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 President’s Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
April 2018 

 

1. The Alamance County Board of Commissioners voted April 16 to put $189.6 million in 
education bonds, as well as a sales-tax increase, on the November 6 ballot. That decision 
followed a public hearing at Southern Alamance High School. 

The larger-than usual crowd at that public hearing advocated for the education bonds - 
$150 million for the Alamance-Burlington School System and $39.6 million for Alamance 
Community College. 

Dr. Algie Gatewood reminded county commissioners of the College’s needs for future 
strategic growth, noting that ACC’s bond package included funding for a Biotechnology 
Center of Excellence, a regional public safety training center, a student services and 
development center, and satellite facilities in Mebane and west Burlington.  

Alamance Chamber President Mac Williams attended the hearing and argued that the 
bond requests represented a strategic economic-growth effort. 

Earlier this month, the commissioners set a 7.88-cent property tax increase cap in its 
resolution sent to the NC Local Government Commission, which provides guidelines, 
oversight and approval of the issuance of debt for counties.  

The commissioners also agreed to place on the ballot for voter consideration a quarter-
cent sales tax to reduce the property tax impact of the bond referendum.  

Such a proposed sales tax increase – which would fall equally on property owners and 
non-property owners alike, as well as visitors to Alamance County, would bring the 
current 6.75 cents sales tax to 7 cents. Many businesses already round up when 
computing sales tax on purchases.  

2. Alamance Community College, in its second consecutive appearance at the SkillsUSA 
North Carolina Conference competition, came home with first, second, third, fourth, and 
fifth place finishes in Cosmetology at the 53rd annual conference held at the Greensboro 
Coliseum on April 19. 

ACC’s results are most impressive because students were competing against hundreds of 
other community college students from across North Carolina, as well as high school 
competitors.  

SkillsUSA is a national and statewide organization that provides educational programs, 
events and competitions that support career and technical education (CTE) in the nation’s 
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classrooms. The organization’s website emphasizes its partnership of students, teachers 
and industry working together to ensure America has a skilled workforce. 

The Cosmetology showcase involved preparing portfolios and performing a hands-on 
exercise that demonstrated the outlined procedure.  

ACC’s participation in this huge event evolved a year ago following a united effort on the 
parts of Cosmetology and Dental Assisting department heads who had previously served 
as judges. With the belief that ACC students could compete at this level of competition, 
the instructors received go-ahead from administrators and used Perkins Grant funds to 
join the organization in 2017. 

3. The College in April continued discussions with North Carolina State University (NCSU) in 
joining a regional community college collaboration (C3) that provides a dual-admission 
program for ACC students. 

The pathway is similar to the Spartan Passage dual-admission pathway that ACC and UNC-
G launched in 2017.  

The C3 initiative involves eight community colleges, including Wake Tech and Durham 
Tech, and students enrolled in the program have three years to complete the Associate of 
Arts, Associate of Science or Associate of Engineering degree. C3 students would have 
access to many university benefits enjoyed by currently-enrolled NCSU students. 

The C3 program creates predictable pathways from community colleges to NCSU while 
limiting expenses. 

Alamance Community College is in the very early stages of dual-admission discussions 
with NC A&T State University as well. 

4. The Biotechnology Department at Alamance Community College received in April the 
latest state-of-the-art technology contribution from Flexcell International, a niche 
biotechnology company located in Burlington. 

Flexcell – which distributes an enabling technology called mechanobiology devices – 
donated a $40,000 Tissue Train Flexercell Strain Unit. That technology gives students yet 
another entryway into the latest niche in life science careers. 

More specifically, the technology gives students the tools for tissue building by training as 
technicians in labs where building tissues to create bladders and other organs is already 
happening. 

The Flexcell’s Tissue Train System equipment provides a way for biotech students to 
simulate growing human tissue from a surgical specimen in 3D culture, without the need 
to invade the actual human body. 

One example of how pervasive this technology is becoming for commercial purposes: One 
North Carolina cosmetics company is currently creating its own dermis - the thick layer of 
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living tissue that forms the true skin that contains blood capillaries, sweat glands, and hair 
follicles –in order to test for skin allergies. 

ACC’s Biotechnology program, which began in 1985, is the oldest two-year program of its 
kind in the United States.  

