
1 | P a g e  

 

 
 President’s Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
January / February 2018 

 

1. For the second time in three years, the College’s Culinary Arts program will compete in 
the National American Culinary Federation Junior Hot Foods Competition after winning 
the Southeast Regional competition in Charlotte Feb. 27. ACC won the state competition 
late last year, earning the right to represent North Carolina in the regional competition.  

The national competition will be held later this summer in New Orleans, pitting top 
culinary programs in an against-the-clock exercise that tests students on their preparation 
skills, presentation skills, as well as the taste and texture of each dish. 

Three years ago, Culinary won both state and the regional competitions and then won a 
silver medal in the national competition in Phoenix, AZ. 

In recent years, ACC’s Culinary program has performed consistently well in the statewide 
competition, often besting more expansive public and private culinary programs. 

This year’s team is made up of students Trevor Slosek, Mary Beth McCook, Ian Macklin, 
Larry Winstead and Maria Limon Cruz.    

2. The Board of Trustees in January voted to reshuffle and clarify priorities proposed for a 
November 2018 bond referendum, including a decision to pursue construction of a $10.4 
million Public Safety Training Center. 

Other projects proposed in the $39.6 million bond referendum request include $9.1 
million in new construction and renovation of the Natural and Life Science Facilities, $6.2 
million in new construction for a new Student Services Learning and Development Center, 
$3.4 million to renovate and reconfigure classroom and office space on campus, and $1 
million to develop satellite learning facilities in Mebane and in western Burlington. 

The College will present a detailed plan to the Alamance County Board of Commissioners 
in March. 

3. At its January meeting, the College Board of Trustees voted to begin the process to add 
the following new curriculum programs: Agricultural Biotechnology, Agribusiness 
Technology, Criminal Justice-Forensic Science Concentration, and Food Service 
Technology. 
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The process of moving forward includes review and approvals from the N.C. Community 
College System and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges. The goal is to begin offering these new programs in the fall of 2019. 

4. In January, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
approved ACC’s request to add two new associate degree programs: Associate in Fine 
Arts-Visual Arts and Associate in Fine Arts-Music. Those programs are expected to roll out 
in the fall 2018 semester.  
 
The College’s goal is to provide a more seamless transition to a 4-year institution that is 
particularly strong in visual arts or music. For example, the music concentration would 
greatly benefit students with an interest in the field of music and who wanted to attend 
UNC-Greensboro’s School of Music for their final two years of study.   

5. Alamance Community College held an emergency “lock down” drill on Feb. 13 involving 
area law enforcement, first responders and county emergency management personnel. 

The drill was meant to test internal communications among college personnel and 
evaluate how well staff, faculty and students followed “lock down” protocols. 

In a lock down drill, top administration is tasked to establish communications within five 
minutes of an emergency alert. College personnel are tasked to move themselves and 
students to safer secured areas to avoid threat. This protocol involves locking doors, 
turning off lights, obscuring visibility through glass windows, and muting cell phones. 

In a debrief between college personnel and emergency responders, the group as a whole 
agreed that the drill was a success and an excellent learning opportunity. 

6. Kristen Cooper, the First Lady of North Carolina, visited Alamance Community College on 
January 31 and toured the new Advanced Applied Technology Center (AATC) which 
opened last August.  

During her one-hour appearance on the ACC campus, Mrs. Cooper learned about the five 
industrial technology programs that are housed in the AATC, and watched students in 
action as they operated equipment and machinery in Mechatronics Engineering 
Technology, Welding Technology, Computer-Integrated Machining, Automotive Systems 
Technology, and Air Conditioning/Heating/Refrigeration.  

The Advanced Applied Technology Center represents ACC’s role in addressing a skills gap 
that will enlarge, enhance and fill a pipeline of skilled workers desperately needed by 
local employers.  

The First Lady came to Alamance County as part of her 100 County Tour. Mrs. Cooper’s 
stops in Alamance County on January 31 were organized based on her initiatives to 
improve the health and well-being of children in North Carolina.  
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On hand for the First Lady’s visit were Dr. Algie Gatewood, ACC President, and Justin 
Snyder, Dean of Industrial Technologies. 

7. The main campus of Alamance Community College was Jazz Central with the College 
hosting a special cultural event focused on the origins and evolution of jazz music in the 
U.S.  
 
Two lectures were presented:  

 “Jazz Styles from the Swing Era to the Present” by Dr. Stephen Anderson, a 
critically acclaimed composer, pianist, and Professor of Composition and Jazz 
Studies at the University of North Carolina. 

