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1. Site preparation continues for the Advanced Applied Technology Center. In August, crews 
completed about 95 percent of site clearing work and began erecting retaining walls.  

When completed according to schedule before fall 2017 semester, the $15 million state-
of-the-art facility will house five high tech industrial programs: Computer-Integrated 
Machining, Welding, Air Conditioning-Heating-Refrigeration, Automotive Systems 
Technology and Mechatronics Engineering Technology. 

As those programs move to their new expanded and enhanced facility, the College will set 
about renovating where those programs were previously housed. 

2. In August, Alamance Community College got its first look at its $25.7 million budget from 
the state. That funding level represents a $1.6 million increase over the previous budget 
cycle – the result of enrollment growth. 

The business office and College leadership will now begin prioritizing spending. 

As a result of pay raises approved by the General Assembly this year, the College has 
been evaluating its options for that funding. Legislators approved a 1.5 percent recurring 
raise for all state employees and a one-time-only 1.5 percent bonus for all employees. 
The General Assembly gave government agencies and the community colleges wide 
discretion in how to use that increase.  

The College is expected to present an employee pay raise proposal at September’s Board 
of Trustees meeting. 

3. Alamance Community College and the Alamance-Burlington School System (ABSS) 
continued crafting a joint proposal to the Golden Leaf Foundation, seeking a $1.5 million 
grant to boost science-technology-engineering-math (STEM) educational activities at 
Graham High School.  

The College and the public school system hope to leverage a Community Grants Making 
Initiative to refurbish four science labs at the high school. By providing state-of-the-art 
equipment and space, ACC and ABSS plan to expand and enhance STEM studies at the 
school, possibly providing a pipeline of students to the College’s Biotechnology Center of 
Excellence. In August, ACC and ABSS continued collaborating on the proposal, which must 
first be submitted to, and approved by, the Alamance County Manager in September. ACC 
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and ABSS could learn as early as October whether the proposal will move forward to the 
Golden Leaf Foundation.     

4. Alamance Community College hosted The Career Accelerator Program’s (CAP) first 
apprentice signing ceremony on August 25. 

Eight area high school students signed formal agreements with NCWorks and their 
respectively assigned companies where they will work part-time while continuing their 
studies at Alamance Community College. 

Dr. Algie Gatewood welcomed the students, their families and dignitaries, including John 
Skvarla, Secretary of the N.C. Department of Commerce, and Dr. Bill Harrison, 
Superintendent of the Alamance-Burlington School System (ABSS). There were 
approximately 90 people present, including family and friends of CAP students. 

The Career Accelerator Program – also referred to as CAP – is a partnership of ABSS, the 
Alamance Chamber, ACC, and seven local manufacturing-based companies. 

The eight students at the signing ceremony made it through an application and evaluation 
process which began in January. Those students visited companies, met academic and 
attendance requirements, were invited to and participated in a four‐evening orientation, 
took two classes at ACC, and worked for six weeks as interns this summer.  

The selection process is extensive as companies and students want to make sure there is 
a good match between the two as time and money investments are significant over the 
four-year period. 

The apprenticeship provides the students the opportunity to earn while they learn. The 
companies benefit by training and developing an employee to meet specific needs of 
their workforce.  

Apprentices started working at the companies August 29. They are paid for their time at 
work as well as their time spent in class at ACC. Tuition and books are paid for by the 
company. At the end of the four years, an apprentice will have an Associate of Applied 
Science Degree in Mechatronics Engineering Technology; a Journeyman Certificate from 
the N.C. Department of Commerce; 6,400 hours of on the job training; a guaranteed job 
with the company and no school debt. 

5. Alamance Community College – for the third straight year – was the site of the State of 
Alamance, the Triad Business Journal’s annual business summit. 

More than 130 community, elected and business leaders attended the August 12 summit. 
This year’s breakfast and networking event featured three municipal leaders to discuss 
strategic planning and economic development in their respective spheres of influence. 
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The panelists were Ian Baltutis, Mayor of Burlington; David Cheek, City Manager of 
Mebane, and Craig Honeycutt, County Manager of Alamance. 

At one point, panelists and guests discussed how local farming and agriculture link to an 
abundance of new distribution centers in Alamance, which include Wal-Mart, Lidl, 
Southern Season and Sheetz. 

6. In August, ACC submitted a request to NCWorks for grant funding for two career coaches 
in area high schools for 2017-19. 

The College was awarded grant money to begin the career coaching program at 
Cummings and Southern Alamance high schools this year. Those coaches are employees 
of the College, but will be housed at the two high schools. The career coaches will work 
with high school students and counselors to inform them about rewarding careers in 
manufacturing and high-tech fields in ACC’s service area. Those coaches also help 
students understand the academic pathways to those careers.  

Also in August, the College submitted a request to the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on Colleges to offer an Associate’s Degree in Engineering 
beginning the fall 2017 semester. The College’s request has already been approved by the 
State Board of Community Colleges. 

7. Alamance Community College this fall will begin offering English as a Second Language 
(ESL), GED and financial literacy classes for parents of children in Elon University’s It Takes 
a Village Project. The parent outreach encompasses the two-generational approach of the 
Village Project. Elon University recently received a $1 million grant from the Oak 
Foundation to support the expanded work of the project.   

Elon University will provide $75,000 ($15,000 each year for the next 5 years) to ACC to 
support the parent classes. As with all aspects of the Village Project, the parent classes 
will also be provided at no cost to the families.  

