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 President’s Update  
to the Board of Trustees 

August 2018 

 

 

1. In August, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges approved 
Alamance Community College launching a new degree program next spring: Agricultural 
Biotechnology. 

That new program is part of the College’s Biotechnology Center of Excellence and joins 
Histotechnology, which began enrolling students this fall semester. 

Agricultural Biotechnology is aimed at students with a keen interest in both horticulture and 
biotechnology. The program offers an associate in applied science degree for two years of study. 
In order to provide marketable skills to students in a changing 21st century industry, the 
leadership of ACC’s Horticulture Technology and Biotechnology programs worked to combine key 
elements of each program to create a new educational option that meets the workforce needs of 
local and global agricultural biotechnology companies such as Eurofins Scientific, Syngenta, BASF, 
and others.  

Career opportunities for graduates of this program range from field trial coordinators to lab 
technicians to greenhouse management.  

North Carolina continues to evaluate innovative new agricultural biotechnology opportunities, 
such as growing vaccines in tobacco plants, using hemp and canola as feed-stocks for biofuels, 
and efforts to maintain the health of honeybee-pollinator populations.  

2. Alamance Community College has added a new time slot for students to take Welding Technology 
classes this fall in order to accommodate an overflow of registering students.  

That time slot - known as Midnight Welding - runs 11 p.m. to 3:10 a.m. 

Already 28 students have enrolled for the midnight welding slot. 

The Welding Technology program stood at 108% capacity when fall semester began. 

An 11 p.m. start time for classes was the only remaining slot with morning, afternoon and evening 
classes all filled. The new time slot is meant to accommodate students who already work second 
shift jobs. 

Students taking the midnight welding classes will learn the same skills as do students enrolled in 
all other first semester classes, including basic welding processes, inert gas welding, and cutting 
processes. 

The opening last year of the Advanced Applied Technology Center (AATC), which houses welding 
and four other industrial programs, has been an asset in student recruitment. 
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3. Alamance Community College is due to receive an as-yet-unknown portion of the $3.2 million 
Eastern Triad Workforce Initiative Grant - a public-private partnership that will benefit Alamance, 
Guilford, Randolph and Rockingham counties. Albeit, the College has been notified that we will 
receive $75,000 to hire for an apprenticeship administrator position; and, the remaining amount 
is yet to be finalized. 

The state funds were awarded to support apprenticeships and on the job training initiatives. The 
effort is aligned with Governor Roy Cooper’s NC Job Ready strategy – a statewide initiative to help 
prepare North Carolinians for the jobs of today and tomorrow. 

The new state funding to the Eastern Triad Workforce Initiative will support the development and 
implementation of pilot apprenticeship programs in targeted industries throughout the region. 

Alamance Community College plans to use its share of the funds to support In-School Youth 
programs for K-12 and support job training supplements and incumbent worker training. 

ACC President Algie Gatewood said the funding will go a long way towards fulfilling the College’s 
efforts to create apprenticeships and workforce development opportunities. 

A survey of North Carolina employers, recently released by the NCWorks Commission, found that 
50 percent of employers who tried to hire in the past year had difficulty filling at least one 
position. Just over half of employers cited applicants’ lack of relative work experience, while just 
under half said that their hiring difficulty stemmed from job seekers’ lack of technical or 
occupation-related skills. 

4. August marked the second annual celebration of ACC Day - a promotional campaign to remind 
Alamance County citizens of the breadth and depth of the College’s community ties. 

Alumni, students and college supporters were invited to pay tribute to the role Alamance 
Community College plays in education during a week-long campaign coordinated by the College’s 
Advancement Office. 

Supporters and alumni showed their pride by donning buttons, school colors, and t-shirts on Aug. 
17. A popular feature of the campaign had local community leaders, citizens, and alumni proudly 
putting their ACC pride on display by taking photos holding “ACC Day” placards, including many at 
distant locations. The College featured those photos on social media and on its web page: 
accday.org. 

Capping ACC Day was ACC Night at the Ballpark, a partnership with the Burlington Royals. The 
College distributed free tickets to anyone with ties to the College. Dr. Algie Gatewood threw out 
the first pitch and the College’s choral group provided entertainment. 

5. Eleven more students were inducted into the third cohort of the Career Accelerator Program 
on Aug. 16, during a signing ceremony at the Mebane Arts & Community Center. 

The partnership between Alamance Community College and local companies allows seniors and 
recent high school graduates to enter a four-year apprenticeship during which they will be paid to 
work and take classes toward an Associate of Applied Science degree in mechatronics engineering 
technology. 
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Currently, there are 24 student apprentices participating in the program.  

At the end of four years, each student will have a degree, a Journeyman Certificate from the N.C. 
Department of Commerce, four years of on-the-job training, no college debt, and a guaranteed 
position estimated to pay $30,000 to $50,000. 

Representatives from Jabil Packaging Solutions, Sandvik, GKN Driveline, AKG, Technical Precision 
Plastics and Fairystone Fabrics introduced their chosen apprentices at the August signing 
ceremony.  

According to U.S. News & World Report, the average cost of tuition and fees for a four-year 
private college in 2017–2018 was $34,699. At public colleges, it came to $9,528 for in-state tuition 
and $21,632 for out-of-state. And a four-year degree comes with no job guarantee. 

One thing that all community colleges struggle with is breaking down the stigma that a four-year 
degree is the only pathway to success. 

6. An anonymous donor has offered $6,000 in scholarship funding to improve two-year completion 
rates for associate degree programs at Alamance Community College. 