 “The Development of Jazz in New Orleans up to the Swing Era” by Dr. Roger 
Lane, Humanities and music instructor at Alamance Community College.  

Musical groups were scattered about the campus, showcasing various jazz styles.  The 
highlights of the day were performances by The Alamance Jazz Band and the U.S. Marine 
Jazz Combo. Several ACC students joined the Marines in an impromptu jam session. 

In keeping with the New Orleans theme, Culinary Arts offered a special luncheon 
featuring dishes with a Creole and Cajun flair. 

8. “Celebrate the Maker Community” was the theme for a wide-ranging Feb. 8 open house 
and meeting of the Alamance Makers Guild, hosted by Alamance Community College at 
its new Advanced Applied Technology Center (AATC). 

Sponsoring this event with Alamance Makers Guild were Alamance Community College, 
STEAM Junction Makerspace and Maker Faire Burlington. Speakers on behalf of the 
Alamance Makers Guild initiative included Ian Baltutis, Mayor of Burlington, and Andrew 
Heine, Founder of Classadoo and former coder for Uber self-driving cars and SpaceX. 

9. In what is a first for Alamance Community College, a 16-year-old Career & College 
Promise student – Christian Williams – has been accepted by and will enroll at The 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 

Christian’s older sister, Mela, attended Alamance Community College via the Career and 
College Promise (CCP) program—in which high school students can earn college credit 
simultaneously while they complete their high school diploma—and will graduate from 
UNC Chapel Hill this spring and two years earlier than a traditional student. 

“We thought CCP would also be a good fit for Christian because we had learned with our 
daughter how homeschoolers successfully incorporate ACC’s college classes,” said 
Matrice. “Furthermore, the CCP program benefits homeschoolers through exposure to 
larger peer groups who come from various backgrounds. And that introduction to people 
from different socio-economic groups and ages serves as a bridge to four-year 
universities.”  
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10. January and February were busy months for planning three major events the College will 
host in March and April. Because of the logistical complexity and anticipated crowds on 
campus, stakeholders from across the campus are working collaboratively to coordinate 
these events that will raise awareness of ACC and its program offerings.   

The first event is the 2018 National Collegiate Landscape Competition, sponsored by the 
National Association of Landscape Professionals. From March 14-17, more than 1,000 
students from 65 universities and colleges across the nation will be on ACC’s campus to 
compete in a range of horticulture and landscaping contests. 

The event also involves a career fair and professional networking and showcases products 
and services from dozens of major sponsors, such as Stihl, John Deere and Caterpillar. 

Events and activities will involve nearly every inch of the ACC campus, which is on spring 
break during that time period.  

The College has been working with the Alamance County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
to ensure access to lodging and meals. The event is expected to be an economic boon to 
the county during the event.    

The second event is on March 29, which coincides with the centennial of the end of 
World War I—specifically North Carolina’s role in the conflict—and features an exhibit 
and other activities titled “North Carolina in the Great War.”  

In cooperation with the North Carolina Archives, the day-long exhibition showcases: 

 Original historic documents from the WWI period  

 Informational panels and related artifacts, courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington D.C. 

 WWI military uniforms worn by Alamance County veterans, courtesy of the Haw 
River Museum/Alamance County Historical Association 

 WWI-era nurses’ uniforms, courtesy of UNC Greensboro’s Special Collections and 
University Archives  

ACC’s Scott Collection is hosting an exhibit on the influenza epidemic on the homefront 
during World War I.  

Alamance County middle and high school students are invited to compete in a poster 
board contest, with more than $2,000 in prize money awarded to winners.  

The College expects about 1,500 school students to attend the exhibits. The general 
public is also invited to view the exhibits. 

The third event, on April 28, is the Alamance County Science Olympiad. This will be the 
third year the College has hosted this event on a Saturday, one that draws over 300 
elementary and middle school children to compete in a variety of STEM-related activities.  
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The event also draws parents and extended family, and the College uses this opportunity 
to promote ACC programs, including Early College. 

Nearly every inch of the main campus interior is utilized for such competitions such as 
Data Crunches, Fossil Frenzy, Programmers, SkyQuest, and Ecology Experts. Parking lots 
are used for competitions such as 1-2-3 Blast Off and Trajeggtory. 

11. Alamance Community College has again won the Tree Campus USA® recognition, an 
Arbor Day Foundation program that is celebrating its 10th anniversary. The Tree Campus 
USA program honors colleges and universities and their leaders for promoting healthy 
trees and engaging students and staff in the spirit of conservation. 

