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1. The College received official word in April from the Golden LEAF Foundation that it had approved 
a $1.5 million grant allowing ACC and ABSS to boost science-technology-engineering-math (STEM) 
educational activities at Graham High School. The total project, including $500,000 in local 
matching dollars, is $2,000,000. 

The College and the public school system plan to leverage that Community Grants Making 
Initiative to refurbish four science labs at that high school. By providing state-of-the-art 
equipment and space, ACC and ABSS plan to expand and enhance STEM studies at the school, 
with ACC providing the college-level instruction. Courses to be taught include biotechnology, 
chemistry, general biology and microbiology. 

The significance is two-fold: The College hopes to partially address a critical skills gap in the STEM 
sector and do so with adequate resources. Further, ACC hopes a biotechnology certificate 
program offered at the high school will provide a pipeline of students wanting to advance their 
academic journey in ACC’s Biotechnology program. 

2. Construction of the $16 million Advanced Applied Technology Center is on schedule to open in 
time for the fall semester. Project managers report that this state-of-the-art facility – which will 
house our Automotive, Welding, Computer-Integrated Machining, Mechatronics and Heating-Air 
programs – was 65 percent complete through mid-April. 

Exterior brick installation has been completed on all elevations. Work was also completed 
installing the roofing system. Work crews have begun placing curb and gutter. 

3. Dr. Gatewood and Cindy Collie presented the College’s budget request at the April 17 meeting of 
the Board of County Commissioners. ACC’s $5.2 million request is nearly $1.7 million more than 
the current $3.5 million funding level. Dr. Gatewood explained that additional funding was largely 
driven by a $1.3 million need to replace a 45-year-old HVAC system that could expire at any time. 

At that meeting, two commissioners recognized the economic development role the College plays 
and that the increased request was linked to a one-time capital improvement. 

The commissioners are taking the request under advisement. No decision was made at the April 
17 meeting. 

4. Kim Johnson, Alamance Community College’s nominee for the Governor Robert W. Scott Student 
Leadership Award, was awarded the state title over 57 other contenders from all North Carolina 
community colleges. 
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This is the first time an ACC student has won the state’s top honor for this award. 

The award was created by the North Carolina Association of Community College Presidents as a 
way to highlight outstanding curriculum student leadership and service. 

Johnson, a resident of Prospect Hill, NC, was the winner in the inaugural Clapp Entrepreneurial 
Opportunity (CEO) Initiative competition last year that provides an ACC student or alumnus with 
$10,000 to launch a business venture. She won that award for her presentation on a Ninja-style 
exercise gym. 

With a bachelor’s degree and 15 years of experience in martial arts, Johnson enrolled at ACC in 
2015 and anticipates earning her Associate in Applied Science degree in Business Administration 
this summer.  

Johnson is a member of ACC’s Phi Theta Kappa Honors Society, Rotaract Club, is treasurer of the 
Martial Arts Society, and is a student representative in the Student Government Association. She 
has been inducted into the National Society of Leadership and Success and was an award winner 
in the ACC student writing competition. 

5. Alamance Community College and the University of North Carolina at Greensboro in April began 
finalizing details of a Co-Admission Program – possibly called Spartan Passage - that would be 
similar to ACC’s C-Step program. The program would guarantee admission for ACC students 
wanting to attend UNC-G. ACC has had an ongoing program with UNC-Chapel Hill that guarantees 
admission there to qualified students.   

The goals for both partners include improved student access to undergraduate education, 
expanded educational choices, a more seamless transition, and improved graduation rates. 

Benefits for ACC students would include waived application fee, scholarship opportunities, 
coordinated financial aid, and coordinated academic services. 

ACC and UNC-G hope to reach an agreement by May and plan a special signing ceremony marking 
the event. 

6. The largest crowd of elementary school students competed April 1 at the N.C. Science Olympiad, 
hosted regionally by Alamance Community College. 

It was the third consecutive year ACC has hosted a major event that encourages young students 
to explore STEM careers and get more deeply involved in science, technology, engineering and 
math classes. 

More than 400 students – most accompanied by extended family - competed in various activities. 
The College uses the event to introduce visitors to ACC programs and services.  

The Biotechnology Club and the Math & Physics Club kept parents and siblings engaged in 
educational activities while the children competed. 
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7. The ACC campus was the site of an emergency response “table top” exercise on April 21 that 
drew representatives from Burlington Police, Burlington Fire, County Emergency Management 
and Burlington EMS. 

ACC administrators comprised the largest group of participants because the simulated exercise 
practiced is a warm-up for a full-blown Active Shooter Drill on June 23 at the Dillingham Center.   

The April exercise - and drills in June and July - are meant to better prepare the College and 
emergency responders in the event of a shooting on campus.  This activity is part of the College’s 
effort to enhance its Emergency Operation Plan. 

The April 21 exercise focused on timely communication and collaboration among all parties. 

8. Alamance Community College in April announced its 2016-17 recipients for Faculty Member, 
Adjunct Instructor, Staff Member and Continuing Education Instructor of the Year. 

This year’s recipient of the W. Ronald McCarter Excellence in Teaching Award is Rhonda Pierce, 
Department Head of Nurse Aide. She has worked at ACC since 2001 as Department Head of Nurse 
Aide (previously Nursing Assistant). She has utilized the ACC campus as a site for state nurse aide 
testing and she played a key role in helping to structure a formal support group for the Piedmont 
Region of Nurse Aide Program Coordinators. Pierce also oversaw the development of a hybrid 
nurse aide program to meet the unique needs of students.  

This year’s Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year is Don Utberg-Hood, PLC/Electronics Instructor. 
An adjunct instructor since his 2005 retirement from ACC, Utberg-Hood began his tenure with the 
college in the 1990s as an instructor in the Electronics Technology program. 