That offer, to be matched by the ACC Foundation, will rebate two classes (valued at $466) after 
the completion of an associate degree from fall 2018 to spring 2020. An unlimited number of 
students may apply for the scholarship now.  Up to 25 students will receive the rebate, based on 
completion of a two-year degree, financial need and the order in which they completed the 
application form.   

The donor also hopes to encourage an environment of innovation at the college in order to 
improve student success.  Normally a relatively small number of students complete their associate 
degree in two years.  The donation is meant to increase that number and provide more students 
with credentials, improving their lives and providing a better-trained workforce for area 
employers.   

Students with financial aid will be given first priority, as well as the order in which they complete 
their credentials. The College will distribute awards until the $12,000 is reached. 

7. Alamance Community College participated in Community Day at the Crump Village Resource 
Center on August 18. About 300 people attended the free event at 1209 Chandler Court in 
Burlington. 

Joining ACC as a sponsor were the Burlington Housing Authority, Ebenezer Church, American Red 
Cross, Miles Chapel Baptist Church, and Ben & Jerry’s.  

ACC staffed seven tables at the event to promote the College and raise awareness of its services 
and programs. 

The College’s vendor tables featured: Academic and Career Readiness (Basic Skills, ESL, GED); 
Building Trades (HVAC, Plumbing, Carpentry, Electrical); Health Services (Early Childhood, Medical 
Lab Tech, Nursing/Nurse Aide); Personal Services (Firefighter, EMT, Paramedic); and Technical 
Trades (Automotive, Computer-Aided Design, Machining, Welding, Graphic Design) and Distance 
Learning. 
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8. ACC Humanities instructor Julie Trotter has been chosen to serve on the National Humanities 
Center (NHC) Teacher Advisory Council (TAC) for 2018-19. Trotter hopes to host a community 
college research symposium at the NHC, located in the RTP. 
 

9. On August 10, Alamance Community College hosted The State of Alamance, an economic 
development summit developed by the Triad Business Journal. 

Dr. Algie Gatewood joined three other panelists to discuss the intersection of workforce training, 
education and economic development. The forum served as a way to discuss the various 
components of the College’s bond referendum in November. 

10. Mr. Dan Ingle, a former College trustee, state legislator and county commissioner, was at the Aug. 
8 Faculty/Staff meeting to outline the various components in the ACC bond referendum, the ABSS 
bond referendum, and the sales tax bond referendum. Ingle noted the relationship between 
quality education and economic development in Alamance County and explained the various 
needs of ACC and ABSS. 
 

11. Dr. Algie Gatewood was in the Triad Today TV studio on Aug. 29 to shoot two educational 
segments about the College’s bond referendum.   

Those segments – focused on the Biotechnology Center of Excellence, the Public Safety Training 
Center, the Student Development Center and east-west satellite locations – will air in September 
and October over WXLV-ABC45 and WMYV-MY48. Those segments will also be linked on the 
College’s website. 

12. EducationNC (ED-NC) – a non-profit, non-partisan think-tank focused on educational issues – was 
on campus Aug. 27 to meet with Dr. Algie Gatewood and senior leadership to discuss the 
Advanced Applied Technology Center programs and the Biotechnology Center of Excellence. 

ED-NC is visiting North Carolina community colleges to write stories and post online content 
about unique or specialty programs. 

The visit included a tour of the AATC programs and the College’s Biotechnology program.  

13. Save the date 

Sept. 6 
ACC Foundation Return to the Classroom Foundation Champions Event. 

Sept. 17 
Constitution Day and Voter Registration  

Nov. 4 
Medical Laboratory Technology 30th Anniversary Celebration 

14. In August, six outside organizations utilized College facilities on the main campus in Graham and 
the Dillingham Center in Burlington, including Toastmasters, Girl Scouts, and Pathways. 
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A total of 72 groups have leveraged college facilities so far this year. 

Opening the campus to outside organizations and their activities was a strategic move to raise 
awareness of the College and expose more of the community to ACC. 

15. The College received media attention in August that included: 

 Aug. 1 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC received a $10,000 grant to enhance the 
Career College Mentorship Program. 

 Aug. 2 
The Alamance News reported that ACC was launching a new class-rebate program aimed at 
improving student retention. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC had received a $10,000 donation aimed at enhancing 
mentoring for Career College students. 

 Aug. 8 
 The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC had received a $10,000 donation aimed at 
enhancing mentoring for Career College students. 

 Aug. 11 
The Burlington Times-News reported that education, business and community leaders 
discussed – at The State of Alamance summit - ways to recruit and retain new business. 

 Aug. 13 
The Triad Business Journal reported that the 2018 bond referendum was a key topic of 
discussion at The State of Alamance, hosted by Alamance Community College.  

 April 16 
The Alamance News reported that ACC is participating in Community Day in east Burlington – 
an outreach event predominantly attended by African-American residents. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC has launched a new curriculum program: Agriculture-
Biotechnology. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC swore in three new trustees and awaits a fourth new 
trustee from a gubernatorial appointment. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC is celebrating Take Pride in ACC Day on Aug. 17. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC is offering Midnight Welding classes – instruction from 
11 p.m. to 3 a.m. – to accommodate increased student demand. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC trustees approved a series of infrastructure and 
campus improvement projects at the Aug. 13 board meeting. 

The Alamance News reported ACC’s student honor roll. 
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 Aug. 17 
The Burlington Times-News reported that 11 students were inducted into the third cohort of 
the Career Accelerator Program in August.  

The Triad Business Journal published a package of photos from the Aug. 10 State of Alamance 
summit, hosted by ACC. 

 Aug. 22 
The Burlington Times-News endorsed – again – the ABSS and ACC bond referendums, this in 
the context of regional growth initiatives. 

 


