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 President’s Cabinet Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
January 2017 

 

1. Even after January’s snow and rain, the $16 million Advanced Applied Technology Center 
is on budget and on schedule. It is slated to open July/August 2017 – in time for fall 
semester. 

At mid-month in January, the construction project was 39 percent complete. This month 
saw completion of structural steel, a significant portion of cinder block laid, and 
completion of the metal roof. 

The $16 million state-of-the-art facility will house Welding Technology; Mechatronics 
Engineering Technology; Computer-Integrated Machining Technology; Automotive 
Technology; and Air Conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration Technology. 

2. The College is exploring options for expanding the $1 million Tech Hire federal grant – 
currently earmarked to support the Mechatronics Engineering Technology students – to 
also provide partial support for students in such advanced manufacturing areas as 
Industrial Systems Technology, Welding Technology and Computer-Integrated Machining 
Technology.  

The College is sharing a $4 million federal grant with three other North Carolina 
community colleges, some of whom are also exploring expansion options beyond the 
original request filed in 2016. Any expansion plans must be approved by the U.S. 
Department of Labor. 

3. The College and the Alamance Chamber of Commerce have begun collaborating on ACC 
possibly offering a program in industrial electronics. Three companies in Alamance 
County have approached the Chamber, expressing an interest in hiring more workers 
trained in that field. 

Conversations are preliminary but ongoing. If the College moves forward, it must discern 
whether to provide that job skills training through curriculum or workforce development.     

4. As per a proposal outlined in the Facilities Master Plan, the College is continuing to meet 
with key stakeholders in the community to establish a College presence beyond the 
Graham campus and the Dillingham Center.  

Preliminary discussions are focusing on a facility possibly in downtown Mebane or 
downtown Burlington or in the west Burlington area. These feasibility discussions are 
ongoing. 
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5. Wally Shearin, Dean of Industrial Technologies and an ACC employee since 1984, has 
retired. His last day was January 27.  

Ron Hall, formerly a Department Head for Criminal Justice, will assume those duties on an 
interim basis. A search is underway to fill that position. 

6. Human Resources in January launched a survey of faculty and staff to collect feedback 
regarding a merit performance review and pay process. 

The College’s Board of Trustees has asked that ACC leadership evaluate the feasibility of 
such a program. 

7. ACC’s Public Safety Department is planning to hold an “active shooter” drill in conjunction 
with Burlington police, fire and rescue agencies in June or July at the Dillingham Center. 

College leadership met January 19 to review ACC’s Emergency Operations Plan.   

8. ACC representatives participated in the January 25 “Belong in Burlington” event at 
Burlington City Hall. The after-hours event is aimed at introducing newcomers to 
Burlington’s various cultural, entertainment and educational resources. 

Burlington city officials are scheduling the networking event quarterly and ACC is 
participating as part of the College’s marketing efforts. 

The January 25 event was well-attended by newcomers and Burlington officials are 
already planning for the April 26 and July 26 events. 

9. A College committee has begun work on a promotional event to highlight ACC’s services 
and programs. August 25 has been designated Alamance Community College Day. Staff, 
faculty, students, alumni, retirees, trustees and Foundation directors will be asked to 
wear ACC-logoed apparel on that day. Additional activities will be planned for that day to 
promote the College across the county. 
 

10. Julie Scott Emmons has been appointed as a liaison between the Board of Trustees and 
the ACC Foundation Directors Board. Dr. G. Reid Dusenberry III serves as the other 
College liaison.   

The Foundation has added new directors. They are:  

 Jesse Long, retired Chief Information Officer of ARMC. He was the 2013 ACC 
Distinguished Alumni Award Recipient and is a member of the ACC Alumni Council.   

 David Moore, who owns David R. Moore, CLU and Associates  

 Tom Pastirik, Plant Director of GKN Alamance 

 Rick Smith, President and CEO of First Savings & Loan in Mebane 

 Faculty Liaison: Donna Pruitt, Dental Assisting Instructor 
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11. Justin Snyder, Department Head for Horticulture Technology, was recognized by the 
North Carolina Nursery and Landscape Association for his work on behalf of the industry. 

In January, Snyder was presented the Kim Powell Outstanding Contribution to the 
Horticulture Industry Award. Established in 2004, the Kim Powell Award recognizes an 
individual’s outstanding contribution to the Association and industry - specifically 
involvement in program development and execution. 
 

12. Save the dates. On April 1, ACC hosts the North Carolina Science Olympics. April 27 is the 
Alamance Community College Award’s Ceremony. May 25 is the College’s annual 
Celebration of Excellence. 
 

13. Two high-achieving Alamance Community College students are the College’s nominees 
for two separate state awards sponsored by the NC Community College System.  

The 2017 Academic Excellence Award recipient is Anh Nguyen, a mother of two children 
who emigrated from Vietnam in 2011. She studied English for three years before enrolling 
in ACC’s university transfer program. Anh had a GPA of 3.93 last semester. She has been 
accepted into High Point University’s pharmacy program for fall 2017. The Academic 
Excellence Award is sponsored by the NC Community College System (NCCCS).  

The 2017 Dallas Herring Achievement Award recipient is Marsha Dwyer, a mother of five 
who initially enrolled at ACC at age 36 to learn skills for personal landscaping. She 
excelled and earned her associate’s degree. After earning her B.S. from NC A&T State 
University this spring, Marsha plans to continue with a master’s degree program and 
work internationally with small farmers to assist in relieving the global food crisis. 

The Dallas Herring Achievement Award was established by the NCCCS and honors the late 
Dr. Dallas Herring, whose philosophy of “taking people where they are and carrying them 
as far as they can go” is the guiding principle of the community college system. 

14. In January, seven outside groups utilized facilities and hosted events at ACC’s Graham and 
Dillingham Center campuses. They included: Girl Scouts, National Literacy Partners, and 
the Alamance County Homeschool Association. 

Getting outside groups and organizations to visit ACC’s campuses is part of the 2014-16 
Strategic Plan aimed at increasing community engagement. 

15. Alamance Community College received media attention in January that included: 

 Jan. 21  
The Burlington Times News reported that Renee Fink, Holocaust survivor, presented 
before an audience of students, staff and faculty as part of the International Club’s 
observance of Holocaust Awareness Month. 
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 Jan. 26  
The Burlington Times News reported that Dr. Algie Gatewood was among panelists 
addressing the Alamance Citizens for Education at that group’s annual summit. Dr. 
Gatewood spoke about collaboration and partnership with ABSS and better preparing 
students for a 21st century workforce.  

The Alamance News reported that snow and winter storms have not delayed 
construction of the $16 million Advanced Applied Technology Center.  

The Alamance News reported that the College is hosting a month-long educational 
forum as part of Holocaust Awareness Month.  

 Jan. 27 
The Burlington Times-News featured an ACC student in Computer-Integrated 
Machining who, as part of a class project, fashioned an engagement ring for his 
fiancée. 

 Jan. 28 
WGHP Fox 8 featured an ACC student in Computer-Integrated Machining who, as part 
of a class project, fashioned an engagement ring for his fiancée. 


