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 President’s Cabinet Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
September 2016 

 
1. The Alamance County Commissioners on September 19 awarded the College the 

$1,067,761 premium on the $15 million bond that is funding the Advanced Applied 
Technology Center. 

ACC is the beneficiary of a competitive bond market and as a result, it can use that 
additional funding for construction and equipment for the AATC.  

Site preparation continued in September, including construction of the retaining wall. The 
project is on target to be completed by fall 2017. 

When completed, the state-of-the-art facility will house five high-tech industrial 
programs: Automotive Systems Technology, Mechatronics Engineering, Computer-
Integrated Machining, Welding, and Air Conditioning-Heating-Refrigeration.  

2. The College on September 16 hosted the most successful Constitution Day ever – 
including a record-number of middle school and high school students from across 
Alamance County. 

School groups and the public came to view signer copies of the U.S. Constitution and the 
19th and 26th Amendments.  It was the first time the State Archives of North Carolina has 
allowed the documents to travel outside Raleigh. 

Approximately 2,000 visitors came to see and learn more about the 1789 hand-copied 
original of the United States Constitution used during North Carolina’s Ratification 
Convention and General Assembly.  

To drive interest in the day’s exhibit, ACC’s Scott Collection sponsored a Constitutional 
Poster Board contest for middle and high school students, with more than $1,200 in prize 
money being awarded. The contest drew 250 entries and the awards ceremony drew a 
standing-room crowd of happy winners and their families to the Patterson Auditorium. 

College clubs hosted a voter registration drive during the event and registered more new 
voters in four hours than they usually do over a two-week registration cycle. 

3. Alamance County Manager Craig Honeycutt in September endorsed a joint proposal from 
the College and the Alamance-Burlington School System to seek a $1.5 million Golden 
Leaf grant to boost science-technology-engineering-math (STEM) educational activities at 
Graham High School.   
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The College and the public school system hope to leverage a Community Grants Making 
Initiative to refurbish four science labs at the Golden Leaf high school. By providing state-
of-the-art equipment and space, ACC and ABSS plan to expand and enhance STEM studies 
at the school, ideally providing a pipeline of students to the College’s Biotechnology 
Center of Excellence. 

The County Manager will forward the proposal to the Golden Leaf Foundation.  

4. Alamance Community College in September was awarded a $58,500 grant by the State 
Board of Community Colleges to help English as a Second Language (ESL) students 
transition more successfully to college level programs. 

The grant will enable ACC’s Integrated English Literacy/Civics Education Program to 
implement several key components: an ESL bridge course to prepare students to write 
successfully in several different career content areas; enrolling ESL students in a Microsoft 
Digital Literacy Certification course; hiring part-time Transition Advisors to speak with ESL 
classes and counsel students individually to help them create career plans. 

The grant will allow the College to enhance capacity to tailor classes and support more 
ESL students with furthering their career and educational goals. 

ACC served more than 600 students enrolled in the English as a Second Language 
program last year. 

5. The College reached out to displaced ITT Technical Institute students, whose studies 
abruptly ended when the for-profit abruptly closed its doors across the nation after the 
U.S. Department of Education blocked new enrollees using federal funds. 

About 55 ITT students attended a September 19 information session at ACC to learn more 
about what may be required of them if they choose to continue their studies at the 
College. Representatives from Student Success were on hand to talk those students 
through ACC’s application process and to explain how individual counseling sessions 
would address situations on a case-by-case basis. 

Within hours of ITT closing its doors at its High Point and Durham campuses earlier this 
month, ACC marketed to those students via the Internet and traditional media. A half 
dozen ITT students visited ACC the next day and as a result the September 19 information 
session was planned for a larger crowd. 

The academic status – a possible completion plan – for each student remains unclear. ACC 
counselors are continuing to meet with those students. 
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6. This month, math faculty are reviewing evaluations and feedback from this summer’s 
Teacher Institute for ABSS Teachers and are already planning an enhanced professional 
development program for next summer. 

Nine ABSS math teachers recently attended the Teacher Institute facilitated by ACC. The 
program is part of the College’s ongoing outreach to the public school system. More 
importantly, it helps provide high school math teachers a richer context for mathematical 
applications – key to engaging students in a subject many find challenging. 

The high school teachers worked with faculty in Mechatronics, Medical Assisting and 
Criminal Justice and then took tours of Cone Health, Sandvik and Burlington Fire Training 
Academy. 

Medical Assisting demonstrated pediatric height-weight calculations. Criminal Justice 
demonstrated projectile distance calculations and blood-alcohol absorption levels. 
Mechatronics demonstrated complex number systems linked to current and voltage. 

As a result of the experience, participating high school teachers reported they had 
learned how to make math subject matter more relevant and more interesting to 
students. They asked ACC to consider adding Culinary Arts to next summer’s Institute. 

7. Public transit ridership in Alamance County increased substantially in August for both 
Piedmont Authority Regional Transportation’s Route 4 system and for Burlington Link 
Transit’s Orange Route serving ACC campuses. 

P.A.R.T. has been in the market much longer than Link Transit and in September it 
provided year-over-year comparisons of ridership on the route serving Alamance County.  
In August 2015, Route 4 ridership totaled 938. That same route in August 2016 totaled 
2,972 – more than triple the year before. 

