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 President’s Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
May 2017 

  

1. Dr. James C. Williamson – President of North Carolina Community College System – was this 
year’s keynote speaker at Alamance Community College’s May 19 Commencement.   

This spring, the College graduated 1,077 students. The graduation list breaks down this way: 

 Curriculum: 891  

 High School Equivalency: 153 

 Adult High School: 33  

In addition, 78 Career & College Promise high school students earned college credit credentials – 
the highest number since the program’s inception in 2012. Of that number, 15 earned Associate 
in Arts degrees concurrent with their high school diplomas. 

2. William H. “Bill” Woodruff, longtime department head of the Biotechnology program at Alamance 
Community College until his retirement a year ago, was named a Professor Emeritus during the 
College’s 2017 Commencement exercise. 

Only three faculty members have received this honor in the past.  

Woodruff began his tenure with the Biotechnology program two years after its inception: initially 
as an instructor starting in 1987 and then as department head from 1996 until 2016. 

Beginning in 1998, he served as the Southeastern Regional Director for Bio-Link, whose mission is 
to improve and support two-year biotechnology education. In 2008, he was appointed the 
Southern Hub Director of the Northeast Bio-manufacturing Center and Collaborative, both funded 
by the National Science Foundation. 

Woodruff was honored in March 2012 by the Piedmont Triad Office of the NC Biotechnology 
Center with the Academic Development Excellence Award for his 25 years of career achievement 
in the industry.  

Woodruff is known in the North Carolina biotechnology community as the “Grandfather of 
Community College Biotech. As a result of Woodruff’s work overseeing ACC’s Biotechnology 
department, the College designated this program as its first Center of Excellence last year. 
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3. Alamance Community College and North Carolina Central University (NCCU) in Durham signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on May 2 launching “Eagle ACCess,” a bi-lateral partnership 
agreement that makes transfer more seamless and provides ACC graduates with more options.  

The partnership establishes eight associate and bachelor-degree programs between ACC and 
NCCU, including several hybrid courses that are offered both on campus or online. It includes the 
following Associate of Applied Science (AAS) and Bachelor of Science (BS), Bachelor of Arts (BA) 
and Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) degree offerings as part of a transfer articulation 
agreement: 

 AAS in Biotechnology to BS in Pharmaceutical Sciences 

 AAS in Information Technology to BS in Computer Science and Business 

 AAS in Accounting to BBA in Accounting 

 AAS in Business (Marketing Concentration) to BBA in Business Administration with 
Concentration in Marketing 

 AAS in Business Administration to BBA in Business Administration with a Concentration in 
Management 

 AAS in Culinary Arts to BS in Hospitality and Tourism Administration 

 AAS in Early Childhood Education to BS in Early Childhood Education 

 AAS in Early Childhood Education to BS in Child Development and Family Relations 

Dr. Algie Gatewood and NCCU interim Chancellor Dr. Johnson Akinleye signed the agreement at a 
special ceremony, attended by more than two dozen representatives from NCCU and a large 
number from the ACC community, including trustees Jerry Bailey, Dr. Dick Fisher and Julie Scott 
Emmons. 

Dr. Gatewood said the collaboration reflects a commitment by ACC to partnerships with nearby 
universities and a commitment to serving student populations inside Alamance County. He added 
that closing the skills gap in technical fields and opening doors to high-paying careers is a win-win 
for ACC students and local industry. 

4. Construction of the $16 million Advanced Applied Technology Center remains on schedule to 
open in time for the fall semester. Project managers report that this state-of-the-art facility – 
which will house our Automotive, Welding, Computer-Integrated Machining, Mechatronics and 
Heating-Air programs – was 75 percent complete through mid-May. 

