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 President’s Cabinet Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
December 2016 

 

1. Construction of the $16 million Advanced Applied Technology (AATC) continues on 
budget and on target. 

Walls and steel beams began rising in early December and passersby could begin to see 
the rough framework of this state-of-the-art facility. In addition the first layer of asphalt 
for the parking lot was laid. 

The castellated steel beams undergirding ceilings were also being placed. They will be 
painted International Orange – the same color as that on the Golden Gate Bridge in San 
Francisco.  

The AATC – scheduled to open for fall semester 2017 – will house Welding Technology, 
Mechatronics Engineering, Computer-Integrated Machining, Automotive Technology, and 
Air Conditioning-Heating-Refrigeration.  

2. The College on Dec. 20 hosted a “Beam Signing” ceremony at the AATC construction site. 
Dozens of elected leaders, trustees and key stakeholders attended to sign a steel beam 
that will be set at the heart of the facility. 

The brief ceremony was meant to mark a milestone in the construction of the building 
and recognize the contributions of so many in the community and at the College. 

3. Approximately 140 dignitaries attended this year’s Public Officials Breakfast on Dec. 7. 
The keynote presentation focused on the College’s Facility Master Plan that aims to guide 
growth and construction projects over the next 10-20 years. 

Speakers, including Dr. Algie Gatewood, emphasized that the plan was not about bricks 
and mortar but instead was aimed at economic development, business recruitment and 
retention, and providing jobs in a 21st century workforce. 

Among those attending this year’s event was special guest Dr. James (Jimmie) Williamson, 
President of the N.C. Community College System. 

 
4. Carolina Biological Supply of Burlington was named Alamance Community College’s 2016 

Business Partner of the Year for its outstanding support to students and graduates. The 
announcement was made during the annual Public Officials’ Breakfast at the College on 
Dec. 7. 
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Carolina Biological Supply, founded in 1927 by Dr. Thomas E. Powell Jr., has grown to 

become a leading supplier of science teaching materials. Based in Burlington, NC, it serves 

customers worldwide, including teachers, professors, home-school educators, and 

professionals in health and science-related fields. 

Carolina Biological Supply serves on the Biotechnology Advisory Committee and on the 

ACC Foundation Board of Directors as the Resource Development Chair. In addition, 20 

percent of its new hires have been ACC alumni. The company has donated $130,000 to 

the ACC Foundation since 1987 and has been instrumental in supporting two 

endowments totaling more than $200,000. Finally, Carolina Biological Supply has pledged 

$25,000 in in-kind matching support for a submitted Golden LEAF grant to improve 

science education in Alamance County. 

5. Approximately 300 faculty, staff, alumni, retirees, trustees and special guests attended 
the Dec. 16 Holiday luncheon. The annual event provides a festive send-off of faculty 
members and serves to recognize the hard work and contributions of employees and 
alumni volunteers. The event included a music program, contest and floor prizes.  
 

6. The College on December 7 received official confirmation of the following:  

“The National Association of Landscape Professionals (“NALP”) is pleased that Alamance 
Community College will host NALP’s 42nd Annual National Collegiate Landscape 
Competition (formerly Student Career Days) in March 12 – 17, 
2018. 
 
This successful event will attract over 1,100 attendees – 850 students, 130 professors and 
200 landscape contractors and suppliers from throughout the country. This event has 
been a success for the past 20 years for NALP and the participating schools.  
 
Alamance Community College is excited to host an event that will put ACC in the national 
spotlight. The week-long event is also expected to be an economic boon to area 
hospitality businesses. 

 
7. The President’s Cabinet at its December 13 meeting reviewed and discussed a preliminary 

proposal for an Honors Program at the College. No final decisions have been made. 

A committee is working to flesh out a proposal that would provide honors courses for a 
small cohort of students who want more academic rigor and can flourish under that rigor. 

The committee believes an honors program would help to distinguish ACC in the region, 
providing additional incentive to enroll at the College. The committee also believes an 
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honors program would develop an esprit de corps among those students and provide a 
valuable retention tool. 

The committee has been asked to flesh out some aspects of the proposal and return to 
the President’s Cabinet for additional review and consideration.  Depending upon the 
outcome, the proposal may be moved forward to the Curriculum Committee.   

8. In December, Alamance Community College was named a 2017 Military Friendly® School 
for the college’s role in offering education resources for veterans and their families. 

Military Friendly® is a trademarked program that benchmarks and rates colleges and 

companies nationwide, helping veterans and military families make well-informed 

decisions about education and career opportunities. ACC was one of 1,273 Military 

Friendly® Schools recognized for their support of the military community. Criteria in the 

ratings included student veteran retention, graduation, job placement, loan repayment, 

persistence and loan default rates. 

ACC’s services provided to veterans includes referral support and disability 

accommodations as needed; food bank for veterans in need; annual Veteran’s 

Appreciation Breakfast on Veteran’s Day; emergency assistance funds to qualified 

veterans provided by the ACC Foundation 

The College also supports a Veterans Claims Clinic, a program partnered with the Winston 

Salem Veterans Administration outreach team that provides a brief, takes new claims, 

and answer questions concerning claims that have already been submitted.  