Link Transit reported August comparisons with June and July. The Orange Route showed 
697 riders in June and 1,091 riders in July. In August, Orange Route ridership was 1,805.  

Both P.A.R.T. and Link Transit officials noted an apparent impact from ACC fall semester 
classes beginning in August.  

8. The ACC Foundation hosted its annual “Return to the Classroom” event on September 15, 
introducing major donors to several of the College’s academic and continuing education 
programs. 

Each year, the event is meant to provide donors with a taste of the student experience on 
campus. About 75 donors attended. 

The keynote speaker was N.C. Secretary of Commerce John Skvarla, who provided the 
audience with a brief update on North Carolina’s economy. 
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9. Trustees approved pay raises for all benefited full-time employees, amounting to a 1.5 
percent recurring increase and a $1,100 non-recurring bonus. 

The General Assembly earlier this year approved pay increases for state employees and 
gave North Carolina’s community college system wide discretion in how to distribute that 
funding.  

The 1.5 percent salary increase is retroactive to July. The bonus will be included in 
December pay checks. 

10. Save the dates 

The Scott Family Collection opens a new exhibit “Elections from the Collections” on Oct. 
6. This features high-profile campaigns involving Kerr Scott, Ralph Scott and Bob Scott – 
who also served as President of the N.C. Community College System for more than a 
decade.  

The 5k Reinhartsen Run is Nov. 7, in honor of a beloved colleague in Student Services.    

The annual Public Officials and Business & Industry Leaders Breakfast is Dec. 7, starting at 
7 a.m. in the banquet dining room across from Culinary Arts. 

11. In September, 18 outside groups visited or utilized ACC’s Graham and Dillingham Center 
campuses, including Alamance Cares, UNC School of Social Work, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts 
and various middle and high schools. 

So far this year, 110 groups have leveraged College facilities. 

Getting outside groups and organizations to visit ACC’s facilities is part of the 2014-16 
Strategic Plan encouraging community engagement. 

12. Among the groups ACC hosted were the Winston-Salem Veterans Administration Office, 
Alamance County Veterans Service Office, Alamance County Register of Deeds, Hospice 
and Palliative Care Center of Alamance County. ACC’s Veterans Coordinator and 
Enrollment Management Director represented ACC and coordinated the event. Because 
of the College’s central location, the VA outreach team on September 22 held a Claims 
Clinic for veterans in the Triad-Piedmont area. 

 
About two dozen veterans attended and met individually with VA counselors to sort out 
previous or current claims. Dr. Algie Gatewood greeted those guests and thanked them 
for their service.  
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13. Media coverage in September included the following: 

  

 September 3 

WXLV-ABC45 featured ACC’s Culinary program, focusing on its recent success at the 
National Hot Foods Competition in Arizona. 

 September 4 

WMYV-MY 48 featured ACC’s Culinary program, focusing on its recent success at the 
National Hot Foods Competition in Arizona. 

 September 7 

WFMY-News2 reported Alamance Community College is preparing to help displaced 
ITT Tech students. Alamance Community College (ACC) is encouraging displaced 
students to reach out to them for help.  

 September 8 

The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC is making efforts to help displaced ITT 
Tech students. The College met with nursing students and plans a September 19 
information session.  

 September 10 

The Burlington Times-News reported that trustees will consider a proposed raise for 
ACC staff and faculty. 

 September 11 

The Burlington Times-News reported that the Link Transit ACC Orange route hit a 
record-high ridership for the month of August. 

 September 12 

The Burlington Times-News reminded readers that the Alamance United Way was 
supporting the Link Transit Orange route to ACC’s campuses through a $100,000 
donation.  

 September 14 

WGHP-Fox8 featured ACC in a segment about the popularity of Burlington’s Link 
Transit bus system. 

 September 15 

The Alamance News reported that ACC trustees approved a $31.1 million budget for 
the College and approved a raise and bonus for benefited College employees. 

 September 15 

The Alamance News reported that increased ridership aboard Burlington’s Link Transit 
bus system is largely due to a significant jump in ridership to Alamance Community 
College’s two campuses. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC is hosting the exhibition of the North Carolina 
Constitution on September 16, leveraging that event to provide educational outreach 
to hundreds of public and private middle school students. 
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The Alamance News reported that ACC is hosting the Winston-Salem VA Regional 
Office to assist veterans with benefits claims. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC is reaching out to displaced ITT students, 
inviting them to an information seminar that might provide assistance with transfer 
credits.    

 September 20 

The Burlington Times-News reported on ACC’s hosting an exhibit of the Constitution 
and facilitating a poster-board contest tied to North Carolina’s ratification of the 
Constitution. 

 September 21 

The Mebane Enterprise reported on ACC’s hosting an exhibit of the Constitution and 
facilitating a poster-board contest tied to North Carolina’s ratification of the 
Constitution. 

 September 22 

The Alamance News reported that Alamance Community College has been awarded a 
$58,500 grant by the State Board of Community Colleges to help English as a Second 
Language (ESL) students transition more successfully to college level programs. 

The Burlington Times-News reported that Alamance Community College has been 
awarded a $58,500 grant by the State Board of Community Colleges to help English as 
a Second Language (ESL) students transition more successfully to college level 
programs. 

 September 30  

Burlington Magazine featured ACC’s recent accomplishments, including the 
Biotechnology Center of Excellence and introduction of the Mechatronics Engineering 
program. 

 


