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 President’s Cabinet Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
March 2017 

 

1. The National Science Foundation (NSF) has awarded Alamance Community College a 
$199,592 Advanced Technological Education (ATE) federal grant to develop a 
Mechatronics Technology Institute in partnership with Alamance-Burlington Schools 
System (ABSS) and North Carolina advanced manufacturing partners to prepare a 
qualified mechatronics trained workforce. 

The College views this grant as a stepping stone to additional grants at much higher levels 
in the years ahead. 

The MechTech Institute - expected to impact about 720 local high school students and 45 
ABSS instructors and counselors - will contribute to science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) education and teacher development. It will help address the need 
for stable, well-paid employment in Alamance County and surrounding regions by 
building a sustainable pipeline of qualified students from high school through college into 
the mechatronics workforce. It will serve as an integral piece of ACC’s Mechatronics 
Engineering Technology program involving curriculum development, capital expansion, 
and student recruitment and support.  

The MechTech Institute would provide professional development to ABSS high school 
STEM instructors and counselors through:  workshops, summer enrichment programs, 
and field trips to business. 

Coordinating the project at Alamance Community College is Dr. Mohamad Haj-
Mohamadi, Department Head of Mechatronics Engineering Technology, and Paul Carr, 
instructor in physics. The grant’s timeline runs three years, from June 1, 2017 through 
May 31, 2020.  

2. Processes and timetables for both a capital campaign and bond referendum in 2018 were 
the chief discussion topics at the March 17 board of trustees retreat. 

The board is weighing how it will fund about $42 million in campus additions, expansions 
and renovation projects over the next 10 years. It is considering two funding mechanisms: 
a capital campaign that enlists key stakeholder support and buy-in and a much larger 
bond referendum seeking voter support – possibly during the November 2018 election 
cycle. 

No decisions have been reached. The board will continue deliberations in the coming 
months. 
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Alan Burrows, a consultant with Cap Dev, outlined the rationale, process and timetable 
for mounting a capital campaign. Monty Hagler, a consultant with RLF Communications, 
followed that with a presentation on how a bond referendum running concurrent with a 
capital campaign might play out. 

Board attorney Frank Longest advised trustees on state law regarding political advocacy 
by college faculty and staff and he offered counsel as to the role the President and 
trustees play in a bond referendum.    

3. Dr. Algie Gatewood met March 22 with NC Central University Interim Chancellor Dr. 
Johnson Akinleye and his staff to discuss and sign an articulation agreement that will 
streamline ACC graduates transition to that 4-year institution. 

A ceremonial signing event is tentatively scheduled for May 2. 

For the first time ever, the two schools have agreed on an articulation agreement linking 
more than a half dozen Associate in Applied Science programs to terminal degree 
programs at NCCU. 

As a result, A.A.S graduates from the College can begin their third and fourth years of 
academic studies in a seamless transition because NCCU has accepted their first two 
years of credits at ACC. 

For example, a student earning an A.A.S. in Biotechnology can attend NCCU and seek a BS 
degree in Pharmaceutical Sciences. Another example: a student earning an A.A.S. in 
Culinary Arts can pursue a BS in Hospitality and Tourism Administration at NCCU. 

Six other ACC programs are similarly linked at NCCU. 

4. Construction of the $16 million Advanced Applied Technology Center continued on 
schedule in March. Project managers report that this state-of-the-art facility – which will 
house our Automotive, Welding, Computer-Integrated Machining, Mechatronics and 
Heating-Air programs – is 55 percent complete. 

Interior and exterior concrete walls are completed. In addition, the wall rough-in for the 
Mechatronics Lab is finished. Rooftop mechanical equipment is installed. Work crews 
began laying brick on the northeast (Mechatronics Lab), north (facing the College) and 
west (back of building). 

Work continues with plumbing and electrical rough-in for Machining, Welding, and 
Automotive.  

Behind-the-scenes planning continues to discern how to best utilize space vacated by 
those programs, which are scheduled to move into the new facility in June and July.  
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5. Helping business and industry quickly access a well trained workforce while improving 
student completion rates highlight this year’s N.C. Community Colleges legislative 
priorities and $70.3 million budget request. 

Piedmont-Triad community college leaders gathered March 24 at Guilford Technical 
Community College’s Greensboro campus to discuss that legislative agenda and how it 
impacts workforce development across the region. Three board members – Dr. Richard 
Fisher, Julie Scott Emmons, and William Gomery – joined Dr. Algie Gatewood at the 
event. 

