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PRESIDENT’S CABINET UPDATE TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

July 2016 

 

1. Site preparation work for the Advanced Applied Technology Center began in 

July with construction crews beginning initial steps for the center’s retaining 

wall.  Silt fencing and erosion control safeguards were put in place and some 

trees were cut back. 

The $15 million Advanced Applied Technology center will host four legacy 

industrial programs – Automotive, Welding, Air Conditioning, Heating & 

Refrigeration, and Computer-Integrated Machining. In addition, it will house 

the new Mechatronics Engineering Technology program. 

Builders have told the College that the project is on budget and on time with 

plans to open the center in time for fall 2017 semester. 

Transitioning five programs into the center will set the stage for a number of 

renovation, re-purposing and reconstruction projects elsewhere on campus. 

 

2. Alamance Community College’s Culinary Hot Foods Team brought home a 

silver medal from this year’s American Culinary Federation Student Team 

National Competition in Phoenix, AZ. 

This was the first time in the College’s history that its culinary student team 

had ever qualified for a trip to this national culinary competition. Earlier this 

year, ACC won the state championship in Charlotte and then won the 

southeastern regional championship in Atlanta, Ga. 

ACC’s student team that competed in Phoenix was comprised of Justin 

Brown, Adriana Carreon, Jonathan Gonzalez, Trever Slosek, and Jeff Apple 

(alternate). Evangeline Cruz, a team member up until Phoenix, had to 

withdraw due to a family emergency. 

The national competition pitted ACC’s team in a timed competition against 

the other finalists. Each team member was tasked with overseeing and 

preparing a specific dish: appetizer, salad, entrée, and dessert. Teams were 

judged on an array of skills, including preparation, organization, and time.  
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In Phoenix from July 15-18, ACC faced stiff competition from the other 

regional finalists representing Northeast, Central and Western regions: 

Oregon Coast Culinary Institute (Coos Bay, Oregon), Johnson County 

Community College (Overland Park, Kansas) Monroe College (New 

Rochelle, NY), and a military entrant based in Hawaii. Oregon Coast was 

awarded national champion. 

Culinary faculty expressed pride in the College’s performance and deep 

appreciation to staff, faculty and trustees who provided financial support to 

compete. 

 

3. The N.C Community College State Board notified ACC in July that it can 

move forward with plans to offer an associate degree program in Engineering 

Technology – this in response to industry needs and workforce development 

initiatives. 

The next step in the process is for the Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to review the proposal in its 

approval process. The College plans to launch the new program in 2017. 

 

4. Alamance Community College’s Biotechnology Department welcomed 12 

science educators from community colleges across the United States to its 

Graham campus July 19-21 for a workshop on stem cell production. It was an 

opportunity for these educators from California, Texas, Indiana and other 

states to learn about the science and head back to their respective campuses 

with a comprehensive, ready-to-insert curriculum module to utilize in their 

own classrooms. 

The training —“Stem Cell Production in a Regulated Environment”—was a 

mini-BIOMAN workshop sanctioned by the Northeast Biomanufacturing 

Center and Collaborative (NBC2), part of the National Science Foundation 

(NSF) Advanced Technology Education regional center. The workshop was 

taught by Bill Woodruff, retired department head of ACC’s biotechnology 

program.  

ACC’ s Biotechnology program was recently named as the primary 

component of the College’ s new Center of Excellence — defined as a 

program that is unique to a College, that leverages a pre-existing strength, that 
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serves a strong industry need, that lends itself to increased industry 

partnerships, and that brings a sustained return on investment.  

The workshop ACC hosted introduced participants to the theory, concepts and 

practices of stem cell and organ regeneration. In addition to seminars and 

discussions, the participants learned about clean room gowning for the 

purposes of maintenance, transfer and differentiation of stem cells. They also 

took a field trip to the Wake Forest Institute for Regenerative Medicine in 

Winston-Salem. The stem cells that ACC’s biotechnology program uses are 

those of mice. 

North Carolina is third in the nation, after California and Massachusetts, in 

the bio-manufacturing industry. ACC initiated the state’s first biotechnology 

program at a two-year school in 1985. Today, biotechnology is taught at 38 of 

the state’s 58 community colleges.  

 

5. Alamance Community College is eyeing an opportunity to open a National 

Writing Project (NWP) site on its Graham campus – likely the first of its kind 

in North Carolina - that would help teachers and students from surrounding 

areas become better writers. 

If such a NWP site is approved next year, it would provide ongoing exposure 

to national-level resources, best practices, and programming to help teachers 

at all levels develop both their students’ and their own writing. 

Brainstorming for the NWP initiative served as the centerpiece of a Summer 

Writing Institute workshop in July at ACC. The College hosted Alamance-

Burlington Schools System (ABSS) teachers. Facilitating the week-long 

workshop were Courtney Doi, an English instructor at ACC, and Lisa 

Thompson, ABSS ELA Elementary Curriculum Specialist. The workshop 

featured guest speakers and local authors, opportunities for participants to 

practice their own writing, teaching demonstrations, and discussions on the 

week’s text, Because Writing Matters.  

Dr. Jeanie Reynolds, director of English Education at UNCG and a NWP 

Teacher Consultant, introduced the concept of a National Writing Project to 

the participants. Reynolds will work with Doi and Thompson to establish the 

NWP site and hopes that UNCG will partner in this worthwhile endeavor. 
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Alamance Community College submitted a letter of intent to the national 

NWP organization last year, which was accepted. ACC, UNCG, and ABSS 

will collaborate on a site application this fall. If accepted, the National 

Writing Project would launch summer 2017. 