To obtain this distinction, Alamance Community College has met the five core standards 
for sustainable campus forestry required by Tree Campus USA, including establishment of 
a tree advisory committee, evidence of a campus tree-care plan, dedicated annual 
expenditures for its campus tree program, an Arbor Day observance and the sponsorship 
of student service-learning projects.  

The entire campus community should be proud of this sustained commitment to 
environmental stewardship. 

12. President Algie Gatewood announced a series of town hall forums open to all faculty and 
staff. He hopes to use this as a platform for updates, Q&As, and open discussion about 
issues and concerns.  

The first forum was Feb. 22 and topics covered included campus security, wayfaring and 
signage, service learning, facilities enhancements, and computer technology.  

The next forums are Wednesday, April 18 at 2pm in A-348 and  
Wednesday, May 2 at 10am in the Auditorium. 

13. Alamance Community College and ABSS hosted a parent information session Feb. 15, 
nearly filling Burlington’s St. Mark’s Church auditorium. 

The session was meant to raise awareness of academic options for high-school-aged 
students on the ACC campus and to promote the dual-enrollment Career & College 
Promise program.  

14. Save the dates:  

 March 16 – Board of Trustees Annual Retreat 

 March 14-17 – 2018 National Collegiate Landscape Competition 

 March 29 – North Carolina in the Great WW I Exhibit 

 April 28 – Alamance County Science Olympiad 

 May 3 – ACC Student Awards Convocation 

 May 15 – Nurse Pinning Ceremony 
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 May 24 – ACC Celebration of Excellence 

 June 8 – ACC Commencement 
 

15. In January and February, 14 outside groups utilized ACC facilities, including Alamance 
Racial Equity Institute, N.C. Native American Youth, Alamance NAACP, N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Toastmasters, Girl Scouts, Impact Alamance and Hawfields 
Middle School. 

Opening ACC campuses to outside groups is part of the College’s community outreach 
efforts outlined in the College’s Strategic Plan.  

16. Alamance Community College received media attention in January and February that 
included the following:  

 Jan. 3 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that an ACC Culinary student was named Woman of 
the Year by the Burlington Civitan’s Club.  

 Jan. 4 
The Alamance News reported on specific proposals that fall into the College’s $39.6 
million bond request. 

 Jan. 10 
The Mebane Enterprise reported the ACC Foundation’s new slate of directors, 
including two Mebane residents.  

 Jan. 11 
The Burlington Times-News reported on specific proposals that fall into the College’s 
$39.6 million bond request. 

 Jan. 18 
The Alamance News reported that the College will host a jazz festival and lecture 
series on Jan. 24. 

 Jan. 20 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that Rockingham Community College has 
joined the Spartan Passage program, joining ACC in that UNC-G partnership. 

 The Burlington Times-News reported that the College will host a jazz festival and 
lecture series on Jan. 24. 

 

 Jan. 24 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC’s Automotive Systems department 
participated in a regional job fair at Turrentine Middle School.  
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 Jan. 25 
A Triad Business Journal feature on Fairystone Fabrics mentions that this local 
advanced manufacturing firm was recently recognized as Alamance Community 
College Business Partner of the Year.  

 Feb 1 
The Burlington Times News reported that First Lady Kristin Cooper visited the 
Advanced Applied Technology Center on Jan. 31. 

 Feb. 8 
Alamance News reported that First Lady Kristin Cooper visited the Advanced Applied 
Technology Center on Jan. 31. 

 Feb. 10 
The Triad Business Journal reported that ACC is hosting the National Collegiate 
Landscape Competition in March.  

 Feb. 11 
TotalLandscapeCare.com reported that ACC is hosting the National Collegiate 
Landscape Competition in March.  

 Feb. 14 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC is hosting the National Collegiate 
Landscape Competition in March.  

 Feb. 15 
The Alamance News reported that 16-year-old ACC Career & College Promise student 
Christian Williams was accepted by MIT. 

 Feb. 17 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC will go before the Alamance County 
commissioners on March 19 to request a $39.6 million bond referendum.  

 Feb. 18 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that ACC is hosting the National Collegiate 
Landscape Competition 

 Feb. 21 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC is hosting the National Collegiate 
Landscape Competition in March.  

 Feb. 24 
The Burlington Times-News reported that 16-year-old ACC Career & College Promise 
student Christian Williams was accepted by MIT. 


