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 President’s Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
August 2017 

 

1. The Advanced Applied Technology Center opened in August on schedule, and in time to 
welcome fall semester students to campus. 

Two heavy-equipment moving firms were engaged to expedite a complex logistical move 
of Welding, Automotive, Machining, Heating/Air Conditioning/Refrigeration and 
Mechatronics.  

In the days leading up to the $16 million facility opening on Aug. 21, construction crews 
continued working minor punch-list items that included furniture, security cameras, and 
AV equipment. 

For a time-lapse video of construction start-to-finish, click here 
https://www.alamancecc.edu/acc-stories/ 

An ad-hoc planning committee is organizing a ribbon-cutting/open house celebration on 
Oct. 6 – in conjunction with National Manufacturing Day. That event, beginning 11 a.m., 
will include tours, food, and music. The public will be invited along with key dignitaries. 

2. Alamance Community College finalized the Spartan Passage co-admission agreement with 
UNC-Greensboro at an Aug. 2 signing ceremony in Greensboro. 

The co-admission program is meant to facilitate degree completion and bolster student 
success by improving access to undergraduate and graduate educational resources, 
university facilities and support systems. It makes earning a degree more affordable and 
can shorten the timeframe for graduation. 

The program streamlines transition through one application and includes a waived 
application fee for UNCG; immediate access to campus facilities, events, activities, and 
services, including the UNCG University Library       (in-house and online); the new 
Leonard J. Kaplan Center for Health and Wellness; and academic advising, financial aid, 
among other benefits.   

In addition, the Spartan Passage partnership offers an Accelerated Master’s Program in 
six different disciplines. 

Dr. Algie Gatewood and UNC-G Chancellor Franklin D. Gilliam Jr. termed the partnership a 
win-win for both institutions. 

https://www.alamancecc.edu/acc-stories/
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The partnership guarantees ACC student admission to UNC-G provided they earn an 
associate’s degree and maintain a 2.00 GPA. 

This most recent partnership follows a series of articulation and scholarship agreements 
with Guilford College, Elon University, N.C. A & T State University, and N.C. Central 
University. 

3. In August, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
approved ACC’s request to offer a two-year Histotechnology degree. That offering is part 
of the Biotechnology Center of Excellence program and is in response to requests by local 
industry to provide a skilled workforce in that area. 

Histotechnicians prepare tissue specimens for microscopic examination to identify tissue 
and cell structures. They are considered on the front lines of health care diagnostics, 
helping to identify abnormalities and formulate treatment strategies. 

The Burlington area is the #1 small Metropolitan Statistical Area in testing, medical lab 
and research jobs. Bioscience is projected to be a $100 billion industry by 2025 in North 
Carolina. 

4. ACC hosted for the fourth consecutive year The State of Alamance, an annual Triad 
Business Journal event that brings business and community leaders together to discuss 
economic development issues. 

This year’s topic focused on Economic Development and Education. Dr. Algie Gatewood 
noted ACC’s role in training a skilled workforce for the advanced manufacturing industry 
in Alamance County. He added that the College plays a key role in business recruitment 
and retention. 

5. Alamance Community College’s inaugural Show Your Pride ACC Day on Aug. 25 was a 
promotional success, leveraging social media, electronic billboards, yard and street signs, 
buttons and ACC apparel to showcase the College’s ubiquitous connections across the 
community. 

Planning for the special day began in the spring. The campaign focused on soliciting 
elected leaders, business leaders, non-profit leaders, alumni, students, faculty and staff to 
appear on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram holding a placard declaring pride in ACC. 

That social media campaign quickly spread news of ACC’s celebrating that day on Aug. 25. 
Alumni and friends of the College as far away as Chile, Mexico, Switzerland and Italy 
appeared over social media channels. 

College employees and graduates were encouraged to place signs in the neighborhoods 
and businesses. 
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The day was capped with ACC Night at the Burlington Royals Stadium. College 
administrators and students participated in various activities at the game, including 
singing the National Anthem, throwing out the first pitch and on-field competitions 
between innings. 

6. Friday Aug. 25 was also a busy day for ACC because College volunteers were participating 
in two other off-site events to promote the College. 

Staff and faculty networked with ABSS teachers at the Alamance Chamber of Commerce’s 
Educator Expo at the Mebane Arts Center. The College distributed curriculum and 
continuing education information, as well as an early invite to a special WW I exhibit the 
College will showcase in March 2018. 

