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1. For the second time in three years, the College’s Student Culinary Hot Foods Team won the 
American Culinary Federation (ACF) North Carolina Junior Hot Foods Competition and will 
represent the state of North Carolina at the Southeast Regional Competition in February. If 
ACC wins there, it would compete at the national level in New Orleans.  
 
In December’s competition in Charlotte, the ACC team won a gold medal and the highest 
point total ever, beating arch-rival Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College. The 
host school, Central Piedmont Community College, finished third.  

The competition is scored by assuming each team is perfect, then subtracts points based on 
critiques of each food dish and such other factors as prep skills, cook time and presentation. 

The team now prepares for the Southeast Regional ACF Competition, to be held in late 
February at Central Piedmont Community College in Charlotte. The ACC culinary team will 
face competition from about half a dozen colleges -- not necessarily only community 
colleges -- from states in the southeastern U.S.  

This year’s team consists of three returning members, and two new students, although all 
are in their second year of the Culinary Arts program: Maria Limon-Cruz, Larry Winstead 
(alternate), Ian Macklin, Trevor Slosek, and Maribeth McCook. 

2. Fairystone Fabrics, Inc. of Glen Raven, NC was named Alamance Community College’s 2017 
Business Partner of the Year for its outstanding support to students and graduates. The 
announcement was made during the annual Public Officials’ Breakfast at the College on 
Dec. 6. 

In its 49th year of business, Fairystone Fabrics, Inc. has grown stronger in a textile industry 
that has undergone tremendous loss, stress and competition. As an award-winning fabric 
manufacturer, Fairystone supplies the automobile industry and military as well as specialty 
apparel, industrial filtrations, home furnishings, gaming tables, embellishment apparel, 
banners and flags for hotels and tradeshows. 

To qualify for this award, a business partner must support the College in the following: 
Number and quality of volunteers provided to ACC; opportunities provided by the business 
for current ACC students such as co-ops and clinical sites; number of ACC graduates hired 
annually by the business annually; and level of philanthropic support of the ACC Foundation 
and the College.  
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Previous award winners include LapCorp, Duke Energy, Honda Power Equipment and Twin 
Lakes Retirement Community. 

The final selection for this award was determined by a committee comprised of two 
members of the ACC Board of Trustees and two members of the ACC Foundation Board of 
Directors. 

3. Alamance Community College’s Office of Institutional Advancement organized a “Girls Take 
Tech” outreach event at the Advanced Applied Technology Center on Dec. 13. 

The event was meant to inspire female middle and high school students to explore careers 
in STEM fields, including advanced manufacturing.  The College worked with ABSS to extend 
invitations across the school system.  

More than 100 female students, many accompanied by extended family, attended the 
inaugural event which was deemed very successful. Visitors toured the AATC, participated 
in hands-on activities at each program lab, met local women working in high-tech careers in 
the area, and learned about tuition-free pathways into College curriculum programs. 

The event was funded by the National Science Foundation. The event’s name “Girls Take 
Tech” was the result of a brainstorming activity with 9th grade female students enrolled in 
Early College. 

4. What began as a simple outreach event between ABSS and the College’s Computer-Aided 
Drafting (CAD) program at one local high school quickly expanded into a much bigger event 
at four high schools after one of the world’s largest manufacturers of home furnishings 
asked to participate. 

Four Ashley Furniture leaders - all women - arrived in Burlington via corporate jet to speak 
with students – most of them female - about career opportunities in advanced 
manufacturing, engineering and design on Dec. 18 and 19. 

When Ashley Furniture Industries founder and chairman Ron Wanek heard from one of his 
employees about the collaboration, he urged the College and ABSS to expand the program 
and he offered to send a handful of female professionals from his company to talk about 
rewarding STEM careers. 

Wanek is a strong proponent of encouraging more women into STEM fields, in particular 
advanced manufacturing and design. 

The four participating high schools were Western Alamance, Cummings, Southern Alamance 
and Graham. 

The College leveraged the four break-out sessions to promote Computer-Aided Drafting and 
the five programs at the Advanced Applied Technology Center. More than 920 students 
attended the break-out sessions. 
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5. Impact Alamance’s Teacher Leadership Academy – comprised of about 65 ABSS instructors 
– spent much of Dec. 12 on the College’s campus, learning about careers in high tech and 
advanced manufacturing fields. 

The annual fact-finding event included tours of the Advanced Applied Technology Center. 
The message to ABSS instructors: In-demand jobs are available locally and the College is 
prepared to teach those needed skills. 

6. In December, the College announced the first cohort of instructors who will participate in 
the Master Advisor Program, expected to launch in January under the direction of Dr. Clara 
Vega.  