Gatewood next traveled to Raleigh on March 29 for Community College Day – a rally, a 
press conference to discuss community college legislative priorities and a chance to meet 
with local lawmakers to promote those priorities. Dr. Gatewood met with Sen. Rick Gunn, 
and Representatives Stephen Ross and Dennis Riddell.  

He was accompanied by trustees Dr. Richard Fisher, Julie Scott Emmons, Williams 
Gomery, BG (R) Blake Williams, Student Ambassador Melissa Dixon, SGA President Heidi 
Garcia, and Public Information Director Ed Williams.  

Gatewood said that this year’s budget request to the General Assembly to increase 
funding for short-term workforce training – programs that quickly lead to industry 
credentials – is vital to serving businesses across the region. 

The NC Community College 2017-18 Legislative Agenda includes a request for $15.3 
million to fund workforce non-credit continuing education programs at the same level as 
for-credit curriculum programs. Currently, those short-term programs are funded at 
about two-thirds the level of curriculum program funding. That can be a disincentive to 
community colleges considering additional short-term training programs that move 
skilled workers more quickly into well-paying jobs. 

Also included in the 2017-18 Legislative Agenda is a $22.6 million request to increase 
student support services. By enhancing tutoring, advising, and early alert systems, 
community college students are more likely to complete certificates or degrees and 
transition more quickly into the job market.   

NC Community Colleges are also lobbying for $1.1 million to add more career coaches 
across the state. Currently, 14 community colleges, including Alamance Community 
College, are piloting the career coach program in which college counselors are embedded 
in high schools to promote workforce training options and highlight well-paying careers. 
This year’s request would add 31 more career coaches – a response to bridging the “skills 
gap” in such areas as Machining, Welding, Engineering, and Mechatronics. 

Leaders from Alamance Community College, Guilford Technical Community College, 
Forsyth Tech, Surry Community College, Davidson County Community College, 
Rockingham Community College and Randolph Community College are meeting March 24 
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to discuss how the 2017-18 legislative budget priorities will enhance industry 
recruitment, business retention and workforce development in their respective service 
areas.  

6. Students in Alamance Community College’s Horticulture Technology program finished 
2nd among 26 community colleges and 11th overall out of 60 schools and 672 students at 
the National Collegiate Landscape Competition held at Brigham Young University in 
Provo, Utah in March.   

ACC student John Hawkins finished 7th overall among all competitors. Elizabeth Trott, 
who finished 12th overall, was also the highest scoring female at the competition. 

This was the 14th consecutive year that ACC’s Horticulture department had attended this 
national event. Each year, students spend a day in workshops led by industry 
professionals, attend a career fair featuring more than 50 top landscape companies from 
across the U.S., and pit their horticulture skills in numerous competitions.  

ACC will host this national event in March 2018 as an estimated 1,100 students and 
professionals in the landscape industry are expected to participate during the college’s 
spring break week. Since 1977, only four community colleges have served as host site and 
in most of those occasions the community college was in a large metropolitan arena. 

Bringing this national event to the ACC campus is expected to be a significant marketing 
and public relations opportunity—as well as an economic boost to Alamance County. 
Area hotels, restaurants, and retail outlets are expected to receive a boost from the 
event. Hotels are expected to see a 400-room impact over the three-day event, said 
Snyder. 

7. For the second consecutive year, students on Alamance Community College’s Mock Trial 
Team scored a victory over one of North Carolina’s top four-year universities by defeating 
UNC Charlotte on a 2-0 decision at the Southeast Regional Mock Trial Championships held 
at Campbell Law School in Raleigh recently.  

During the month of February, the American Mock Trial Association (AMTA) hosts 25 
regional tournaments at which more than 5,000 students from 650 teams compete to 
earn bids to the national championship tournament in April.  AMTA mock trial is the 
largest and most prestigious forensic competition in the U.S.  

Alamance Community College is one of only two community colleges in the country to 
take on this challenge. Other educational institutions competing in the Southeast 
Regional competition were George Washington University, Campbell University, Patrick 
Henry University, American University, Wake Forrest University, NC State University, 
Duke University, Davidson College, High Point University, UNC, University of Tennessee, 
and William and Mary.  

https://www.facebook.com/john.hawkins.1257
https://www.facebook.com/elizabeth.trott.35
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Students representing ACC at the regional tournament were Veronica Wisnewski 
(Captain), Nathan Bodenheimer, James Gilchrest, Kiara Dean, Daniel Satterfield, Gabriel 
Parks, Shanil Boykin, Michael Howard, Bobbi Howard, and Jehmakia Howard. 

