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1. Student access, student success and community colleges’ role in workforce development were 
topics explored during N.C. Governor Roy Cooper’s June 7 visit to Alamance Community College. 

Gov. Cooper asked College leaders how his office could better assist community colleges. He also 
used the visit to lobby for his proposed NC GROW Scholarship program which would provide free 
tuition to any NC community college for students who graduate high school with a 2.0 GPA or 
higher. NC GROW, largely funded via the NC Lottery, would cover tuition and fees for students 
who have used up other financial aid options. 

During his one-hour appearance on the main Graham campus, the governor sat down for a 
private round-table discussion with Dr. Algie Gatewood, ACC President; Cathy Johnson, Vice 
President of Instruction; trustees Dr. Richard Fisher and Bill Gomory; Miasha Torain, Interim 
Medical Assisting Dept. Head; Yonnie Butler, Executive Director of the Biotechnology Center of 
Excellence; and students Kyle Young, Carlos Mosqueda, Kamara Troxler, and Sophia Allred. 

The governor concluded his visit by touring Biotechnology and Medical Assisting before he held a 
press conference in the biotechnology lab for area media covering the event. 

The governor’s visit drew extensive press coverage. Gov. Cooper told media: “ACC has been a 
leader in community colleges across North Carolina. One of the reasons I came is because they 
are making advances in technology and are working closely with businesses on getting people 
better-paying jobs. What we have to do from a state perspective is give the community colleges 
the tools that they need, and try and make the college education experience for people who are 
trying to enter the workforce less expensive.” 

2. Dr. Algie Gatewood on June 27 met with key College administrators – including five department 
heads - to discuss the Aug. 21 opening of the Advanced Applied Technology Center (AATC). 

Noting that the opening was only 8 weeks away, the group discussed move-in strategies and 
dates beginning in late July. The College is expected to receive its certificate of occupancy on July 
31.  

Gatewood emphasized to department heads in Mechatronics, Computer-Integrated Machining, 
Automotive, Welding, and Air Conditioning-Heating-Refrigeration the need to grow those five 
programs that comprise the AATC. He asked them to re-double community outreach efforts to 
spread the word about high-demand jobs in their respective fields. 

The group discussed possible dates to celebrate a grand opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony. 
The group tentatively agreed to build an event around National Manufacturing Day on Oct. 6. 
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3. Alamance Community College, in conjunction with Burlington emergency response personnel, 
participated in a Joint Emergency Exercise at the Dillingham Center – the College’s Burlington 
campus in the Burlington Outlet Village - on June 23.  

Anyone near the scene witnessed a large number of law enforcement and emergency vehicles on-
site as this real-world scenario of two active shooters was played out to test how well the College 
functions and communicates while working with Burlington emergency responders. This 
simulation was preceded by a joint table-top exercise and several planning meetings  

Dr. Algie Gatewood said the exercise went well and proved a valuable learning opportunity to 
improve College processes. He commended College personnel, the City of Burlington Police and 
Fire departments, Alamance Emergency Medical Services, Alamance County Sheriff’s Office, and 
the Office of Emergency Management. 

This was the second time in five years that Alamance Community College partnered with local law 
enforcement, fire and rescue for a large-scale campus emergency simulation. The College 
routinely holds other drills such as evacuation, shelter-in-place and lock down at both the Graham 
and Burlington campuses. 

A second scenario was held on July 7.  Based on feedback received from our the state observer 
and the local Office of Emergency Management representative, it was clear that there were 
significant improvements made in comparison to the June 23 exercise. 

4. Also on June 23, the College leveraged downtown Burlington’s Fourth Friday street fair – and an 
ongoing partnership with Steam Junction and the Maker’s Movement – to promote one of ACC’s 
newest programs: Mechatronics Engineering. 

Robots, a 3D ‘fidgets’ printer, and a welding demonstration were part of ACC’s promotion event. 
College staff and faculty were on hand to discuss the Mechatronics program and raise awareness 
of ACC’s new TechHIRE ($1 million dollar Department of Labor grant) financial assistance program 
for prospective students interested in advanced manufacturing careers. 

Alamance Community College’s TechHIRE program prepares students aged 17-to-29 to work in 
21st century manufacturing.  TechHIRE students get individualized assessment, placement in 
mechatronics or a related career pathway to earn a degree or certificate, intensive coaching, 
partially paid tuition and expenses based on financial need, work-based experiences, support 
services, and job placement assistance. 

Mechatronics combines several disciplines like mechanical engineering, electronics engineering, 
and computer skills. It concentrates on the “systems of machines” that requires greater skills in 
areas such as math and physics. Students and workers in mechatronics field interact often with 
control devices, such as robotics and mechanical devices.  Local industries have noted the 
imperative need for employees well trained in mechatronics, particularly in light of their aging 
workforce.  

5. On June 13 and June 15, ABSS teachers, principals, and school counselors came away impressed 
by demonstrations within the Mechatronics Engineering Technology lab at Alamance Community 
College during a recent MechTech Institute welcome meeting. The purpose of those meetings was 
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to convince those educators to participate in the two-year partnership that incorporates 
Mechatronics principles into high school lesson plans. 

ACC’s goal is to address the skills gap by first addressing the interest gap regarding advanced 
manufacturing careers. 

So far, 11 ABSS instructors have committed to the program.  

The event was the result of a $200,000 National Science Foundation Advanced Technological 
Education grant. The grant is being used to develop a Mechatronics Technology Institute in 
partnership with Alamance-Burlington Schools System (ABSS) and North Carolina advanced 
manufacturing partners to prepare a qualified mechatronics trained workforce.  