During the 2013-14 school year, ACC offered an ESL class for parents in the after-school 
program, which proved very successful. This new grant provides an opportunity to renew 
that program, with the added components of financial literacy and career preparation 
incorporated into the ESL classes. 

The College sees this partnership as enhancing the family literacy component of this 
project. By providing targeted instruction for the parents, those parents can then further 
their own career goals while helping their children with their homework. 

8. College students, staff and faculty started the fall semester with an added benefit: photo 
ID cards. 

The initiative is part of ACC Public Safety Department’s new customer service effort. The 
photo ID cards – most are wearing them around their necks on a lanyard – not only 
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provide identification and proof of enrollment, but they help students and employees 
take advantage of business discounts across Alamance County and beyond.  

Additionally, with the ID cards students may benefit from reduced bus fares on the Link 
Transit and P.A.R.T. transit systems. 

9. The College’s Public Safety Department in August completed a realignment of parking and 
visitor drop-off spaces at the main entrance of the Graham campus. 

This semester, public safety officers are working to prevent cars idling curbside, blocking 
traffic and creating hazards for pedestrians. The front curb has now been designated a 
fire lane. Additionally, more cross-walk space has been added. 

The project ultimately increases handicap-accessible parking, moves visitor parking closer 
to the Main Building and gives faculty and staff additional parking as well. 

10. ACC staff and faculty were on hand to greet and network with ABSS teachers and 
administrators at the August 26 Educators Appreciation Expo. 

The annual event, organized by the Alamance Chamber, gives businesses and community 
organizations a chance to meet K-12 public school teachers. 

The College, as a partner with the Chamber, leverages the venue to market our products 
and services, particularly Career & College Promise, the Early College, ESL and adult 
literacy. 

11. In August, nine outside groups and organizations utilized facilities at ACC’s Graham and 
Dillingham Center campuses, including the Girl Scouts, State of Alamance, Career 
Accelerator Program participants, Healthy Alamance and the Alamance Partnership for 
Children. 

So far this year, 92 groups have leveraged the two campuses. 

Getting outside groups and organizations to visit ACC and utilize facilities is part of the 
2014-16 Strategic Plan. 

12. Media coverage in August included the following: 

 August 3 
The Greensboro News & Record reported that ACC Culinary Hot Foods Competition 
Team was awarded a silver medal at the American Culinary Federation’s national 
competition in Phoenix, AZ. 

The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC Culinary Hot Foods Competition Team 
was awarded a silver medal at the American Culinary Federation’s national 
competition in Phoenix, AZ. 
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The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC Culinary Hot Foods Competition Team was 
awarded a silver medal at the American Culinary Federation’s national competition in 
Phoenix, AZ. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported on ACC hosting a summer enrichment seminar for 
biotechnology high school teachers across the nation.  

 August 4 
The Alamance News reported that Dr. Robert W. Van Halen was appointed to the ACC 
Board of Trustees by Gov. Pat McCory. He replaces trustee Catherine Smith.  

The Alamance News reported that construction work has begun on the $15 million 
Advanced Applied Technology Center that will front Jimmie Kerr Road. 

 August 6  
The Burlington Times-News editorial page gave a thumbs up to ACC Culinary’s Hot 
Foods Competition Team, which was awarded a silver medal at the American Culinary 
Federation’s national competition in Phoenix, AZ.  

 August 10 
Community Connections online magazine reported that ACC is recruiting contestants 
for its 2nd annual Clapp Entrepreneurial Opportunity contest.  

 August 11 
The Alamance News reported that ACC was reviewing and possibly modifying College 
policies. 

The Alamance News reported the arrival of a new trustee – Dr. Robert W. Van Dalen – 
and the election of a new vice chairman: Bill Gomory. 

The Alamance News reported that ACC trustees recognized out-going trustee 
Catherine Smith. 

 August 13 
The Burlington Times-News reported ACC hosting the Triad Business Journal’s State of 
Alamance, an annual networking event for community leaders and business and 
industry.  

 August 16 
The Triad Business Journal reported ACC hosting the State of Alamance event.  

 August 17  
The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC had designated Biotechnology as its first 
Center of Excellence.  

 August 19 
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The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC was hosting an Aug. 23 college-going 
seminar for high school students and their parents, emphasizing the support services 
available to first-generation students. 

 August 23 
The Burlington Times-News reported that this fall, Alamance Community College will 
offer English as a second language, GED, and financial literacy classes for parents of 
children involved in Elon University’s “It Takes a Village” project. ACC is sharing in a 
$75,000 grant awarded Elon University for the project.  

 August 24 
The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC is expanding its adult literacy, GED and ESL 
offerings through new classes at the downtown Mebane library. 

The Mebane Enterprise reported that ACC and the Small Business Center will again 
sponsor the 2nd annual The Clapp Entrepreneurial Opportunity (CEO) Initiative 
competition. The competition is open to ACC students and alumni interested in 
crafting a business plan for a start-up. The winner of the contest received $10,000 to 
help launch their proposed business. 

 August 27 
WGHP-Fox 8 reported on ACC’s role in the Career Accelerator Program and a signing 
ceremony aligning eight high school students with local industry. 

The Burlington Times-News editorial page gave a “thumbs up” to Alamance 
Community College offering English as a second language, GED, and financial literacy 
classes for parents of children involved in Elon University’s “It Takes a Village” project. 
ACC is sharing in a $75,000 grant awarded Elon University for the project.  

 


