locations, and $8.4 
million for a Student/Visitor Parking Center. 

The College’s request was based on a 10-year, $58.3 million Master Facilities Plan that projected 
enrollment growth of 16 percent over the next decade. 

After the vote, Dr. Algie Gatewood said: “Alamance Community College – thank to voters, thanks 
to our many partnerships, thanks to a renewed dedication to community outreach – is poised to 
move forward in a 21st century economy at an accelerated pace.” 

2. Alamance Community College is the beneficiary of a $1 million equipment purchase by LabCorp, 
Inc. The $1 million will be set aside at the company to purchase equipment, supplies, 
consumables, and ensure training, service, and maintenance to help up-fit ACC's Biotechnology, 
Medical Laboratory Technology, Histotechnology, and Agricultural-Biotechnology labs.  

Graduates from the College’s Medical Laboratory Technology program represent a major 
presence at LabCorp’s facilities in Burlington, NC.  

College administrators and trustees welcomed the gift as they look to create a physical 
Biotechnology Center of Excellence building on campus. 

LabCorp has leveraged its buying power with their suppliers to obtain heavily discounted or free 
equipment for use by ACC students, and as a way to help up-fit ACC’s current and future needs.  
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The partnership between LabCorp and Alamance Community College runs deep. The two industry 
partners collaborated to launch ACC’s Biotechnology program in 1985, Medical Laboratory 
Technology in 1988, and now Histotechnology in 2018. 

Combined, those nationally recognized programs have produced nearly 700 graduates, not the 
least of which is Biotechnology, the oldest continually operating two-year program of its kind in 
the U.S.  

Access to cutting-edge equipment such as what LabCorp plans to purchase will help position ACC 
graduates to work at leading companies such as LabCorp, Carolina Biological Supply, Andersen 
Scientific, BD, Flexcell, Cone Health, Duke, UNC, and Eurofins in the local area, as well as 
numerous companies in RTP, here in the Triad, and across the U.S. 

3. In November, Alamance Community College received software from Siemens PLM Software. The 
donation gives ACC students access to the same technology that companies around the world 
depend on each day to develop innovative products in various industries, including automotive, 
machinery, high-tech electronics and many more. 

Graduates with this type of software training are highly-recruited candidates for advanced 

technology jobs. The software provided by the Siemens PLM Software academic program delivers 

technology at every academic level. 

Siemens PLM Software is a leading global provider of product lifecycle management (PLM) 

software and services. 

The software for Alamance Community College includes: 

 Solid Edge™ software, an intuitive development platform for accelerating all aspects of 
product creation, including 3D design, simulation, visualization, manufacturing, and design 
management 

 NX® software, a leading integrated solution for computer-aided design, manufacturing and 
engineering 

 Tecnomatix® portfolio, the industry-leading digital manufacturing software 

A demonstration of the Siemens PLM software was held on November 13 in ACC’s Advanced 

Applied Technology Center (AATC). Remarks were offered by ACC President Algie Gatewood and 

Ryan Theeck, Siemens Product Lifecycle Management. 

4. In November, Alamance Community College celebrated the 30th anniversary of its Medical 
Laboratory Technology program. 

The Medical Laboratory Technology (MLT) department has been an integral part of ACC’s science 
curriculum since 1988. The program prepares students to perform clinical laboratory procedures 
that are used in the maintenance of health, diagnosis and treatment of disease. The College has 



3 | P a g e  

 

partnered for many years with LabCorp, Inc. of Burlington, where MLT students spend much of 
their clinical time learning laboratory skills. 

In recognition of the 30th year milestone, the College held a celebratory event for alumni and 
clinical affiliates on November 4. 

Speakers included Dr. Algie Gatewood, President of Alamance Community College; Dr. Jim Powell, 
Founder of LabCorp, Inc.; and Ernie Knesel, CEO of Select Lab Partners, former Roche Executive, 
and founder of Elon University’s MLT Program. 

5. Alamance Community College President Algie Gatewood received the I.E. Ready Distinguished 
Leader Award for 2018 by North Carolina State University on November 28. 

The award recognizes an NC State alumnus for exceptional leadership within the state’s 
community college system.  

The award was presented during the annual Dallas Herring Lecture at the Friday Institute for 
Educational Innovation on the main campus of North Carolina State University in Raleigh. 

The award is named for Dr. I.E. Ready, who worked with Dallas Herring to launch North Carolina’s 
community college system. Dr. Ready served as the system’s first director, now known as 
president. 