8. Two Alamance Community College students are the first of eight apprentices in the 
Career Accelerator Program (CAP) to complete requirements for the Mechatronics 
Engineering Technology Basic Certificate. 

Justin Padmos, a graduate of the ABSS Middle College, and Trevor Coffey, a graduate of 
Eastern Alamance High School, are the first of the apprentices to move forward toward a 
credential in the program overseen by NC Works.  

The Career Accelerator Program (CAP) is a partnership of the College and ABSS, the 
Alamance Chamber, and seven local manufacturing-based companies. The apprenticeship 
provides the students the opportunity to earn while they learn and the companies benefit 
by training and developing an employee to meet specific needs of their workforce. Tuition 
and books at ACC are paid for by the company. At the end of the program, an apprentice 
will have an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Mechatronics Engineering 
Technology; a Journeyman Certificate from the N.C. Department of Commerce; 6,400 
hours of on-the-job training; a guaranteed job with the company; and no school debt. 

Apprentices Padmos and Coffey each work about 20 hours a week at their respective 
manufacturing plants—Padmos at Fairystone Fabrics and Coffey at Sandvik—and spend 
20 hours at the college in academic studies.  

The Career Accelerator Program is just one facet to bring more high school students into 
the mechatronics career field through an education at Alamance Community College.  

High school students who participate in ACC’s new TechHire program receive upfront 
individualized assessment, placement in mechatronics or a related career pathway to 
earn a degree or certificate, intensive coaching, support services, partially paid tuition 
and expenses based on financial need, work-based experiences, support services, and job 
placement assistance. 

TechHire was funded by the U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training 
Administration through a multi-million-dollar award that provided $4 million to a 
consortium of four North Carolina community colleges that includes Alamance 
Community College. ACC will receive approximately $200,000 annually from the current 
academic year through June 2020. 

9. Students in Alamance Community College’s Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) honor society walked 
away with ten awards at a regional conference held in Durham, March 10-12.  
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ACC’s Alpha Omicron Delta chapter, one of 84 represented in the Carolina Region, also 
earned $225 in scholarships to attend additional regional conferences in the upcoming 
year.  

The ACC chapter was recipient of the following awards for the 2016 year: 

 Carolinas Regional Service Award for Participation in the Purse Project. ACC 
members donated items ($250 value & $100 donation) for domestic violence 
shelters. 

 Outstanding Participation in Carolinas Regional Honors in Action Project.  ACC 
students hosted an informal presentation and discussion about the effects of sleep 
deprivation.  

 Carolinas Regional Superstars Award. ACC students submitted a 5-Star chapter plan, 
participated in the Carolinas Region HIA and Service Project, donated to the Joan 
Keller Scholarship Fund, submitted an article for the Carolinas Region Newsletter, 
and attended three national and/or regional conferences. 

 Five Star Status. ACC reached the highest status possible by meeting an extensive 
list of requirements. 

 Most Improved Chapter Award. ACC won this regional award recognizing the 
chapter’s successful participation in more local, regional, and international activities, 
accompanied by a $75 scholarship for regional events. 

 Distinguished Honors in Action Theme Award and Distinguished Chapter Officer 
Team Award. ACC earned the top score in the entire region for its theme, “Beauty 
and Vulgarity,” and will represent their region in the international competition, 
accompanied by a $75 scholarship for regional events.  

 Honorable Mention for Distinguished Carolinas Service Project. ACC students won 
this regional award for their participation in ACC’s Constitution Day activities. 

 Horizon Award for Advisors – Jame O’Sullivan, ACC faculty advisor. 

 2017 Coca-Cola Community College Academic Team Bronze Scholar Award. Of 
1,800 applicants, ACC student Emily Herry was selected for a $1,000 scholarship to 
the university of her choice. 

Phi Theta Kappa is the oldest and largest international honors society for two-year 
colleges. Dedicated members participate in several activities at the local, regional, and 
international level. Each year, chapters are recognized for their work at regional 
conferences. 
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10. ACC again hosted the 7th annual Current Events Challenge on March 16. 

The Current Events Challenge is co-hosted by ACC's Academic & Career Readiness 
department, the ACC Foundation, and the Burlington Times-News' Newspapers in 
Education program, and is a fun opportunity for teams of local high school students to 
match wits in support of literacy in our county.  Students competed in a quiz-bowl style 
tournament to answer current events questions based on the recent newspaper 
accounts.  