5. Alamance Community College’s new Multipurpose Sport Court officially opened May 5. Students, 
faculty and staff, local county officials, and members of Impact Alamance gathered for a ribbon-
cutting this month with roughly 200 people in attendances. Included among the attendees were 
the CEO of Impact Alamance and members of her board. Additionally ACC trustees Nancy 
Rosborough, Bill Gomery and Dr. Reid Dusenberry were in attendance. 

This court was largely funded through a $50,000 grant provided to the College from Impact 
Alamance—whose mission includes promoting healthy lifestyles. The ACC Board of Trustees last 
fall approved a $94,000 budget for a multi-purpose court. Additional funding came from 
bookstore revenues, which can be used for projects benefiting students. 
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Now ABSS, college students and the community can enjoy such recreational sports as basketball, 
volleyball and bad-mitten. The multi-sport court will better provide the PE requirements for Early 
and Middle College students and could allow the College to expand its PE course offerings.  

Uriel Regalado, a sophomore in the ABSS Early College at ACC, was the winner of a $200 VISA gift 
card for being the first raffle ticket holder to sink a basket during the “ACC Half-court Challenge” 
that followed the ribbon-cutting. 

6. Staff, faculty, students and alumni were recognized May 25 at the College’s annual Celebration of 
Excellence. 

This year’s Distinguished Alumnus award went to Travis Gunter, who came to Alamance 
Community College following a stint in the U.S. Marines. 

Excelling through ACC’s Culinary Arts program, Gunter has been continuously employed in the 
culinary industry and has risen through the ranks of his field. An appearance on CNBC’s 
‘Restaurant Start Up’ program led to restaurant ownership in South Carolina. Since then he has 
worked as an executive chef at high-end restaurants across the southeast, and currently serves as 
Sous-Chef at Bravo/Brio Restaurant Group in Louisiana. The Distinguished Alumni Award is for an 
alumnus who has achieved a significant level of success as a direct result from the education 
gained at ACC.   

Kimberly Johnson was recognized as the recipient for the Governor Robert W. Scott Leadership 
Award. She is ACC’s first winner of this award. A winner of ACC’s Clapp Entrepreneurial 
Opportunity (CEO) Initiative competition, she has been prepping her business launch of a Ninja-
style exercise gym. Her campus activities have included Phi Theta Kappa, Rotaract Club, Martial 
Arts Society, SGA, and National Society of Leadership and Success. She expects to earn her 
Associate in Applied Science degree in Business Administration from ACC later this year.  

This year’s Student Academic Excellence Award Recipient was Anh Nguyen, who emigrated from 
Vietnam in 2011 and studied English for three years before enrolling in ACC’s university transfer 
program. A May 2017 graduate, Anh worked in ACC’s chemistry lab as a work-study student and 
had a GPA of 3.93 last semester. After recently passing the Pharmacy College Administration Test 
(PCAT), she has been accepted into High Point University’s pharmacy program for fall 2017.   

Also recognized were: 

 Rhonda Pierce, Department Head/Nurse Aide, as Excellence in Teaching recipient 

 Don Utberg-Hood, Computer Technology Instructor, as Adjunct Faculty Member of the 
Year 

 Beth Brehler, Director of Enrollment Management, as Staff Member of the Year 

 Tom Davis, Woodworking Instructor, as Workforce Development Instructor of the Year 
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7. Alamance Community College, in partnership with the Alamance-Burlington School System, will 
spearhead a county-wide initiative – beginning this summer - to increase application and 
matriculation rates for minority males pursuing medical degrees. 

The number of black males enrolling in medical school is slipping. In 2014, 515 black men enrolled 
in medical school in the U.S. – down from 541 in 1978. And while black males make up 6 percent 
of the U.S. population, only 1 percent of U.S. physicians are black men. 

Further, only 2 percent of full-time medical school faculty are black males.  

The immediate focus is on improving reading, writing, math and science skills through a summer 
camp enrichment series aimed at 6th through 8th graders. 