Staff and faculty also set up a booth and displays at Fourth Friday at The Depot in 
downtown Burlington. Volunteers spoke to about 150 curious passersby. 

7. The first day of fall semester classes had more than its usual excitement as students, staff 
and faculty got to view a rare event: a full solar eclipse. 

The Student Government Association purchased and distributed special solar glasses and 
began taking students outside in small groups beginning about 1:30 and concluding about 
3:30. 

In the student lounge area, the SGA streamed the eclipse live from NASA. 

8. ACC hosted the second Career Accelerator Program signing ceremony on Aug. 24. 

A second cohort of five juniors and seniors became apprentices for four of the seven 
participating businesses: GKN, Glen Raven Inc., Fairystone Fabrics, Sandvik, Technical 
Precision Plastics, Jabil, and Engineered Controls International. 

CAP participants attend ACC free-of-charge to earn associate’s degrees in mechatronics in 
the new Advanced Applied Technology Center. They are paid to attend classes and paid to 
work, and they have a guaranteed job with their host companies after earning their 
degrees. 

The students — including the first female in the program, Victoria Rose — took part in a 
rigorous application process. They will begin their four-year apprenticeships in 
September. 

9. Save the date 

Return to the Classroom (Sept. 13); Advanced Applied Technology Center Ribbon Cutting 
Celebration (Oct. 6); Commencement (May 18, 2018). 
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10. In August, ten outside agencies or groups utilized ACC campuses, including Toastmasters, 
Girl Scouts, Renew Maple Avenue, and the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission. 

The College has hosted 75 outside groups so far this year. 

Facilitating community groups to leverage college facilities has been part of a 3-year 
marketing campaign to tell ACC’s story. 

11. In August, the College received media attention that included: 

 Aug. 1 
The Triad Business Journal reported that it was facilitating an “Education and 
Economic Development” forum at the Aug. 4 State of Alamance event on the campus 
of ACC.  

 Aug. 2 
WXII-12, Spectrum-14, and WGHP-Fox8 reported on ACC’s co-admissions partnership 
with UNC-Greensboro, which enhances student access and student success. 

 Aug. 3 
The Greensboro News & Record and the Burlington Times reported on ACC’s co-
admissions partnership with UNC-Greensboro, which enhances student access and 
student success. 

 Aug. 4 
The Triad Business Journal reported on ACC’s co-admissions partnership with UNC-
Greensboro, which enhances student access and student success. 

The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC has engaged an Elon University 
marketing class to survey Alamance County voters about the likelihood of their 
support for a $40 million bond referendum in 2018.   

 Aug. 5 
The Burlington Times-News reported on ACC hosting the annual State of Alamance 
event focused on education and economic development. The event provided ACC a 
venue to promote the Advanced Applied Technology Center, the Biotechnology 
Center of Excellence and the College’s intent to seek a bond referendum in 2018. 

 Aug. 7 
WUNC-NPR reported on ACC’s co-admissions partnership with UNC-Greensboro, 
which enhances student access and student success. 

 Aug. 10 
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The Higher Education Works Foundation website reported on ACC’s co-admissions 
partnership with UNC-Greensboro, which enhances student access and student 
success. 

The Alamance News reported on ACC’s proposal to locate a satellite campus in 
Mebane. 

 Aug. 12 
The Burlington Times-News editorial page gave ACC a thumbs up for ACC’s proposal 
to locate a satellite campus in Mebane.  

 Aug. 14 
WGHP-Fox8 reported on ACC’s proposal to locate a satellite campus in Mebane.  

 Aug. 19 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC is celebrating Alamance Community 
College Day on Aug. 25.  

 Aug. 24 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC hosted a second signing ceremony for 
the Career Accelerator Program, noting that five new ABSS students have been 
assigned apprenticeships at local businesses. 

 Aug. 29 
The Burlington Times-News reported that the pilot year for Graham High School’s Pre-
Collegiate Academy — a partnership with Alamance Community College – has begun. 
The partnership will allow more ABSS high schoolers to take college courses in career 
subjects like mechatronics their junior and senior years. It’s designed to fast-track 
students to their collegiate experience so they’ll do the majority of their high school 
courses their ninth- and 10th-grade year, and then they’ll matriculate to Alamance 
Community College. 

 