Since Dr. Gatewood became president of Alamance Community College in 2013, ACC has 
launched dozens of new initiatives and programs, including the opening of an Advanced Applied 
Technology Center that houses five industrial engineering programs; a Biotechnology Center of 
Excellence; signed academic transfer agreements with several major universities; and earlier this 
month passed a $39 million bond package with 66% voter approval. 

6. The Public Information and Marketing Office at Alamance Community College won two awards at 
the North Carolina Association of Government Information Officers (NCAGIO) annual conference 
in Chapel Hill on November 29.  

The College won first place in the Community Engagement category for the “We Remember” 
World War I exhibit which the College hosted last spring. The College also won first place in 
writing.  

Over the past 11 consecutive years, ACC’s Public Information and Marketing staff has been 
honored with 26 awards by the NCAGIO in the annual competition with other state agencies such 
as the City of Raleigh, N.C. Department of Corrections, Wake Tech, and N.C. Department of 
Environmental and Natural Resources.  

7. The State Board of Community Colleges notified ACC this month that the College’s 2019-22 N.C. 
Career Coach request had been approved.  

The College is funded for two career coaches in local high schools. Funding levels for each 2019-
20, 2020-21, and 2021-22 cycle is $79,164. 
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Alamance Community College was selected to be among the first community colleges in the state 
to pilot the program several years ago. 

The General Assembly appropriated funding for the program in part to address both an interest 
gap and skills gap in high-tech fields. 

Currently - and into the near future - employers in high-tech industries are struggling to hire 
skilled workers in such fields as Mechatronics, Computer-Integrated Machining, and Welding. 

Career coaches meet with students to raise awareness of stable, high-paying jobs that are being 
vacated by retiring Baby Boomers.  Those coaches work with interested students in preparing for 
and building their career training track.  

8. Save the date: 

Dec. 5 – The Public Officials and Business/Industry Leaders Breakfast 

Dec. 10-13 – Exams 

Dec. 14 – ACC Holiday Luncheon  

Dec. 24-Jan. 2 – College is closed 

Jan. 7 – Spring semester begins 

9. In November, 11 outside organizations utilized College facilities on the main campus in Graham 
and the Dillingham Center in Burlington, including the N.C. Chapter of Women Veterans, 
Toastmasters, Alamance Racial Equity, Reach USA, Pathways and Girl Scouts. 

A total of 102 groups have leveraged college facilities so far this year. 

Opening the campus to outside organizations and their activities was a strategic move to raise 
awareness of the College and expose more of the community to ACC. 

10. In November, the College received media attention that included:  

 Nov. 3 
The Burlington Times-News profiled an 80-year-old ACC student who is in her second year of 
taking English as a Second Language courses. 

 Nov. 4 
The Burlington Times-News featured the newest exhibit at the Scott Family Collection built 
around Melville Dairy. 

 Nov. 6 
WXII-News 12 reported that Alamance County voters would decide the ACC and ABSS bond 
measures today. 
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 Nov. 7 
Spectrum-News 14 reported on ACC’s reaction to the bond passage and what that funding will 
mean to the College. 

 Nov. 12 
The Burlington Times News reported on next steps for Alamance Community College 
following the passage of ACC’s $39.6 million bond referendum. 

The Carolina Journal reported on various bond referendums, including Alamance Community 
College’s request, winning voter approval in the November elections.  

 Nov. 14 
The Burlington Times-News and WGHP-Fox 8 reported the Haw River overflowing and 
covering a gravel parking lot and basketball court on ACC’s campus. 

 Nov. 15 
WFMY-News 2 reported on what the school bond passage will mean to ABSS and ACC. 

 Nov. 17 
WXLV-ABC45 aired a segment about ACC Culinary program’s European Immersion experience 
and competing in the National Hot Foods Competition. 

 Nov. 18  
WMYV-My48 - aired a segment about ACC Culinary program’s European Immersion 
experience and competing in the National Hot Foods Competition. 

 Nov. 22 
The Alamance News reported that ACC was the recipient of state-of-the-art Solid Edge 
software from Siemens. 

 Nov. 24 
The Burlington Times-News reported on the county’s next steps in securing funding for the 
ACC bond package.  

 Nov. 25 
The Burlington Times-News again featured the newest Scott Family exhibit dedicated to 
Melville Dairy Farms.  

 Nov. 29 
Alamance News reported that Dr. Algie Gatewood was the recipient of the N.C. State 
University I.E. Ready Award.  