The event also serves to introduce competitors’ parents and siblings to the ACC campus.  

11. March was a busy month for outreach events connecting the College to the larger 
community. On March 3, ACC was a sponsor of the Alamance Chamber of Commerce’s 2nd 
Annual Women’s Symposium, bringing together more than 250 female business leaders 
for this networking event. Five faculty and staff members from the College attended, 
representing ACC. 

ACC was also among the sponsors at the March 30 Triad BioNite in Greensboro, an annual 
event bringing together more than 300 leaders in the biosciences and biotechnology. 
Nine ACC representatives attended, including Yonnie Butler, the new Executive Director 
of the Biotechnology Center of Excellence. 

Dr. Algie Gatewood served as a panelist for both the March 20 NC Community College 
Adult Educators Association Spring Conference and the March 23 American Association of 
Blacks in Higher Education Conference. 

12. In March, 13 outside agencies utilized the ACC campuses, including Women of Strength, 
Omega Psi Phi, Alamance Partnership for Children and the Girl Scouts. 

The College has hosted 27 outside groups so far this year. 

13. Save the dates. April 1, ACC hosts the North Carolina Science Olympics. April 27 is the 
Alamance Community College Award’s Ceremony. May 25 is the College’s annual 
Celebration of Excellence. May 26 is the start of summer hour half-day Fridays. June 23 is 
Emergency Plan Drill at the Dillingham Center in conjunction with Burlington public safety 
officials. August 25 is Alamance Community College Day.  
 

14. The College received media attention in March that included the following: 

 March 2 
The Alamance News reported that ACC trustees would spend time at the March 17 
annual retreat to discuss how to pay for $58 million in projects outlined in the 
Facilities Master Plan. 
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 March 5 
The Burlington Times-News reported that the ACC Foundation added six new 
directors to its board.  

 March 14 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that Alamance Community College will join 
six other Piedmont-Triad community colleges at a rally and press conference on 
March 24. 

 March 16 
The Triad Business Journal reported that Yonnie Butler was appointed Executive 
Director of the Biotechnology Center of Excellence.  

Total Landscape Care website reported that Alamance Community College’s 
horticulture team was in the Final Four of a rally cry contest at a March horticulture 
conference. 

 March 17 
The Burlington-Times-News reported that ACC won a $200,000 grant to educate high 
school teachers and counselors about Mechatronics.  

 March 18 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Alamance Community College was the host 
site for the 2017 Current Events Challenge. 

 March 19 
The Burlington Times-News reported on trustees receiving a presentation on the 
process for moving forward with a bond referendum. 

The Burlington Times-News reported that Yonnie Butler was appointed Executive 
Director of the Biotechnology Center of Excellence.  

The Alamance News reported that Yonnie Butler was appointed Executive Director of 
the Biotechnology Center of Excellence.  

 March 21 
The Triad Business Journal reported that Alamance Community College will join six 
other Piedmont-Triad community colleges at a rally and press conference on March 
24. In addition, it reported that a larger rally is planned in Raleigh on March 29.  

 March 24 
The Alamance News reported on trustees receiving presentation on the process for 
moving forward with a bond referendum and a capital campaign. 

The Alamance News reported on proposed capital projects outlined in the Master 
Facilities Plan. 
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The Alamance News reported that ACC’s Mock Trial team bested UNC-Charlotte at a 
recent regional competition.  

The Alamance News reported that ACC student Kim Johnson is this year’s recipient of 
the Governor Robert Scott Student Leadership Award.  

 March 25 
WXII-12 reported that Dr. Algie Gatewood was among a half dozen Piedmont-Triad 
community college presidents promoting the community college’s legislative agenda 
at a media event. 

Time Warner News14 reported that Dr. Algie Gatewood was among a half dozen 
Piedmont-Triad community college presidents promoting the community college’s 
legislative agenda at a media event. 

 March 26 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that Dr. Algie Gatewood was among a half 
dozen Piedmont-Triad community college presidents promoting the community 
college’s legislative agenda at a media event. 

 March 29 
The Burlington Times-News carried an editorial “Community colleges: A worthy 
investment” that reported ACC and other community college efforts to promote the 
2017-18 legislative priorities agenda.  
 

 March 30 
The Alamance News carried a series of editorial opposing ACC’s efforts to implement 
its Facilities Master Plan initiatives through a bond referendum. 

 March 30 
The Alamance News reported that college trustees unanimously voted to approve a 
$5.2 million budget request to the county board of commissioners.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


