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 President’s Cabinet Update  

to the Board of Trustees 
February 2017 

 

1. Construction of the $16 million Advanced Applied Technology Center continues on 
schedule in February. Project managers report that this state-of-the-art facility - which 
will house our Automotive, Welding, Computer-Integrated Machining, Mechatronics and 
Heating-Air programs - is almost 50 percent complete. 
 
Interior and exterior concrete block work was completed. In addition, the wall rough-in 
for the Mechatronics Lab was finished. Rooftop mechanical equipment was also installed.   
 
Behind-the-scenes planning is underway to best utilize space vacated by those programs, 
which are scheduled to move into the new facility prior to the beginning of fall semester 
this year. 
 
Elsewhere on campus, the B-wing stairwell renovation project is completed. 
 

2. The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACS-COC) 
has approved ACC's proposed Associate in Engineering program. This is the second new 
program at the College in the past 16 years. The program will provide a more seamless 
transfer to four-year institutions across North Carolina that confer Engineering degrees. 
 
The College is still awaiting word from SACS-COC on its proposed Histotechnology 
program - part of ACC's Biotechnology Center of Excellence. When approved, 
Histotechnology will be the third new program at ACC in the last year. 
 

3. The NC Community College Systems Office in February released its revised 2017-19 
Legislative Priorities - a package of requests totaling $73.6 million in recurring expenses 
and $10.1 million in non-recurring expenses. 
 
The bigger-ticket items include a request to bring funding parity between shorter term 
workforce development programs and curriculum programs. If approved by the General 
Assembly, community colleges would receive an additional $15.3 million. For Alamance 
Community College, funding parity would mean an additional $147,380, according to the 
Systems Office. 
 
Another major item is a $22.6 million request to boost student support services for all 58 
community colleges. By increasing student completion rates, the community college 
system would more quickly move graduates into the workforce. If approved by the 
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General Assembly, this line item would mean an additional $423,510 for Alamance 
Community College. 
 
There is a $1.1 million proposal to add 31 additional high school career coaches across the 
state. Currently, ACC is among 14 community colleges piloting the concept in which a 
college employee is embedded in area high schools to more proactively promote high-
demand jobs and provide counsel on requisite job skills. 
 
Finally, NC Community Colleges is asking for $10 million to bolster faculty/staff salaries 
and enhance recruitment and retention. In addition, the General Assembly is also being 
asked to provide $10 million in salary increases that were promised for 2016-17 but was 
pulled back in the final days of last year's session.  
 
North Carolina ranks 11th in faculty salaries among the 16 states associated with the 
Southern Region Education Board. That ranking puts North Carolina behind South 
Carolina, Mississippi and Alabama. 
 

4. Dr. Algie Gatewood and ACC is taking a leadership role in raising public - and political - 
awareness of the 2017-19 legislative priorities. The College is organizing a March 24 press 
conference in which Piedmont-Triad college presidents, trustees and students will discuss 
what that legislative package would mean for their respective schools. 
 
That event has been scheduled for 10 a.m. on the Greensboro campus of GTCC because it 
offers proximity to area community colleges, ample parking, and more media outlets. 
 
The event is a prelude to a March 29 Community College Day in Raleigh. That noon event 
is expected to draw community college leaders from across the state and promote 
awareness of the 2017-19 legislative priorities.  
 
ACC administrators and trustees plan to visit with members of the local delegation and 
share how this year's community college legislative agenda will enhance job skills training, 
workforce development and student completion. 
 
Details about both events will be forthcoming.  
 

5. The President's Cabinet is continuing its review of a proposed Honor's Program, which 
could provide students eager for advanced studies and those with untapped potential 
with a transformative learning experience that promotes critical thinking, community 
engagement and academic exploration. The President's Cabinet is assessing the proposal 
with three key issues in mind: student body diversity, available budget and long-term 
sustainability. A special thanks to Ben Shirley and the Honors Advisory Committee for 
their continuing hard work. 
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The President's Cabinet, in the next month, is expected to begin its initial review of a draft 
outlining a proposed Merit Pay program. That proposal is aimed at recognizing 
extraordinary performance and contribution to the College's mission. A special thanks to 
Lorri Allison and her ad hoc committee for their work. 

 
6. Alamance Community College, in partnership with the University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro, has been approved as a National Writing Project (NWP) site that will help 
teachers and students from surrounding areas become better writers and teachers of 
writing. 
 