The MechTech Institute—expected to impact about 720 local high school students and 45 
teachers and counselors–will contribute to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) education and teacher development. It will help address the need for stable, well-paid 
employment in Alamance County and surrounding regions by building a sustainable pipeline of 
qualified students from high school through college into the mechatronics workforce. It will also 
serve as an integral piece of ACC’s Mechatronics Engineering Technology program involving 
curriculum development, capital expansion, and student recruitment and support. 

The MechTech Institute’s project goals will be achieved by providing professional development to 
ABSS high school STEM instructors and counselors through: 

 One-day workshops during the school year and a week-long summer workshop, each 
providing participants with mechatronics materials and equipping them to integrate 
mechatronics-based lesson plans, project kits and hands-on activities into their STEM 
classes; 

 Exposure to the mechatronics workplace through industry tours, speakers, and makers-guild 
events; 

 An online resource community providing participants with ongoing support. 

The MechTech Institute seeks to adapt the industry-exposure component—such as guided 
workplace tours and demonstrations and face-to-face interactions with members of the current 
workforce—to specific businesses and student populations in order to maximize increased 
student awareness and interest in mechatronics education and career paths. 

6. The College’s Marketing Department is producing a 7-minute YouTube video promoting 
Mechatronics Engineering careers and the ACC program. A $1 million federal TechHire grant 
allows the College to utilize some of that funding for promotional purposes. 

The video includes interviews with local advanced manufacturing industries and Career 
Accelerator Program apprentices assigned to local industry. That promotional video will air on the 
College’s web site and be shared with ABSS, the Alamance Chamber of Commerce, the Career 
Accelerator Program and its participating industries.  

A 30-second television advertisement will be produced from that same video project.   
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7. About 30 rising 7th and 8th grade students from an Alamance-Burlington Schools middle school 
summer camp were treated to a hands-on lesson in Alamance Community College’s 
Biotechnology department on June 20. 

Funded by a National Science Foundation “Students Discover” grant, the camp emphasized citizen 
science – the idea that all citizens can be part of scientific discovery and research. 

ACC Biotechnology department head Michelle Sabaoun taught the students the basics of DNA and 
how it’s used in the identification of people by having the campers use their own cheek cell 
samples to extract DNA and simulate how it is analyzed. 

Bringing the middle school students to ACC is another example of how the College is introducing 
science and industrial career opportunities to youngsters before they enter high school. 

8. ACC hosted a Young Writers Camp June 19-23 as part of its participation as a site for the National 
Writing Project. That national program is meant to improve the teaching of the writing craft for 
educators and also provide community workshops and summer youth writing camps. 

Elementary and Middle School children spent their days on campus exploring mystery writing, 
song writing, science fiction and personal essays. 

The summer camp was led by ACC English instructor Courtney Doi – Co-Director of the Piedmont 
Voices Writing Project. Doi is also the College’s Writing Across the Curriculum Coordinator. 

9. More than 200 students attended ACC’s July 27 Orientation Day, meant to lay the foundation for 
a successful start to College. 

Enrollment staff estimated that about half the attendees were new prospects and registered for 
College on that day. 

A direct mail and email campaign to ABSS students were leveraged to attract students and their 
families to the event.  

10. Save the date: State of Alamance (Aug. 4); summer hours end (Aug. 11); fall semester begins (Aug. 
21); Alamance Community College Day (Aug. 25); Advanced Applied Technology Center Ribbon 
Cutting Celebration (tentatively Oct. 6); Commencement (May 18, 2018). 
 

11. In June, eight outside agencies utilized ACC campuses, including Toastmasters, Alamance 
Community Council, Women of Strength, and the Alamance-Caswell Builders Association. 

The College has hosted 60 outside groups so far this year. 

12. The College received media attention in June that included the following: 

 June 7 
WGHP-Fox8, WXII-News12, Spectrum Cable/News 14, and the Burlington Times-News 
covered Gov. Roy Cooper’s visit and tour at Alamance Community College.  

 June 15 
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The Alamance News reported that ACC trustee Eddie Boswell would like to remain a trustee 
for the College. 

The Alamance News reported that Bill Gomory and Dr. Roslyn Crisp were elected board of 
trustees chair and vice-chair respectively. 

The Alamance News reported that the College trustees extended the contract for President 
Dr. Algie Gatewood. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC was hosting a robot rodeo on June 23 to promote its 
Mechatronics Engineering program and TechHire financial assistance. 

 June 21 
The Burlington Times-News reported that Alamance Community College is introducing a 
Medical Bridge Summer Camp program for 40 minority male middle schoolers. The program is 
meant to interest minority males in STEM and medical careers.  

 June 22 
The Alamance News reported that Eddie Boswell – chair of the Alamance County Board of 
Commissioners – will replace long-standing trustee Dr. Richard Fisher, who retired from the 
board in June.  

 June 23 
WFMY-News2 reported that ACC and Burlington emergency response teams staged an active 
shooter drill at the Dillingham Center campus on June 23. 

 June 27 
The Raleigh News & Observer and The Durham Morning Herald included a mention of 
Alamance Community College in reporting that Dr. Johnson O. Akinleye was named new 
chancellor of N.C. Central University. ACC was mentioned for its recent Eagle ACCess 
partnership with NCCU. 

 June 29 
The Alamance News reported that Dr. Roslyn Crisp was reappointed as a College trustee by 
the ABSS board.  

 