The program will train a cohort of seven advisors every year using up-to-date advisement 
strategies and interpersonal communication skills. Ideally, through this program, advisors 
will develop soft and academic advising skills to build a relationship of shared trust with 
advisees that would lead the students to take responsibility for achieving their academic 
goals. Each cohort will include participants representing all three Divisions and the Student 
Success Office. 

The program will run on a calendar year. There will be a series of 8 meetings, four in the 
spring semester and the remaining four in the fall semester. At the end of this first year, 
participants will become Master Advisors. 

Participants graduating from the program will be invited to participate in the training of the 
next cohort. At the end of the second year, participants will become Senior Master 
Advisors. 

7. College faculty, staff, alumni and retirees gathered Dec. 15 for the annual holiday luncheon 
celebration. Songs, good food, contests and door prizes awaited many of the 330 attendees 
to this year’s gathering. 

8. A Culinary student reinventing herself after spending 40 years in public school education 
was recognized in December as the Burlington Civitan’s Club Woman of the Year. 

Beverly Pugh was honored for her extensive community volunteer work as well as her years 
in education as both a teacher and principal. She is also the recipient of the prestigious 
Order of the Long Leaf Pine from the N.C. Governor’s Office. 

She began taking culinary classes at the College, hoping to learn more about the business 
side of food sales in the purchasing class. Today, she is a full-time vendor selling baked 
goods at Steve’s Garden Market and Butchery in Graham. 

9. LinkTransit, the City of Burlington’s public transit system, reported the highest ridership 
totals ever on the Orange Route, which includes stops at both Alamance Community College 
campuses. 
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That route posted 1,871 riders in September and 1,853 in October. The Orange Route has 
generally ranged between 1,500 and 1,600 riders per month. The College is responsible for 
the bulk of Orange Route ridership. 

10. Save the date: 

Dec. 23-Jan. 1 – College is closed 

Jan. 8 – Spring semester begins 

March 13-17 – National Collegiate Landscape Competition at ACC 

March 30-31 – Easter Break 

April 28 – N.C. Science Olympiad 

June 8 – College Commencement at Elon University 

Aug. 10 – State of Alamance 

11. The College has hosted 121 outside groups this year, including Impact Alamance, Girl 
Scouts, and the N.C. Wildlife Commission. 

Facilitating community groups to leverage college facilities has been part of a long-term 
marketing campaign to tell ACC’s story. For the third straight year, the College has doubled 
the number of outside groups utilizing both campuses. In 2014, the College noted a three-
year average of 61 outside visits annually in submitting Key Performance Indicators in a 
report to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 

A committee worked in 2014 to raise awareness and solicit higher community utilization of 
ACC’s facilities and bring more visitors to campus. The College is now routinely scheduling 
public school visits. ACC hosts several high-profile events including Alamance Reads, The 
State of Alamance, the Times-News Current Events Challenge, Boy Scout Merit Badge 
College, and the regional N.C. Science Olympiad.   

12. The College has received media attention that includes the following:  

 Dec. 6 

WFMY News2 reported that ACC won a gold medal in the hot foods competition and 
will represent North Carolina at the regionals 

The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC culinary student Beverly Pugh was 
named the Burlington Civitan’s Woman of the Year. 

 Dec. 7 

The Alamance News reported that ACC won a gold medal in the hot foods 
competition and will represent North Carolina at the regionals 
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The Alamance News reported that Fairystone Fabrics was named ACC’s Business 
Partner of the Year at the annual ACC Business and Elected Leaders Breakfast. 

The Burlington Times-News reported that Fairystone Fabrics was named ACC’s 
Business Partner of the Year at the annual ACC Business and Elected Leaders 
Breakfast. 

Dec. 13 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC won a gold medal in the hot foods 
competition and will represent North Carolina at the regionals. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that Fairystone Fabrics was named ACC’s Business 
Partner of the Year at the annual ACC Business and Elected Leaders Breakfast. 

 Dec. 14 

The Burlington Times-News reported on an ACC-hosted event – Girls Take Tech – 
which was meant to introduce middle and high school female students to STEM 
careers. The event was held in the Advanced Applied Technology Center.  

 Dec. 15 

The Burlington Times-News reported on ACC’s law enforcement in-service training 
program hosting a seminar in drone surveillance for area police officers.  

 Dec. 16 

WFMY-News2 reported on ACC’s law enforcement in-service training program hosting 
a seminar in drone surveillance for area police officers. 

The Burlington Times-News editorial page lauded the College’s effort to promote 
advanced manufacturing/STEM careers to female middle and high school students.  

 Dec. 17 

The Burlington Times-News reported that the county manager is expected soon to 
offer a plan to fund $190 million in upgrades to ABSS and ACC. Included in that plan is 
the College’s proposed $40 million bond referendum.   

 

 

 

 