ACC is the only community college in North Carolina to be so designated. 
 
As part of the NWP network, the Piedmont Voices Writing Project will provide 
professional development for teachers by teachers, as well as opportunities for the 
teachers in the area to focus on themselves as writers and new ways to take up writing in 
the K-16 classroom.  
 

7. Justin Snyder, Horticulture Technology Department Head, has been named Dean of 
Industrial Technologies and will assume those new duties March 1. 
 
During his tenure in Horticulture Technology since 2003, he has repeatedly been 
recognized for innovation and teaching excellence and was a statewide finalist for 
Instructor of the Year. His horticulture teams have won ribbons at the NC State Fair 
Garden competitions since 2005.  
 
Further, he has been the driving force behind ACC hosting the 2018 National Collegiate 
Landscape Competition, sponsored by the National Association of Landscape 
Professionals (NALP). That event will bring approximately 1,100 visitors to our campus 
and put our College in the national spotlight. 
 

8. The College has selected Rhonda Pierce as its Excellence in Teaching award winner for 
2016-17. She is the Department Head and an instructor in ACC's Nurse Aide program. She 
has been at ACC for 16 years and was instrumental in setting up the nursing aid classes 
now being held at Goodwill. 
 

9. For the second year in a row, the Alamance Community College Mock Trial team scored a 
victory over one of North Carolina's top four-year universities at the Regional Mock Trial 
Championships held at Campbell Law School in Raleigh on February 18 and 19. 
 
ACC's team defeated UNC-Charlotte on a 2-0 decision. The College lost close rounds to 
the University of Florida and Georgia College. 
 
Last year, ACC's team beat High Point University. 
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ACC and Chemeketa Community College in Salem, Oregon were the only two community 
colleges in the country to compete in regional competitions. 
 

10. Alamance Community College, for the sixth year in a row, has earned the 2016 Tree 
Campus USA® recognition. Tree Campus USA, a national program launched in 2008 by the 
Arbor Day Foundation, honors colleges and universities and their leaders for promoting 
healthy trees and engaging students and staff in the spirit of conservation. 
 
To obtain this distinction, Alamance Community College met five core standards for 
sustainable campus forestry required by Tree Campus USA, including establishment of a 
tree advisory committee, evidence of a campus tree-care plan, dedicated annual 
expenditures for its campus tree program, an Arbor Day observance and the sponsorship 
of student service-learning projects.  
 

11. In February, the College hosted the Chamber’s Leadership Alamance and the ABSS 
Teacher Leadership Academy comprised of school principals and key administrators. 
 
Both events involved tours and presentations from various departments, including 
Biotechnology and Computer-Integrated Machining. 
 
The Main and Dillingham Center campuses also hosted five other outside groups, 
including United Way and the Girl Scouts.  
 
The College has hosted 14 outside groups so far this year. 
 

12. Save the dates: 

 March 17 is the all-day ACC Board Retreat.  

 April 1 ACC hosts the North Carolina Science Olympiad.  

 April 27 is the Alamance Community College Award's Ceremony.  

 May 25 is the College's annual Celebration of Excellence.  

 June 23 is Emergency Plan Drill at the Dillingham Center in conjunction with 
Burlington public safety officials.  

 August 25 is Alamance Community College Day. 
 

13. The College received media attention in February that included the following:  

 Feb. 7 
The Burlington Times News reported that Dr. Algie Gatewood attended the Feb. 6 
Alamance County Board of Commissioners meeting and spoke about the advantages 
of having a regional training center for public safety personnel in Alamance County.  
 

 Feb. 8 
The Burlington Times News reported that ACC is hosting a Mobile Vet Center to 
serve veterans with various administrative, legal and health care needs. 
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 Feb. 9 
The Burlington Times-News reported that ACC became a National Writing Project 
Center site - the only community college in North Carolina to host this initiative. ACC 
will partner with UNC-G and serve the central part of the state as a writing center for 
public school teachers, college instructors and elementary- to college-aged students.  
 

 Feb. 16 
The Alamance News reported that ACC student Anh Nguyen has been recognized as 
the College's Academic Excellence Award recipient and that another student, 
Marsha Dwyer, has been recognized as the College's Dallas Herring Achievement 
Award recipient.  
 

 Feb. 23 
The Alamance News reported that the College is requesting a $5.2 million county 
budget from the Alamance County Board of Commissioners. 

 
The Alamance News reported that six new directors have joined the ACC 
Foundation. 

 