9. The United Way of Alamance County surprised Dianne Shipmon – a part-time instructor 
of Adult Basic Literacy Education (ABLE) students at the Dillingham Center – with a brand 
new 2016 Honda Civic EX in December. 

Shipmon was one of two people selected to win a car through the United Way’s Great 
Alamance Auto Give-Away.  This is the first time the group decided to select a second 
person to win a vehicle.  This is the second time in recent years that an ACC employee has 
won a car in the fundraising campaign. 

10. The ACC – UNCG Registered Nurse-to-Bachelor of Science in Nursing (RN-to-BSN) 
partnership produced its first Bachelor of Science in Nursing graduates. Twenty-two 
graduates of Alamance Community College’s Associate Degree Nursing program are 
earned their degrees from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro in December as 
the first class of the partnership between the two colleges.   
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The first class’s coursework at ACC (accompanied by some online instruction) began in 
January of 2015. Because of the face-to-face instructional component offered on the ACC 
campus, students who already lived in Alamance County saved time and travel expenses.  

UNC Greensboro’s Nursing Department instructors provided online classes and met with 
25 graduates of ACC’s Associate Degree Nursing program one day per week on the ACC 
campus. Students were charged UNCG distance learning rates and fees.  

After three semesters, that first batch of 22 students are graduating this month with their 
BSN degree from UNCG. Three other students are completing additional elective hours 
before they can graduate. 

The American Association of Colleges of Nurses reported that 77.4% of employers 
expressed a strong preference for BSN program graduates. BSN-educated nurses typically 
receive 2-3 times the clinical training as Associate Degree in Nursing graduates. 
Consequently, BSN nurses earn higher salaries because they are better equipped to 
deliver more complex, high-quality patient care services.  

Dr. Algie Gatewood noted that the BSN credential make nurses more competitive in 
today’s job market. 

11. The December 2016/January 2017 issue of the American Association of Community 
College’s Journal entitled Building America’s Workforce, features ACC’s Biotechnology 
Center of Excellence.  For the first time ever the College has received national attention 
from this prestigious publication. 

The article outlines progress in that area, plus a series of milestone achievements: 
construction of the $16 million AATC, winning a $1 million federal grant to support the 
Mechatronics program, partnering with public schools and local industry in a “learn and 
earn” apprentice program, doubling the number of Career & College Promise students, 
and leading the state in enrollment growth in 2015-16. 

It continues to report that “the economic impact of North Carolina’s bioscience industry is 
estimated at $73 billion – a 60 percent increase from 2008. The impact is estimated to top 
$100 billion in North Carolina by 2025. By the end of 2016, the global biotechnology is 
projected to top $453 billion.”  

12. The College is closed Dec. 23 through Jan. 2 for the holidays. It re-opens Tuesday, Jan. 3. 
The College is closed Monday, Jan. 16 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
 

13. In December, 6 outside groups utilized facilities and hosted events at ACC’s Graham and 
Dillingham Center campuses. They included: Girl Scouts, N.C. Department of Public 
Safety, Pathways, the N.C. Community College System office, and the Juvenile Justice 
Department. 
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In 2016, 136 groups leveraged campus facilities – a record number of outside groups 
visiting Alamance Community College. .  

Getting outside groups and organizations to visit ACC campuses is part of the 2014-16 
Strategic Plan aimed at increasing community engagement. 

14. Alamance Community College received media attention in December that included: 

 Dec. 1 
The Alamance News reported that college trustees approved spending $94,000 on a 
basketball court, partially funded through a $50,000 Impact Alamance grant. 

The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC is part of a new community initiative – 
Alamance Achieves - to help ensure that area children have a clear path to successful 
careers. The community-wide effort is meant to provide all children have access to 
resources and opportunities they need to be successful in school and, ultimately, in 
jobs. 

The Triad Business Journal reported that ACC is part of a new community initiative – 
Alamance Achieves - to help ensure that area children have a clear path to successful 
careers. The community-wide effort is meant to provide all children have access to 
resources and opportunities they need to be successful in school and, ultimately, in 
jobs. 

 Dec. 2 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC instructor Diane Shipmon won a new 
car as part of this year’s United Way fund drive. 

 Dec. 7 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that 22 graduates of Alamance Community College’s 
Associate Degree Nursing program are earning their Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
degrees from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro in December. This is the 
first class of a partnership between the two colleges known as RN-to-BSN (Registered 
Nurse-to-Bachelor of Science in Nursing).  

 Dec. 8 
The Alamance News reported that Carolina Biological was named ACC Business 
Partner of the Year – an announcement that came at the annual Public Officials 
breakfast. 

The Burlington Times-News reported a list of accomplishments and milestones 
presented by Dr. Algie Gatewood at the annual Public Officials breakfast. 
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 Dec. 13 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC and the city of Mebane have had 
informal discussions about a College presence in Mebane. That idea is included in the 
College’s Master Facility Plan approved by trustees in 2012.  

 Dec. 21 
The Burlington Times-News reported ACC’s “beam signing” ceremony, noting that 
construction of the $15 million Advanced Applied Technology Center represented a 
significant economic development opportunity. 

 

 


