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 President’s Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
September 2017 

 

1. Planning continued throughout September to host an Oct. 6 Open House/Ribbon Cutting 
ceremony for the recently-opened Advanced Applied Technology Center. 

The program includes food, music, and tours of the new facility. The event – which was 
intentionally scheduled to coincide with National Manufacturing Day – represents a unique 
opportunity to showcase not only the facility, but the College’s workforce development efforts to 
serve local industry. 

Representatives from various business and industry will be on hand at each of the departments 
housed at the facility to discuss job opportunities with ACC students and the general community. 

The $16 million Advanced Applied Technology Center hosts these programs: Computer-Integrated 
Machining, Automotive Systems, Welding, Mechatronics Engineering and Air Conditioning-
Heating-Refrigeration. The facility opened in August ahead of fall semester. 

2. A dozen ABSS instructors attended the first in a series of workshop and enrichment classes on 
Sept. 19 at ACC, aimed at raising awareness of the College’s relatively new Mechatronics 
Engineering program. 

The high school instructors, teaching such subjects as Algebra, Biology and Physics, have agreed 
to participate in a 2-year partnership to learn how they can incorporate the principles of 
Mechatronics into their every-day lesson plans.  

The strategy is to promote Mechatronics as a career to high school students. ACC’s goal is to 
address the skills gap by first addressing the interest gap regarding advanced manufacturing 
careers. September’s workshop represents the first cohort with additional cohorts joining the 
program in the future. 

This program is the result of a $200,000 National Science Foundation Advanced Technological 
Education grant. The grant is being used to develop a Mechatronics Technology Institute in 
partnership with Alamance-Burlington Schools System (ABSS) and North Carolina advanced 
manufacturing partners to prepare a qualified mechatronics trained workforce. 

The MechTech Institute—expected to impact about 720 local high school students and 45 
teachers and counselors– will contribute to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) education and teacher development. It will help address the need for stable, well-paid 
employment in Alamance County and surrounding regions by building a sustainable pipeline of 
qualified students from high school through college into the mechatronics workforce. It will also 
serve as an integral piece of ACC’s Mechatronics Engineering Technology program involving 
curriculum development, capital expansion, and student recruitment and support. 
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Additionally, the MechTech Institute seeks to adapt the industry-exposure component—such as 
guided workplace tours and demonstrations and face-to-face interactions with members of the 
current workforce—to specific businesses and student populations in order to maximize increased 
student awareness and interest in mechatronics education and career paths. 

The Sept. 19 workshop was facilitated in the new Mechatronics lab at the Advanced Applied 
Technology Center. 

3. The College is in the final stages of introducing two new degree programs next year to enhance 
university transfer options: an Associate Degree in Fine Arts-Music Concentration and an 
Associate Degree in Fine Arts – Visual Arts Concentration. 

The goal is to engage students earlier in their academic career in their area of interest and make 
for a more seamless transition to 4-year universities strong in music or visual arts. For instance, 
UNC-Greensboro has a national reputation for music. 

In September, this proposal was approved by the College’s curriculum committee and was mailed 
to the N.C. Community College System office on Sept. 27 for review. The degree program is 
scheduled to begin fall 2018. 

4. Additional academic programs are also planned for 2018. They include:  

 Associate in Business Administration Degree-Human Resource Management Concentration   

 Human Resource Management Certificate  

 Medical Auditor Degree or Diploma program 

 Blacksmithing class under Welding Technology 

 Information Technology-Security Concepts AAS degree plus Cybersecurity Certificate  

 Community Dental Health Coordinator Certificate  

5. The ACC Foundation again hosted the annual “Return to the Classroom” event Sept. 13 for donors 
who’ve made generous donations for student scholarships. 

The annual event is meant to strengthen connections to Foundation donors, recognize them for 
their generosity and give them a glimpse of academic life at the College. This year’s event 
featured three break-out sessions: Computer-Aided Drafting, the new Honor’s Program, and 
Senior Health Issues.  

The keynote speaker was Dr. Andrew Brod, a renowned economist at UNC-Greensboro. 

6. Save the date:  

 Oct. 6 – Advanced Applied Technology Center Open House/Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

 Oct. 10 – Mech-Tech Institute workshop 

 Oct. 11 – Dedication ceremony in the ACC Memorial Garden for Donna Rice  

 Oct. 18 – ACC Foundation Donor-Recipient Reception 
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 Oct 31 – Press conference for ACC’s new Community Dental Health Coordinator Certificate  

 Nov. 4 –  Steven Reinhartsen 5k Run/Walk 

 Nov. 16 – Discover Your Dream Career Workshop 

 May 18, 2018 - Commencement 

7. In September, 13 outside agencies or groups utilized ACC campuses, including Alamance 
Partnership for Children, Alamance Board of Elections, NCWorks, Girl Scouts, Toastmasters, and 
the Alzheimer’s Association. 

The College has hosted 88 outside groups so far this year. 

Getting outside groups and organizations to visit ACC campuses is part of the 2014-17 Strategic 
Plan aimed at increasing community engagement. 

8. Alamance Community College received media attention in September that included: 

 Sept. 14 
The Alamance News reported that ACC is accessing the feasibility of locating a satellite 
campus at one of three possible locations in the county – two in Mebane and one in west 
Burlington. 

 Sept. 26 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that ACC scheduled an Open House and Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony on Oct. 6. 

 Sept. 27 
WFMY-News2 reported that ACC partnered with Triad Goodwill to host a career fair at the 
Holly Hill Mall on Sept. 27.  

 Sept. 29 
The Burlington Times-News reported ACC’s visit to and Dr. Algie Gatewood’s remarks at the 
opening of the Graham High School science lab upgrade in partnership with the College. 

The Burlington Times-News reported a series of informational meetings for the Career 
Accelerator Program – and “lean and earn” apprentice program for high school students who 
train at Alamance Community College. 

 
 


