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 President’s Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
March 2018 

 

1. The Alamance County Board of Commissioners in March approved a first step in allowing 
Alamance Community College to move forward with a $39.6 million bond referendum on the 
November ballot. 

The Board agreed to submit the College’s request to the Local Government Commission for 
review. That commission oversees local government borrowing. It will evaluate the College’s 
request against the county’s outstanding debt, tax collection record and value of taxable 
property. 

Also in March, the Board and the county manager tentatively set a maximum tax increase of 7.88 
cents in support of the bond referendum requests by both ACC and the Alamance-Burlington 
School System. The two requests total nearly $190 million. 

The county scheduled a public hearing in April regarding both bond requests. 

Alamance Community College bond request includes plans to expand Student Services, build a 
Biotechnology Center of Excellence, build a Public Safety Training Center, develop satellite 
locations in eastern and western Alamance County, expand and upfit the Early Childhood Center 
and renovate existing space on the main campus. 

2. In March, the College’s Board of Trustees approved a 2018-2021 Strategic Plan that will guide ACC 
operations and direction in compliance with requirements by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools, Commission on Colleges.  

The Strategic Plan focuses on four key areas and outlines numerous action steps. Those key areas 
are: Awareness & Access; Student Support & Success; Programming & Economic Impact; and 
Efficient & Effective Operations. 

The College’s Institutional Effectiveness Committee evaluated those areas of emphasis and 
submitted its recommendation to the Board of Trustees. The plan was approved at the board’s 
annual retreat in March. 

3. For four days in March, Alamance Community College was ground zero for the green industry. The 
College hosted the 2018 National Collegiate Landscape Competition, sponsored by the National 
Association of Landscape Professionals. 

Sixty-four colleges and universities across the nation competed in the annual event that attracted 
approximately 1,500 visitors - nearly 800 competitors, plus faculty instructors, business 
representatives, sponsors and others. That national event garnered significant local and regional 
publicity for the College. And it provided an added boost to the county’s restaurants and hotels. 
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Alamance Community College placed 8th among the 64 schools (and 2nd among community 
colleges) competing in events such as tree climbing, hard-scaping, landscaping, plant 
identification, sales proposals, irrigation systems, and tractor operations. The event also included 
a career fair and several venues to network with horticulture-related businesses. 

Since 1977, only four community colleges have been allowed to host the event. ACC was chosen, 
in part, because of its consistent strong showing in this annual competition. 

The College had been planning and preparing for the event since 2016. The competition – held 
during ACC’s spring break – utilized nearly every classroom and lab. Outdoor events sprawled 
across both the front and back of the campus. 

4. On March 29, Alamance Community College was the venue for a unique WW I educational exhibit 
that attracted about 1,200 visitors to campus.  

For the second time in three years, Alamance Community College partnered with the N.C. 
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources to deliver a unique educational experience for 
school children and the public alike. 

The College’s exhibit – “North Carolina in the Great War” – was in observance of the 100th 
anniversary of the “war to end all wars.” 

Largely overlooked and underappreciated in today’s curriculum, North Carolina’s contribution and 
sacrifices in WW I provided Alamance Community College an excellent opportunity for community 
engagement and marketing of the College to visitors on campus. 

The College goal was to bring local middle school students and their teachers to campus for this 
educational showcase – but during their visit also expose them to higher education options that 
might await them in the near future. 

The College sought to foster stronger collaborations with local museums, historical societies, 
veterans’ organizations, regional universities, and even the Master Gardeners of Alamance 
County. 

“North Carolina in the Great War” – featuring historical re-enactors, N.C. State Archives exhibits, 
military uniforms and memorabilia, hands-on activities, interactive seminars, musical 
performances, keepsake souvenirs, a museum tour, and a poster contest with ribbons and prize 
money - was more than 18 months in the planning stages. 

5. The College in March also hosted several other major events, including the Times-News Current 
Events Challenge (March 22); a community Easter Egg Hunt (March 24); an Open House (March 
27), a Job Fair (March 28); and a meeting of the High Performance Manufacturing Association 
(March 20). 

During that time, College staff were preparing for events in April which include N.C. Regional 
Elementary School Science Olympiad (April 28); a Future Farmers of America Regional Rally (April 
24); a Skills USA Welding competition (April 18-19); and a business networking event tied to 
Occupational Extension (April 23). 
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6. In March, Alamance Community College announced its 2018 recipients for Faculty Member, 
Adjunct Instructor, Workforce Development Instructor and Staff Member of the Year. The full-
time teaching honoree serves as ACC’s nominee for the state’s Excellence in Teaching Award and 
the Alamance County area Gold Star awards later this year. All honorees will be recognized at this 
spring’s Celebration of Excellence banquet sponsored by the ACC Foundation. 

The W. Ronald McCarter Excellence in Teaching Award goes to Courtney Doi, an English 
Department instructor and coordinator of the Writing Across the Curriculum program.  

Doi also spearheaded the partnership between UNC-G and ACC to create the Piedmont Voices 
National Writing Project site, which provides professional development on writing to teachers 
from kindergarten to college and summer writing camps for local children. 

The Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year goes to Jody Bussell, a Computer-Aided Mechanical 
Drafting instructor.   

The Staff Member of the Year goes to Shekitha Rogers, Financial Aid Specialist. 

The Workforce Development Instructor of the Year goes to Beth Snow with ACC’s Academic and 
Career Readiness program. 

Division winners for Excellence in Teaching: 
Business (FT): Lakeisha Vance, Dept. Head of Computer Information Technology 
Health and Public Services (FT): Joy Bunn, Early Childhood 
Industrial Technologies (FT): Bently Pagura, Air Conditioning/Heating/Refrigeration 

Adjunct/Arts and Sciences (PT): Dr. Rodney Parks, Sociology 

7. ACC’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter attended the Carolinas Region Convention in March and were 
recognized for their work and service in 2017.  

Through their hard work and efforts, they won 13 regional awards and one international award 
this year. The awards received include: 

International Award – 2017 Case Study Challenge – Honorable Mention Recipient 

Regional Awards 

 Distinguished Chapter 

 Most Distinguished Chapter – Third Finalist 

 Distinguished Community Service Award – Honorable Mention 

 Distinguished Chapter Officer Team  

 Distinguished College Project – Honorable Mention 

 Distinguished Honors in Action Project 
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 Distinguished Honors in Action Project: Theme 3 Rights & Responsibilities (highest score for 
region) 

 Five Star Chapter  

 Carolinas Region Super Stars 

 Outstanding Participation in Carolinas Region Service Program – Read to Succeed 

 Outstanding Participation in Carolinas Region Honors in Action Program – Myth & Reality – 
Hunger and Poverty 

 Horizon Award 

 Yearbook Award – Honorable Mention 

8. In March, 10 outside groups utilized ACC facilities, including Toastmasters, Piedmont 
Conservation, and Girl Scouts.  So far, 24 groups have leveraged ACC’s campuses and facilities in 
2018. 
 

9. In March, ACC received media coverage that included the following:  

 March 1 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that a 16-year-old ACC student in the Career & College 
Promise program was accepted to MIT. 

 March 7 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC is hosting the National Landscape Competition, 
sponsored by the National Association of Landscape Professionals. The event is expected to 
draw more than 1,000 student competitors from universities and colleges across the country. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC’s Hot Foods Competition team from Culinary Arts 
won the regional competition and is advancing to the national competition in New Orleans.  

 March 9 
The Triad Business Journal reported that ACC is hosting the National Landscape Competition, 
sponsored by the National Association of Landscape Professionals. The event is expected to 
draw more than 1,000 student competitors from universities and colleges across the country. 

 March 14 
The Burlington Times News featured the beginning of the National Landscape Competition, 
noting that ACC was the center of the green industry in the country in mid-March.  

 March 15 
The Alamance News reported that ACC is hosting the National Landscape Competition, 
sponsored by the National Association of Landscape Professionals. 

The Total Landscape Care website reported that ACC is hosting the National Landscape 
Competition, sponsored by the National Association of Landscape Professionals. 
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 March 16  
WFMY-News2 reported that ACC is hosting the National Landscape Competition, sponsored 
by the National Association of Landscape Professionals. The event is expected to draw about 
1,000 student competitors and faculty from universities and colleges across the country. 

The Burlington Times-News featured competition day of the National Landscape Competition. 

The TriangleGardner.com website included a podcast of the National Landscape Competition 
at ACC.  

 March 17 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ABSS officials favor combining the ABSS and ACC 
bond requests on the same ballot.  

The Lawn & Landscape website reported on various activities, seminars and competitive 
events at the National Landscape Competition, sponsored by the National Association of 
Landscape Professionals. 

 March 18 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC College President Dr. Algie Gatewood was 
scheduled to make a bond request presentation before county commissioners on March 19.  

 March 22 
The Alamance News reported that ABSS and ACC are studying the feasibility of packaging 
their respective bond referendums on the November ballot. 

The Burlington Times-News reported that two Alamance County jail inmates earned their GED 
under a partnership between ACC, the Alamance County Sheriff’s Office and Sustainable 
Alamance. 

The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC again hosted the Newspapers in Education 
Current Events Challenge and that the Early-Middle College students were runners-up in the 
competition. 

 March 24 
The Greenwood (S.C.) Index-Journal reported on ACC as the host site for the National 
Landscape Competition, attended by Greenwood’s Piedmont Technical College horticulture 
program.  

 March 25 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that ACC would be hosting a Career Fair on the 
Graham campus, attended by more than 40 company recruiters. 

The Greensboro News & Record reported that ACC hosted the National Association of 
Landscape Professional’s National Landscape Competition and that ACC came in 8th place 
among 62 national colleges and universities. 
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 March 27 
The Burlington Times-News reported that the Alamance County Board of Commissioners set 
7.88 cents as the maximum tax increase to cover the cost of ABSS and ACC college bond 
requests. 

 March 30 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC organized and hosted a special WW I exhibit 
that attracted more than 900 students and about 300 members of the general public. 

 March 31 
WXLV-45 and WMYV-48 featured the College’s Culinary Arts and Horticulture Technology 
programs. The broadcast focused on their participation in recent national competitions.    