 

6. ACC plans to offer ESL classes for parents of children in an after-school 

program starting this October in partnership with Elon University, whose Dr. 

Jean Rattigan-Rohr has secured a $15,000 Village Grant. The funds will pay 

for the after-school program, allowing time for parents to take the financial 

literacy component of ESL classes on-site at Blessed Sacrament School. This 

same type of program was last conducted in the 2013-14 year.  

 

7. Alamance Community College this fall plans to launch Single Stop, a new 

multi-layered program geared toward helping students in need obtain 

assistance in a variety of areas that will ensure they stay in school and finish 

their credentials.  

The goal of Single Stop is to improve the ability of college counselors and 

faculty advisors to make appropriate, practical referrals for students in 

distress. This resource is an important tool in student persistence and 

retention. 

Key partnerships that will enhance the success of the ACC Single Stop will be 

from the United Way-sponsored Community Council, a 100-plus membership 

organization of non-profit and business leaders in the community. ACC’s 

Single Stop site will be housed in the Student Success Center on campus 

where trained staff will direct students to the proper resources. In July, Single 

Stop administrators met with ACC staff to review timelines and discuss 

details for a kickoff in mid-fall 2016. Currently Single Stop has 125 sites in 9 

states. ACC will be the fifth community college site in North Carolina. The 

national organization provides seed money to start the program for two years.  

 

8. In July, Student Success (formerly Student Services) launched a re-

organization of the department aimed at focusing more coherently on student 

persistence and retention of current students. The re-organization comes at a 

time when a number of new employees have begun working in the student 
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services area, and many of them are assuming new duties as success coaches 

and recruiters. 

While the re-organization is transparent, it’s expected to provide more wrap-

around support for students while also expanding recruitment of veterans, 

non-traditional students and high school students.  

 

9. Dr. Algie Gatewood joined hundreds of elected officials, economic 

developers and dignitaries at the July 13 grand opening of the Wal-Mart 

Distribution Center in Mebane. 

The 470,000-square foot facility is being billed as “the largest refrigerator on 

the East Coast” in handling food items that will go out to hundreds of Wal-

Mart stores. The distribution center joins a half dozen other logistics-supply 

chain centers that have sprung up in Alamance County in recent years. 

Both Alamance County Commission Board chairman Eddie Boswell and 

Gov. Pat McCrory remarked on how important the community college was to 

local workforce development. 

The Mebane Center is expected to employ 600 associates.   

 

10. In July, work began on redesigning front entrance parking and waiting areas.  

The new design should allow for a safer movement of pedestrians from the 

parking lot to the main building by adding additional crosswalk spaces. When 

the project is finished there will be an increase in faculty/staff parking spaces, 

additional handicap-accessible parking with signage and a designated drop 

off/pick up lane away from the fire lanes.  The traffic flow by the main 

building will be routed in one direction. 

The College has begun preliminary discussions with Piedmont Authority for 

Regional Transportation and Burlington’s LINK-TRANSIT to consider 

relocating their pick-up/drop-off route at the Main Building.  
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11. The Alamance Community College Foundation raised $428,921 in this year’s 

Board of Directors campaign. It is the most ever raised in the board campaign. 

Last year, the board campaign raised $422,027 and set this year’s goal at 

$425,000. 

 

12. In July, 10 outside groups and organizations utilized facilities at ACC’s 

Graham and Dillingham Center campuses, including the Girl Scouts, N.C. 

Workforce Regional Planning Board, Rapid Resources Training, and several 

training seminars for law enforcement across the region. 

So far this year, 83 groups have leveraged the two campuses. 

Getting more outside groups and organizations to visit ACC and utilize 

facilities is part of the 2014-16 Strategic Plan. 

 

13. Media coverage in July included the following: 

 July 1 

Time-Warner News14 reported that ACC received nearly $1 million in federal grant 

money to enhance student success in the new Mechatronics program. 

The Burlington Times News editorial page applauded ACC receiving nearly $1 million 

in federal grant money to enhance student success in the new Mechatronics program. 

 

 July 6 

The Mebane Enterprise reported on ACC’s partnership with the Alamance Sheriff’s 

Department to provide qualified inmates with a high school education. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported on ACC’s partnership with the Elon Academy, 

providing a jazz appreciation course to students. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported on ACC adding more Career & College Promise 

classes for ABSS students at C-Tech. 

WGHP-Fox8 reported on ACC’s partnership with the Alamance County Sheriff’s 

Department in providing high school education to qualified inmates.  
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 July 8 

The Raleigh News & Observer reported that ACC was among only two community 

college consortiums in North Carolina to share in a $4 million federal workforce 

training grant.  

 

 July 14  

The Alamance News reported on ACC’s recent introduction of the Mechatronics 

Engineering Technology program as a way to better serve local business and industry. 

The story included ACC winning nearly $1 million in federal grant money to recruit 

students in manufacturing-based curriculum programs.  

The Alamance News reported that ACC will receive an extra $1 million from the state 

as a result of enrollment growth in 2015-16. 

The Alamance News reported on various new initiatives and programs aimed at student 

success and retention, including Career Coaches at Cummings and Southern Alamance 

high schools. 

 

 July 24 

The Burlington Times-News reported on an ACC summer enrichment program for 

Biotechnology teachers across the country aimed at keeping them current on 

developments in the bioscience field. 

 

July 28 

The Alamance News reported that ACC’s Culinary Hot Foods Team won a silver 

medal at the national American Culinary Federation competition in Phoenix, AZ. 

 