5. Long-time instructor and retired Dean of the Industrial Technologies Division – Wally 
Shearin – was honored April 30 when the College dedicated a Mechatronics Engineering 
classroom with a plaque bearing his name. 

Shearin spent over 30 years at ACC – and 10 years prior to that as a high school teacher – 
teaching students in various technology-related fields. As Dean of the Industrial 
Technologies Division, he provided feedback and insight into the design and functionality 
of the Advanced Applied Technology Center.  

About 30 guests – Shearin family members, College retirees, and staff and faculty – 
attended the dedication. 

6. Culinary Arts instructors and students again participated in the April 26-29 MerleFest 
2018 event at Wilkes Community College. The popular outdoor musical band event draws 
20,000 to 30,000 per day. 

Culinary Arts set up large tents and a serving area, preparing Indian-style foods for 
attendees as a fundraiser. The department estimates it raised approximately $16,000, 
which it will use for its annual Culinary European Immersion trip for students. The 
fundraiser goes to underwrite travel, lodging and food expenses for students touring 
France, Spain and Italy to learn more about the culture and cuisines there.  

7. For the fourth consecutive year, Alamance Community College hosted the Regional 
Elementary School Science Olympiad on April 29. 

This year’s event drew about 300 competitors from local schools who competed in 
various Science-Technology-Engineering-Math-related (STEM) events. Most of the 
College’s classrooms, labs and open space were utilized for the competitions. 

About 700 parents and siblings of competitors also attended and the College leveraged 
their stay on campus to present information and provide activities promoting ACC 
programs. 

The Biotechnology Club engaged guests with hands-on interactive activities. The Medical 
Laboratory Technology program allowed guests to peek through microscopes to learn 
more about healthy and unhealthy cells. The Math & Physics Club engaged guests in a 
host of popular activities involving soap bubbles and a small cannon to demonstrate 
various parabola theories.  

Representatives were on hand to educate parents and older siblings about Career & 
College Promise and University Transfer pathways.  
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8. At the same time on April 29, representatives from Advertising & Graphic Design; Air 
Conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration (ACHR); and Computer-Aided Drafting attended 
the Makers Faire-Burlington at the Holly Hill Mall. 

That annual event drew several thousand spectators to exhibits featuring inventions, 
robotics, and artisan crafts. 

The Advertising & Graphic Design faculty engaged visitors in various design work and 
crafting activities. Drafting and ACHR faculty demonstrated 21st century technology used 
in teaching those programs. 

9. At the same time on April 29, Student Success volunteers were on hand to represent the 
College at the 30th Annual Dogwood Festival in Mebane. 

College representatives distributed promotional literature featuring individual programs, 
Career & College Promise and University Transfer. 

10. ACC hosted on April 24 the West-Central Regional Future Farmers of America Rally. That 
event drew more than 200 high school students from across the central Piedmont. They 
participated in a variety of competitive events that included horticulture, welding, 
agricultural mechanics, and public speaking. Winners of the event go on to compete at 
the state level. The College hosted the rally as a way to promote its Horticulture and 
Welding programs.  

11. In April, 10 outside groups utilized ACC facilities, including the Alamance Partnership for 
Children, Department of Social Services, Women of Strength and Pathways. So far, 34 
groups have leveraged ACC’s campuses and facilities in 2018. 

12. In April, the College received media attention that included the following: 

 April 4 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC organized and hosted a WW I day-long 
exhibit aimed at Alamance County Middle school students.   

The Mebane Enterprise reported that the College’s bond request for $39.6 million 
successfully completed the first step of that process, following a vote of the Alamance 
County Board of Commissioners.  

 April 11 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC announced its 2018 recipients for Faculty 
Member, Adjunct Instructor, Workforce Development Instructor and Staff Member of 
the Year. 

 April 16 
The Burlington Times-News reported that the Alamance County Board of 
Commissioners approved placing two bond measures on the November ballot: $150 
million for ABSS and $39.6 million for ACC. 
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 April 18 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that the Alamance County Board of Commissioners 
approved placing two bond measures on the November ballot: $150 million for ABSS 
and $39.6 million for ACC. 

 April 19 
The Alamance News reported that the Alamance County Board of Commissioners 
approved placing two bond measures on the November ballot: $150 million for ABSS 
and $39.6 million for ACC. 

 