The Staff Member of the Year is Beth Brehler, Director of Enrollment Management. A previous 
recipient of this award in 2013, Brehler has served in her present position since 2006. She 
supervises the daily operation for admissions and records departments, including student 
recruitment, and works with students daily.  

The Workforce Development Instructor of the Year is Tom Davis, Woodworking Instructor. A 
graduate of ACC’s Residential Carpentry and Cabinetmaking program, Davis subsequently opened 
a small woodworking business specializing in custom furniture and cabinets.  

9. Alamance Community College in April received a $15,000 donation from Phillips 
Corporation/Jeffreys Division of Colfax, NC toward machining-based programs that include 
engineering and mechatronics. The ACC Foundation will administer the funds. 

The donation was presented to ACC President, Dr. Algie Gatewood by Ed Blackburn, Haas 
Specialist with Phillips Corporation. On hand for the presentation were students representing 
Graham, Cummings, Williams and Eastern Alamance High Schools who are enrolled in ACC’s 
Career and College Promise program and are on track to earn credentials in Computer-Aided 
Machining later this year. 
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10. ACC celebrated the opening of the new B-Building stairwell at a ribbon-cutting ceremony April 10. 
A large number of faculty, students and trustees were on hand for the brief celebration. 

The B Building stairwell has long been in need of replacement. The $275,000 capital project was 
completed in mid-February. 

11. Alamance Community College, in its first-ever appearance at the 52nd Annual SkillsUSA North 
Carolina Conference competition, came home with two first-place awards in Cosmetology and 
Carpentry, while Dental Assisting students received a second-place honor. The conference was 
held at the Greensboro Coliseum the last week of April. 

ACC’s results are most impressive because students were competing against 890 other 
community college students from across North Carolina. High school students’ attendance was 
even higher.  

SkillsUSA is a national and statewide organization that provides educational programs, events and 
competitions that support career and technical education (CTE) in the nation’s classrooms. The 
organization emphasizes its partnership of students, teachers and industry working together to 
ensure America has a skilled workforce. 

In addition to Cosmetology’s first place victory, those students also took third, fourth, and fifth 
place honors in its competition showcase. Eight Career and College Promise (CCP) high school 
students enrolled in Cosmetology also competed. 

ACC’s first-time participation in this huge event evolved following a united effort on the parts of 
Cosmetology and Dental Assisting department heads who served as judges at last year’s event. 

12. In April, 14 outside agencies utilized the ACC campuses, including the Alamance County Wellness 
Summit, Toastmasters, Impact Alamance, Girl Scouts, Williams High School, Home School 
Association, Alamance Partnership for Children, Girls with Pearls, and the N.C. Science Olympiad. 

The College has hosted 41 outside groups so far this year. 

13. Save the dates. May 2 was an articulation agreement signing ceremony with N.C. Central 
University. May 5 was a ribbon-cutting and dedication of the new multi-sport court. May 19 is 
Commencement. May 25 is the College’s annual Celebration of Excellence. May 26 is the start of 
summer hours. June 23 is Emergency Plan Drill at the Dillingham Center in conjunction with 
Burlington public safety officials. August 25 is Alamance Community College Day. 

14. The College received media attention in April that included the following: 

 April 4 

The Raleigh News & Observer included a mention of Alamance Community College’s inmate 
education program in partnership with the Alamance Sheriff’s Department. The report was 
part of a story about Wake Technical Community College launching a similar program. 
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 April 5 

The Mebane Enterprise reported ACC’s 2016-17 recipients for Faculty Member, Adjunct 
Instructor, and Staff Member of the Year.  

 April 6 

The Alamance News reported that Rhonda Pierce, Department Head of Nurse Aide, is the 
College’s W. Ronald McCarter Excellence in Teaching Award recipient. 

The Alamance News reported that the College’s Building and Grounds trustees committee will 
recommend to the full board a $39.6 million bond referendum to fund capital projects and 
campus expansion activity over the next 10 years. 

 April 11 

The Burlington-Times News reported that ACC held a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate 
completion of the B-wing stairwell. It also reported trustee discussions around a bond 
referendum and recognizing Biotechnology Department Head Bill Woodruff as Professor 
Emeritus.  

 April 12 

The Burlington-Times News featured ACC’s Culinary Arts program, which provided a live 
cooking demonstration tied to the annual Herb Festival. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC again hosted the N.C. Science Olympiad.  

 April 13 

The Alamance News reported that ACC trustees voted to seek a $39.6 million bond 
referendum to finance projects outlined in the College’s Master Facilities Plan. 

The Alamance News reported that Dr. Dick Fisher will step down after serving on the College’s 
Board of Trustees since 1997.  

The Triad Business Journal website reported on the arrival of Yonnie Butler, Executive 
Director of the Biotechnology Center of Excellence, and his vision for that center. 

 April 14 

The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC is among several large organizations coming 
before the Alamance County Board of Commissioners on April 17 to present a budget request.  

 April 20 

The Alamance News reported that Beth Brehler – for the second time in recent years – was 
named ACC’s Staff Member of the Year. 
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 April 23  
 

The Triad Business Journal print publication featured Yonnie Butler, Executive Director of the 
Biotechnology Center of Excellence, and his vision for that center. 

 

 April 27 

The Alamance News reported that ABSS and ACC received a $1.5 million Golden Leaf Grant to 
enhance STEM studies at Graham High School. 

The Alamance News published a feature about Tom Davis, a woodworking instructor for ACC. 

The Alamance News reported that Don Utberg-Hood – a Mechatronics instructor at ACC – was 
named Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


