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 President’s Update  
to the Board of Trustees 

December 2018 

 

1. Alamance Community College named Laboratory Corporation of America, Inc. (LabCorp) as its 
2018 Business Partner of the Year.  

The award recognizes local businesses that provide outstanding support to ACC students and 
graduates. The ACC Foundation made the announcement during the annual Public Officials and 
Business and Industry Leaders Breakfast on Dec. 5. 

A financial supporter of ACC for 35 years, LabCorp is the College’s first repeat winner of this 
award. LabCorp’s contributions to the College are significant: 

 LabCorp provides volunteers throughout the College, including for the ACC Medical Lab 
Technology (MLT) advisory committee.  LabCorp’s employees provide insights and guidance 
which help the MLT program maintain its 30 years of success.  Recently, LabCorp helped 
establish and expand critical MLT clinical rotation areas that are crucial for ACC students to 
graduate.  

 LabCorp is helping ACC to launch its new program to train Histotechnology technicians.  
Histotechnology is the scientific discipline that studies organs and tissues of the body, 
including their preparation for viewing under a microscope.  

 At least 100 ACC graduates currently work at LabCorp and hundreds more have benefitted 
from ongoing training provided by ACC.   

 Over the years, several of LabCorp’s employees have served on the ACC Foundation Board of 
Directors.  

 Thanks to a partnership with LabCorp, ACC recently received $100,000 in Economic 
Development Award funding from the NC Biotechnology Center via the City of Burlington.  
These funds will provide state of the art lab equipment for ACC’s Biotechnology program and 
will help to establish new clinical sites for Medical Lab Technology students.  

 In addition to 35 consecutive years of donations to the ACC Foundation totaling millions of 
dollars for everything from student scholarships to equipment for its lab-based programs, 
LabCorp recently committed an additional $1 million to help purchase new equipment for the 
Biotechnology Center of Excellence.  

2. In December, the Alamance Community College Foundation received a $25,000 donation to 
establish a new scholarship that will benefit students enrolled in the University Transfer Associate 
in Engineering program or Associate in Science program. 

The James M. and Osie Duncan Jones Scholarship was established by Betty Jones Caines of 
Waccamaw, N.C. to honor the memory of her parents.  Mrs. Caines is a 1960 graduate of Williams 
High School.   
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Students in their second year of the University Transfer Associate in Engineering program or 
Associate in Science program will be given preference. The selected student(s) must have a 2.5 
GPA, a 75% completion rate and demonstrate need. Support may include tuition, textbook 
expenses, fees and program-related supplies. The ACC Scholarship Committee will award the 
scholarship. 

3. A snow and ice storm closed the College for three days in December. 

While the inclement weather came during the exam period, instructors and administrators were 
able to administer testing via Internet sources without disruption. The weather had minimal 
impact on campus operations. 

4. About 200 College employees and retirees enjoyed the annual holiday luncheon celebration on 
Dec. 14. The event included a music program, sweater contest and door-prize drawing. 
 

5. Elon President Connie Book arranged a celebration for ACC that included an invitation to an Elon 
men's basketball game on Sunday, December 16, at 2:00 p.m. More than a dozen business and 
Foundation leaders as well as members of the Board's Executive Committee participated. The 
event included box seating with refreshments. While there, we enjoyed their brand new Schar 
Center, but also celebrated the connections between ACC and Elon. 
 

6. Save the date: 

Dec. 24 – Jan.1 – College is closed 

Jan. 2 – Girls Take Over Tech 

Jan. 7 – Spring semester begins 

7. In December, eight (8) outside organizations utilized College facilities on the main campus in 
Graham and the Dillingham Center in Burlington, including Toastmasters, Pathways and Girl 
Scouts. 

A total of 1,102 groups have leveraged college facilities this year. 

Opening the campus to outside organizations and their activities was a strategic move to raise 
awareness of the College and expose more of the community to ACC. 

8. The College received media attention in December that included:  

 Dec. 5 
The Burlington Times-News reported that LabCorp was named ACC’s Business Partner of the 
Year at the annual Business & Elected Leaders Breakfast. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that Dr. Algie Gatewood received I.E. Ready Award from his 
alma mater, NCSU.  



3 | P a g e  

 

 Dec. 6 
The Alamance News reported that LabCorp was named ACC’s Business Partner of the Year at 
the annual Business & Elected Leaders Breakfast. 

 Dec. 8 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC was the recipient of $25,000 in scholarship 
funds for engineering and science students. The donation was made in memory of James M. 
and Osie Duncan Jones, longtime owners of Jim Jones Motors.  

 Dec. 9 
The Burlington Times-News reported on a host of STEM-related training programs for ABSS 
students, including partnerships with Alamance Community College. ABSS and ACC partner on 
Career & College Promise transfer and the Career Accelerator apprenticeship program. 

The Burlington Times-News editorialized that county commissioners should not subvert the 
will of the majority of voters who supported the ACC and ABSS bonds. The newspaper urged 
elected leaders to move forward expeditiously with the projects.  

 Dec. 10 
The Triad Business Journal reported that ACC’s job training programs factored into a decision 
by a New Jersey distributor to relocate a plant at the old Southern Seasons site, bringing 39 
jobs to the area. 

 Dec. 10-11 
Spectrum News, WGHP-Fox 8, WFMY-News 2 and WXII-12, Greensboro News & Record, 
Winston-Salem Journal, Burlington Times-News all reported ACC closings associated with the 
snow and ice storms. 

 Dec. 16 
The Burlington Times-News featured an ACC Continuing Education student who has cerebral 
palsy and makes pottery with his feet.  