But Alamance Community College’s Medical Bridge Program will develop a holistic approach that 
addresses the belief gap, the interest gap, the knowledge gap and the resources gap that are 
barriers to entry for prospective minority male participants. This is also meant to increase college-
going aspirations. This approach begins at the elementary school level and carries through the 
high school and early college years. It will incorporate character, leadership and team building 
activities in concert with male mentoring, field trips, and job shadowing in the health and science 
arenas. 

The summer camp experience – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. for 4-6 weeks Monday through Thursday – will 
be an intense immersion program that enhances reading and writing skills, the building blocks of 
all that follows.  

One goal is to create a pathway for these students into ACC, where they would get their first two 
years of academics completed before transitioning to a 4-year institution.  

For rising 6th graders, the math-science component includes algebra, ratios/proportions, 
fractions/decimals, Kingdoms, cells, organisms, food chain, and the Scientific Method. 

From rising 7th graders, the math-science component includes advanced algebra, geometry, 
statistics, basic genetics, matter, atoms, and chemical formulas and equations. 

For rising 8th graders, the math-science component includes functions, probability, irrational 
numbers, the nervous system, the skeletal system, the muscular system, the respiratory system 
and the circulatory system.  

On Fridays, students will explore science and medicine through visits to medical offices, 
museums, labs, and medical schools.  This is meant to bolster belief, cultivate interest, and 
augment classroom lesson plans. The camps – with enrollment up to 40 students - also includes 
ACT and college readiness prep.  

ABSS and ACC hosted an Open House information session for parents and received 46 
applications to attend the program, which is scheduled to launch July 10. 
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8. The ACC Foundation Summer Scholarship Committee in May awarded scholarships to 290 
students for summer semester.  The vast majority of scholarships available for summer semester 
have now been awarded. 

9. The ACC Foundation Campus Campaign – which ended in May – raised $56,529, exceeding this 
year’s goal and up 9 percent over last year’s total amount. This sets yet another campus campaign 
record with the largest amount raised in our history. 212 of ACC’s 226 full-time employees 
contributed to the campaign. 

10. In May, 11 outside agencies utilized the ACC campuses, including the N.C. Farm Bureau, the N.C. 
Department of Wildlife, Women of Strength, and Toastmasters. 

The College has hosted 52 outside groups so far this year. 

11. Save the dates.  

May 26 was the start of summer hour half-day Fridays. May 30 is a Town Hall Meeting with 
Congressman Mark Walker. June 23 is the Emergency Plan Drill at the Dillingham Center in 
conjunction with Burlington public safety officials. Aug. 4 is The State of Alamance. August 25 is 
Alamance Community College Day. 

12. ACC was awarded $40,500 in grant funding from the United Way of Alamance County in 2017-18. 
Most of this funding will be used to purchase GED and HiSET testing vouchers and other financial 
support for literacy students 

13. The College received media attention in May that included the following: 

 May 2 
The Durham Herald-Sun reported that ACC and N.C. Central University had agreed to a 
bilateral articulation agreement that would make transfer more seamless in eight community 
college programs. 

WGHPFox 8 News featured ACC in a segment about community colleges piloting a career 
coaches program in area high schools.  

 May 3 
A Durham Herald-Sun editorial praised ACC and N.C. Central University for its bilateral 
articulation agreement making transfer more seamless.  

 May 10 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Alamance commissioners and the ABSS were 
accepting applications for two vacancies to ACC’s board of trustees. 

 May 11 
The Alamance News reported that Alamance commissioners and the ABSS were accepting 
applications for two vacancies to ACC’s board of trustees. 

The Alamance News reported that Ez Perry will become ACC’s next Student Government 
Association President.  
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 May 20 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC graduated 1,077 students at its 2017 
Commencement.  

 May 31 
The Burlington Times-News, Greensboro News & Record, WXII-12, WGHP-8 reported that the 
College hosted a Town Hall meeting for Congressman Mark Walker and his constituents.  
 

 
 
 


